
LOOK FOR QUALIFIED SPIRITUAL LEADERS 
Titus 1:1-16 

 

 One of the more disturbing trends in churches today is that many have accepted the idea 

that we have to have paid ministerial staff in every ministry position and that the congregation 

cannot be depended upon to be reliable or faithful to do the work of ministry in a church.  As a 

consequence, we see larger and larger paid staffs in churches and less involvement of church 

members who freely give of their time and energy.  This practice produces a church of the 

uninvolved and disinterested and unresponsive who expect everything to be done for them and 

see no responsibility to find and fulfill the ministry for which they were saved.   

 The purpose of having people in the church in positions of apostles, prophets, pastors, 

teachers, and evangelists is to provided training for the church members to do the work of the 

ministry as Paul pointed out in Ephesians 4:11.  It does not say that these apostles, etc. are to do 

the work of the ministry but are to “perfect the saints” to do the work of the ministry.   

 

Build Up Believers – 1:1-4 
1 
Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge 

of the truth which is according to godliness, 
2 
in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long 

ages ago, 
3 
but at the proper time manifested, even His word, in the proclamation with which I was entrusted 

according to the commandment of God our Savior, 
4 
To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace 

from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.  Titus 1:1-4 (NASB95) 
 This letter to Titus is classified as a “pastoral” letter in that it instructed church leaders on 

some of the fundamental responsibilities and expectations of those who shepherd God’s people.   

Paul was not in prison at the time and he had left Titus in Crete to help the newly formed church 

there.   

 In the salutation of this letter we see statements and phrases that give us some insight into 

Paul’s thinking about relationships and what was happening in the early life of the church.  Paul 

saw his relationship to God (the Father) as being that of a slave in that he was totally owned by 

God.  As such he was to be in complete obedience and was to follow only the will and wishes of 

the “slave owner.”  In fulfilling that role of slave, Paul was on a mission that was given to him by  

Jesus Christ (God, the Son) in that he was sent (was an apostle) to the Gentiles.   

 The purpose of this apostleship was given in Acts 9:15 as “he is a chosen vessel unto me, 

to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel.”  It is generally 

understood that the “name” is synonymous with the character of a person.  Paul’s mission was to 

extend that which Christ began in His earthly ministry and that was to “reveal God to people.”  

Recall that Jesus told His disciple that the work He did they would also do.  In this salutation we 

see that Paul was carrying out his mission “according to the faith” or perhaps more literally 

“toward the faith” or for the purpose of edification (building up) the faith of those whom God 

had called out of the world.  Since faith comes by hearing (Rom. 10:17), then the means of 

accomplishing his mission was to instruct them in the knowledge of the truth that points us to 

God’s character which is revealed in the grace gift of His salvation in Jesus Christ.  This 

salvation was and is revealed in the promises of God that are sure and were confirmed in the 

realm of time by the life of Christ.   

 We see the special bond between Paul and Titus in that Paul referred to him as his son.  

This tells us that Paul was used by God in leading Titus (who was a Gentile) to salvation by 

trusting in the completed work of Christ.   

 



Guard Your Character – 1:5-9 
5 
For this reason I left you in Crete, that you would set in order what remains and appoint elders in every city as I 

directed you, 
6 
namely, if any man is above reproach, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, not 

accused of dissipation or rebellion. 
7 
For the overseer must be above reproach as God’s steward, not self-willed, not 

quick-tempered, not addicted to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain, 
8 
but hospitable, loving what is good, 

sensible, just, devout, self-controlled, 
9 
holding fast the faithful word which is in accordance with the teaching, so 

that he will be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict. Titus 1:5-9 (NASB95) 
 How important is organization in a church?  The purpose of Paul leaving Titus there in 

Crete was to “set in order” or organize the church in that part of the world.  It helps to have some 

structure in place so that people who are inexperienced will have something to provide some 

direction as to what works and what doesn’t work.   

 The starting point for Titus’ work was to identify and appoint leaders in the various cities 

of the island.  The criteria for selecting leaders were nearly identical with the instructions Paul 

gave to Timothy.  One of the obvious differences in the requirements for those who would serve 

in Ephesus and those who would serve in Crete was that of “not being new in the faith.”  

Apparently, the church was really new and there would not have been anyone with a lot of 

experience in the faith at that time in Crete.     

 The general requirement of being above reproach ought to be as important today as it was 

two thousand years ago.  It should not matter if we are referring to leadership in the church or 

leadership in a corporation, leadership of the nation or even being dog catcher.  Any obvious 

matters that are of a “reproachable” characteristic should be automatic dis-qualifiers for a person 

being considered to lead others.  One could argue that being blameless (KJV) or above reproach 

is a general overall qualifier and the items that follow such as “husband of one wife” were the 

specifics of what should be considered. The exclusion of polygamists from positions of religious  

responsibility was part of the Jewish practices applied to priest in the Levitical rules.   

 It is generally thought (by several commentators) that the requirement for “faithful” or 

“believing” children was not intended to exclude men whose children who had not made a 

profession of faith.  The argument put forth is that a father cannot be held responsible for a 

decision that his children must make on their own.  John Gill wrote that the intention was that all 

the children of the candidate should be legitimate and not born out of wedlock.  This would be a 

situation that would reflect on the character of the man himself.   

 The requirements become more difficult in that even an accusation of dissipation or 

rebellion would disqualify a person from being an elder or pastor.  Dissipation would imply that 

the person would be carrying on a “wild” lifestyle and who was involved in questionable 

excessive behavior.  Rebellion would be what we might use to describe a person who would not 

be cooperative and was very stubborn in insisting that everyone had to conform to his way of 

doing things.  It doesn’t take a lot of imagination to see how such a person could create chaos in 

a church even if they were not in a leadership role.   

 Paul even repeated the “above reproach” requirement in conjunction with character traits 

and attitudes that would be associated with someone with the responsibility of managing God’s 

household.  The idea of not be self-willed is different from the idea of being stubborn or unruly 

mentioned in the previous list.  This simply means that the person would be disposed to 

following authority instead of just making up your own rules.  A pastor is doomed to failure if he 

is “hot tempered” and prone to angry outbursts.  If a person cannot control his own emotions, 

then how can he manage a group of church members and lead them in the right direction.  A 

good term for the right quality needed is being “unflappable.”   

 As was the case in the list Paul sent to Timothy we see the caution for drinking wine (or 



any alcoholic beverages), not someone who might hit another person or become involved in 

fights, and the need to avoid questionable money-making schemes.  

 On the positive side, there are various pro-active things that an elder or overseer should 

be doing such as being hospitable or literally showing kindness to strangers as well as to those 

whom he knew to be good people.  The idea of being sober or sensible implies what we would 

call “common sense.”  People in positions of leadership are expected to demonstrate character 

traits associated with righteousness and holiness or devotion to God.  Temperance or self-control 

is essential and is a mark of maturity for anyone.  Since an elder was expected to teach, it was 

and is essential that anyone chosen for this responsibility to be well-ground in the correct 

doctrines of the faith.   

 

Correct False Teachings – 1:10-16 
10 

For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 
11 

who must 

be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid 

gain. 
12 

One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” 
13 

This 

testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the faith, 
14 

not paying 

attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth. 
15 

To the pure, all things are 

pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are 

defiled. 
16 

They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and 

worthless for any good deed.  Titus 1:10-16 (NASB95) 
 It was not as if the people on Crete were completely devoid of religion.  There were many 

different belief systems in play among the people and Judaism was one of the many.  Paul 

seemed to be more concerned about those who were trying to influence those in the church to 

continue in the Old Testament rituals and the keeping of the law as a means of salvation.  The 

concern was greater because the differences in Christianity and pagan religions was so stark that 

few in the church would be deceived; however, those who were introducing teaching out of a 

Jewish religion background were using words and phrases and ideas that were close to the 

doctrines of the New Covenant that many people in the church were being confused.  It is not too 

difficult to detect such teachings even today in our churches.  Many preachers come across with 

a salvation by works message even though they would deny that was what they intended to do.  

In the first century, those whom Paul warned against just did not want to accept that God’s 

salvation was a free gift of grace and was available to all who would believe.  It is not 

immediately clear how they were making money from such teachings but Paul taught that their 

motives were for “sordid gain.”   

 Paul did not advise Titus to reason with these people and try to convert them to the truth, 

but to silence them.  You cannot give false teachers a platform for teaching bad theology in the 

church.  There are people who have bought into erroneous teaching in many churches today and 

they promote Bible Studies that have slick literature that have been developed and sold 

throughout the country.  Once people get involved in teaching error then they become entrenched 

in the mistakes they are promoting and trying to convince them it is based on faulty premises is 

close to being impossible.  It would be about as difficult as trying to convince an imam that the 

Koran was in error as it would be to show them that the literature of their favorite Bible teacher 

was in error.   

 Paul also knew that Titus would have a difficult time with the citizen of Crete since they 

had a reputation of being lazy, gluttonous, and even savage people which had been observed and 

written about by one of their own philosophers almost five hundred years before that time.  

When you are dealing with people who are disposed to such temperaments, then a stern and firm 

approach has to be used or they will not heed anything that is said to them.  Even today, many 



people who live in the southern European area tend to be boisterous and expressive of their 

emotions.  If Titus were to approach these people in a low-key tone to appeal to them to logically 

consider the error of the fables and myths that the false teachers were promoting, then they 

would not pay much attention since it would not seem to be very important.   

 The reference to things pure and impure was likely in regard to certain taboos from the 

Jewish practices.  Those who are pure would refer to Christians who did not condemn certain 

foods just because they were ceremonially unclean according to the Mosaic Law.  For those who 

were stuck in the past and insisted on observing the list of clean and unclean animals, then 

almost everything they encountered would seem to be forbidden or impure.  Paul used this idea 

to tell Titus that the only thing that was impure and defiled was the mind and consciences of 

those false teachers.  

 Paul also reminded Titus that it is not the professing to know God with our words, but in 

the expression of the knowledge of Him in what we do that really matters.  If we rely only on 

what people say and ignore what they do, then we will likely be deceived.   

  


