
COURT IS IN SESSION! 
Amos 5:4-7, 18-24; 6:1-7 

 

 What is more important: Pleasing ourselves by doing whatever we want to do or pleasing 

God by having godly conduct?  Often we do not realize that trying to appease self is a no-win 

situation and we end up in the Abyss of Self Importance.  We think we can control the demigod 

of self by educating it and civilizing it.  What we wind up with is a stronger, better educated and 

more socially-acceptable demigod on the throne of our lives.  And yet, despite the education and 

civilization, we are still enslaved.  We can identify with the plaintiff plea from song that 

Tennessee Ernie Ford sang back in the 1950's –  “16 Tons” - we are just “another day older and 

deeper in debt” or, in this case, deeper into the abyss of self importance.   

 As a society and culturally we have tended to think that if we can just better educate and 

better civilize humanity that humanity will improve and become better and better.  That is 

nothing more than thinly veiled “humanism.”   That idea has been around since mankind has 

been around.  This misconception about what civilization can do for us is not new.   About 100 

years ago S. L. Clemens wrote the following in the “Papers of the Adam Family.” 
[Ours] is a civilization which has destroyed the simplicity and repose of life; replaced its contentment, its 

poetry, its soft romance-dreams and visions with the money-fever, sordid ideals, vulgar ambitions, and the 

sleep which does not refresh; it has invented a thousand useless luxuries, and turned them into necessities; 

it has created a thousand vicious appetites and satisfies none of them; it has dethroned God and set up the 

shekel  [materialism] in His place. 

 

 In the past several decades, we have seen an increasing interest and emphasis on self 

esteem and its importance concerning a person being able to function in a world where 

relationships with others are essential.  We cannot think of many situations in which 

interpersonal relationship are not essential.  It could be in family, work, church, school, or the 

neighborhood.  A balanced perspective of self, an understanding of basic human needs regarding 

self, and a knowledge of what our Creator intended for us can help us function effectively in 

whatever culture we may find ourselves.  The ultimate outcome of such a self-centered focus in 

life is death.   

 Israel went down this road and in the first three verses of chapter five Amos sang a 

funeral dirge as a way of warning them what was going to happen unless they found a remedy. 

 

Looking for Life in Wrong Places? – 5:4-7 
4 

For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel, “Seek Me that you may live. 
5 

“But do not resort to Bethel And do 

not come to Gilgal, Nor cross over to Beersheba; For Gilgal will certainly go into captivity And Bethel will come to 

trouble. 
6 

“Seek the LORD that you may live, Or He will break forth like a fire, O house of Joseph, And it will 

consume with none to quench it for Bethel, 
7 

For those who turn justice into wormwood And cast righteousness 

down to the earth.”  Amos 5:4-7 (NASB95) 
 The remedy that Israel needed was simple and straightforward.  The message of the Lord 

through Amos was not anything they had not heard before.  It was simply “Seek Me that you 

may live.”  If we realize that God is the Source of all life, then we cannot help but conclude that 

the closer we draw to God, the more life we will enjoy.  Some commentators think that this 

remedy was being offered to individuals who would repent and turn back to the Lord (the 

remnant) and it was not something that was available to the nation as a whole since its judgment 

had been sealed.  We can find some support for this view in the prophecy of Micah where he 

writes in 7:18 “Who is a God like You, Pardoning iniquity And passing over the transgression of 

the remnant of His heritage?” 



 We find that it was important that they seek the Lord in the right way.  The proper path 

was not the religious practices of their past traditions since these had become corrupted.  The 

warning was given to avoid Bethel and other places of traditional worship.  Bethel literally 

means “house of God” and was so named because it is the place where Jacob had the vision of a 

ladder between heaven and earth and angels ascending and descending on the ladder.  Later on it 

was the location of the Ark of the Covenant and then, after the division of the nation into the 

Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom, Bethel was where Jeroboam set up one of the 

golden calf idols.  Gilgal was another significant location that had been the initial encampment 

site when the Israelites first came into the Promised Land.  It was where Saul was declared king 

and it was one of the sites where Samuel would meet with the people when he was God’s 

prophet for Israel.  However, by the time of Hosea, Amos, and Micah it had become a place for a 

sacrificial cult religion.  Beersheba was at the southern extreme of the nation and it was 

associated with the early patriarchs (such as Isaac).  It also had become a center of undesirable 

religious practices.   

 The lesson that we can learn is that we can drift away from acceptable worship of God 

that we once had and substitute alternative “religious” activities over the course of time and lull 

ourselves into thinking we are worshiping God when we are doing little more than entertaining 

ourselves and providing a venue for egocentric orators and singers whose main motivation is 

performance driven.  Tragically, many have abandoned even such substitutes for true worship of 

God and when there is a call to repentance, many will simply return to the places of “religious 

activities” rather than seek the Lord in spirit and in truth.  You may hear a statement such as “We 

gotta get back into church because we having so many problems.”  The remedy is not to get back 

into a church situation that is simply going through the motions, but people need to “seek the 

Lord that they may live.”   

 What is involved in seeking the Lord?  If we read a little further on in the passage around 

verses 14 and 15, we see general advice such as “seek good and not evil” as well as “hate evil, 

love good, and establish justice in the gates.”  The outcome of such life direction choices was 

that they might live and that the Lord would be gracious to the “remnant” of Israel.  This last 

statement may be an implication that the hope of repentance and seeking the Lord was 

specifically for those who would heed the call and not for the nation in general.  If that is the 

case, then it is all the more important for true believers to remain “in the faith” and not lose hope 

in the midst of what appears to be a general collapse of the present culture.  We can look around 

us and seriously wonder if anything can turn our nation around from what appears to be a 

headlong plunge into the abyss of godlessness.  The words of Amos that “perhaps the Lord will 

be gracious to the remnant” give us hope in such times.   

 Verse seven would tell us that those who distort justice and those who have abandoned 

righteousness in favor of perversion and disregard of God will not escape the judgment that God 

will send on nations who turn their backs on Him. 

 

Longing for a Rescue Day? – 5:18-20 
18 

Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, For what purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will 

be darkness and not light; 
19 

As when a man flees from a lion And a bear meets him, Or goes home, leans his hand 

against the wall And a snake bites him. 
20 

Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of light, Even gloom with 

no brightness in it?  Amos 5:18-20 (NASB95) 
 Many churches today put a lot of emphasis on the Second Coming of Jesus.  They look 

forward, with great hope and expectation, for the time when Jesus will return.  They see it as a 

glorious time when true Christians will be raptured (caught up) out of this world.  They wish that 



the Lord would not delay His return.  In a similar way, the Israelites looked forward to a time 

when God would bring judgment on the nations and vindicate Israel.  They looked forward to the 

coming of the Messiah.  It was likely a surprise to them that Amos pronounced “woe” upon 

them.  They had not taken into account that judgment must begin with God’s people.  If they 

really anticipated an outpouring of God’s judgment, then they should have been preparing 

themselves through repentance and obedience to escape the consequences of judgment.  Amos 

told them they were living as dangerously as a person who might meet a lion or a bear in the 

street or have snakes in their home.  They thought they were immune from the judgment just 

because they were Israelites.  What they thought would be a day of rejoicing would be a day of 

darkness and woe. 

 Peter gave a similar warning to the First Century Christians who were looking forward to 

the Christ’s return.  He told them that God was delaying judgment so they could make every 

effort to be spotless, blameless, and at peace with Him (2 Pet 3:14).  What many present-day 

Christians fail to realize is that the time of Christ’s return will be preceded by tribulation and 

persecution.  There will be global upheavals in the physical realm and the governments of the 

world.  In Jesus’ discourse in Matthew 24, He told us that unless those days are shortened, no 

one would survive. 

 

Substituting Rites for Right Living? – 5:21-24 
21 

“I hate, I reject your festivals, Nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22 

“Even though you offer up to Me 

burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them; And I will not even look at the peace offerings of 

your fatlings. 
23 

“Take away from Me the noise of your songs; I will not even listen to the sound of your harps. 
24 

“But let justice roll down like waters And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  Amos 5:21-24 (NASB95) 
 The people of Israel were going through the motions of religious observance without 

regard for what God expected or required.  They were doing what they wanted to do because it 

made them feel good.  God’s reaction to their actions was one of revulsion.  Because their hearts 

were not right toward God, the outward acts of celebrating religious holidays, offering sacrifices 

and singing hymns were nothing more than a sham.  We must keep in mind what God told 

Samuel regarding the selection of a king for the nation: “for man looks on the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”  If our heart is not right with God, then God will 

accept neither us nor what we do. 

 If our hearts are right with God, then it is because we have allowed God to give us a new 

heart.  When we do this, the “love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.”  Jesus 

told us “Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow 

from within him.”  Amos also referred to waters flowing when people were in right relationship 

with God.  These streams of living water would carry justice and righteousness and it will be a 

mighty stream.  Justice and righteousness are characteristics of God and will be the outcome of 

our lives as Jesus lives in us. 

 

Caring About Self But Not About Others? – 6:1-7 
1 

Woe to those who are at ease in Zion And to those who feel secure in the mountain of Samaria, The distinguished 

men of the foremost of nations, To whom the house of Israel comes. 
2 

Go over to Calneh and look, And go from 

there to Hamath the great, Then go down to Gath of the Philistines. Are they better than these kingdoms, Or is their 

territory greater than yours? 
3 

Do you put off the day of calamity, And would you bring near the seat of violence? 
4 

Those who recline on beds of ivory And sprawl on their couches, And eat lambs from the flock And calves from the 

midst of the stall, 
5 

Who improvise to the sound of the harp, And like David have composed songs for themselves, 
6 

Who drink wine from sacrificial bowls While they anoint themselves with the finest of oils, Yet they have not 

grieved over the ruin of Joseph. 
7 

Therefore, they will now go into exile at the head of the exiles, And the sprawlers’ 

banqueting will pass away.  Amos 6:1-7 (NASB95) 



 Complacency can kill you or can certainly lead to many problems.  Those addressed in 

this indictment were the men of Judah and Samaria.  The leaders of the nation had an exalted 

opinion of themselves and they were arrogant.  They had achieved a level of success and they 

wallowed in the luxury they had.  They provided the very best of everything for themselves.  

They considered themselves to be the first and foremost in importance and they choose for 

themselves the first (or finest) quality of oils and Amos warned them that they would be the first 

to go into captivity.   

 Amos reminded them to look around at the other nations (some of which had fallen) and 

be honest with themselves if they would fare any better than those.  Did they really think they 

were more deserving than those nations who were their neighbors?  Israel had been more blessed 

than their neighbors and yet they were unthankful for God’s blessing and went the same way of 

sinning as those who paid the price for their sins.  This is like asking our nation today if we think 

we can escape punishment if we follow the same path of sin that led to the destruction of Sodom 

and Gomorrah?   

 They had plenty of time for celebrating and partying and taking expensive vacations but 

had no time to give for addressing the real problems of the nation.  Wow!  That really sounds 

familiar to what we see happening today in our national leadership.  Some commentators point 

out that the leaders of Judah and Israel knew there were problems but choose to ignore them in 

favor of living for the moment without any regard for what was obviously building as a threat to 

the nation.  Again, this should sound familiar to what we hear on the news of the day.     

 The failure of Israel to make a connection between their religion rituals and their daily 

lives should serve as a warning for us in the church today that justice and righteousness are still 

priorities with God and judgment comes upon any nation when these are absent.   

 

 

  


