
LET THE VERDICT BE READ 
Amos 8:11-12; 9:8-15 (2/10/13) 

 

 Some of the more popular shows on TV and some classic movies are set in and around a 

court room.  All of us have probably seen or read a Perry Mason episode or novel by Erle 

Stanley Gardner in which the drama builds until the end of the show when the jury returns with a 

verdict.  If you watch enough of these episodes, you usually know that the good guys win or 

some unexpected piece of evidence will be unveiled that clinches the case for the Perry Mason 

team.  The big moment is the reading of the verdict.   

 As we come to the final two chapters of the prophecies of Amos, we find the verdict 

proclaimed in Chapter Eight and the Judgment declared in Chapter Nine.   

 In the beginning of Chapter Eight we find some insight into one of the ways Amos 

learned what God’s message was for that time.  God showed Amos a basket of summer fruit.  It 

does not say that this was a vision or just something that God caused him to notice in a special 

way.  The question came to Amos as “what do you see?”  Amos was as most of us are, fairly 

straightforward and practical.  His answer was “a basket of fruit.”  It was that; however, that 

basket of fruit had a message wrapped up in it.  The fruit was the harvest and the wages of the 

labor of the farmer or husbandman.  Summer was over and the crop was in.  What you harvest is 

what you get.  What this basket of fruit symbolized was that the end had come for Israel.  

 In a series of four messages Amos essentially read the verdict against Israel.  The first 

message started out pointing out that their songs would turn into a wailing of grief.  There would 

be corpses everywhere and these would be carried off in silence.  This verdict was directed 

against those who had been dishonest in their business dealings and had cheated others by giving 

less and charging more.  Now, we just call that “inflation.”  Many will make excuses for such 

inflation by noting that even though prices go up, wages go up and so it all washes out.  Tell that 

to those who are on fixed income and those who rely on interest on their saving when the interest 

rate has been held artificially low to hide the sorry economic condition of our national debt.  

 In Amos’ time, these people had a show of religious activities but the total driving force 

in their life was the economic bottom line.  This sounds like where we are today.  If you ask a 

typical father what is the most important thing in his life he will likely tell you it is his wife and 

children.  What does he spend most of his time on?  His time is spent on his job and the next 

promotion or on his hobby or some inconsequential sport.   

 The second message was related to darkness and sorrow that would envelope the land of 

Israel.  Ironically, there was an eclipse of the sun (and an earthquake) in June of 763 BC that 

would have been on the minds of the people.  The coming darkness would turn their festivals 

into a time of mourning and their songs of joy into lamentations.  What do you think the people 

of New Orleans think about every Labor Day since 2005?  What do you think the people of New 

Jersey and Long Island will be thinking about at Thanksgiving time next year and for several 

years from now?  What will Christmas mean to the folks of Newtown, Connecticut for the 

foreseeable future?   

 The third message is found in the declaration of a famine.    

 

Trust Comes by Hearing – 8:11-12 
11 

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD, “When I will send a famine on the land, Not a famine for 

bread or a thirst for water, But rather for hearing the words of the LORD. 
12 

“People will stagger from sea to sea And 

from the north even to the east; They will go to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, But they will not find it.  

Amos 8:11-12 (NASB95) 



 The thing the world longs for is something (or someone) in which they can trust and 

something (or someone) on which they can rely.  In not too many years past, people looked to 

the government as being rock solid and something on which they could depend.  For example, 

what was safer than U.S. Treasury bonds?  People used to think that no one would dare mess 

with our nation or harm our citizens because we would send in the Marines or the Navy.  How 

well has that been working out for us lately?  Politicians run for office and they promise to do 

this or do that and some who are naive believe what they say and then are disappointed to find 

that they really did not mean it and it is not going to happen.  Many famous people who were 

thought to be good examples of integrity are uncovered and shown to be something other than 

what they claimed to be.  This has happened just recently in the world of sports.  It has happened 

in the not too distant past in religious circles.   

 So many things in which people have trusted have been proven to be untrustworthy and, 

as a consequence, many are searching for truth in all the wrong places.  Amos described this as 

seeking for the word of the Lord and not being able to find it.  If we substitute the word “truth” 

for the “word of the Lord,” then we may be better able to understand why people (today) cannot 

find truth.  They say they want to find truth (what is the origin or life, what is good and evil, 

what should we be trying to achieve in our nation, what is the purpose of man’s existence, etc.) 

but they will not allow themselves to believe that the Word of God is Truth.   

 Israel was described as people going from north to east and from sea to sea trying to find 

truth.  The problem was that they had ignored the truth of God’s word for so long that they could 

not recognize it.  This was a result of ignorance or willful pride.  I believe that this is exactly 

what we are seeing in our nation today.  Most people are woefully ignorant of what God’s word 

actually says and even more ignorant of what it really means.  Many who are aware of the 

content of the Bible refuse to accept it because of pride in their thinking that they are too 

sophisticated to believe in the “spiritual realm.”  As Paul wrote in Roman 1:22, “Professing 

themselves to be wise, they show themselves to be fools.”  Not being able to see the truth when it 

is in plain sight is evidence of people being given over to reprobate mind. 

 The fourth message involved a natural outcome of what happens to the next generation 

when people are proud and/or ignorant.  Their children fall into the same trap as their parents had 

built for themselves.  An excellent comment on this situation can be found in The New Bible 

Commentary (D. A. Carson) who summed it up this way.   
The hope of the future, the young, is held in mortgage for the sins of the past. When the word of God is not 

believed, people will believe anything and the cults will grab the young, taking them by the hand in order to 

take them by the throat, till they fall and cannot rise again.  
 

Sovereignty Cuts Two Ways – 9:8-10 
8 

“Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are on the sinful kingdom, And I will destroy it from the face of the earth; 

Nevertheless, I will not totally destroy the house of Jacob,” Declares the LORD. 
9 

“For behold, I am commanding, 

And I will shake the house of Israel among all nations As grain is shaken in a sieve, But not a kernel will fall to the 

ground. 
10 

“All the sinners of My people will die by the sword, Those who say, ‘The calamity will not overtake or 

confront us.’  Amos 9:8-10 (NASB95) 
  Following the verdict of guilty, then we find the judgment of God that must follow the 

verdict.  In the first part of Chapter Nine, Amos saw God standing by the altar where He  

pronounced the judgment sentence that would result in the destruction of the nation.  People 

would not be able to escape by digging deep into the earth or climbing to the highest mountain.  

They would not be able to find refuge in the depth of the sea or if they try to get lost in the 

nations around them by blending in, they would still be killed.   

 God then had Amos remind the people that they are really not any different from any 



other people group on the face of the earth.  They are not innately or inherently better people 

than the Ethiopians, Philistines, or Arameans.  The only thing that made them special was the 

covenant relationship that God had initiated with Abraham and renewed through Moses.  Why 

would they think that they would continue to be special if they had abandoned the covenants?   

 The fact that God is in sovereign control is seen in the fact that not all of the descendants 

of Jacob would perish.  We know that the judgment on Judah was different from what Israel 

experienced.  We also see in this passage that God exercised mercy with regard to many of the 

Israelites by scattering them among the surrounding nations in the Middle East.  The picture that 

Amos used was that of someone using a screen to remove rocks or pebbles from soil.  The soil 

would fall through and the pebbles would retained on the screen.  

 Who were those represented by the soil and by the pebbles?  The soil that fell through 

was the segment of the population that became dispersed.  These were the ordinary people who 

were likely involved in unacceptable practices but were not totally aware that what they were 

doing was unacceptable to God.  These were the people who just fit into whatever was the 

situation or culture of the present time.  They may have gone to the temple to take offering to the 

golden calf but it was just because everyone else was doing that.  It is somewhat like people 

today who really don’t think about the morality of various practices such as people living 

together outside of marriage.  The reasoning goes something like this: well there is no law 

against it, so it must be OK.  With regard to having an abortion, they might tell you that it is all 

perfectly legal and everyone is doing so what is the big deal?  Someone might ask them if it is 

OK to have a statue of a pagan god in their home and they would likely say it is just decoration 

and a lot of people have them, so it is probably just fine.   

 What about the rocks or pebbles that would be screened out?  Some commentators 

suggest that these were people who advocated or promoted the idea that there would be no day of 

judgment and no day of accounting.  We have a lot of such folks around today.  These are the 

people who tell us that all this “religion business” is just a bunch of man-made superstition and 

people who believe in God are just childish and silly.  These were and are the people who 

opposed God’s ways and lead people astray.  The predicted outcome for these during Amos’ 

time was death by the sword.  I wonder what Amos would tell us today if he could speak to our 

nation? 

 As sure as there was judgment for those who chased after sin, there was hope for the 

remnant who followed the Lord and obeyed His word.  We see the promise of restoration in the 

final verses of Amos’s prophecy.   

 

True Hope Rests in God – 9:11-15 
11 

“In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, And wall up its breaches; I will also raise up its ruins And 

rebuild it as in the days of old; 
12 

That they may possess the remnant of Edom And all the nations who are called by 

My name,” Declares the LORD who does this. 
13 

“Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “When the plowman 

will overtake the reaper And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; When the mountains will drip sweet wine 

And all the hills will be dissolved. 
14 

“Also I will restore the captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the 

ruined cities and live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, And make gardens and eat their 

fruit. 
15 

“I will also plant them on their land, And they will not again be rooted out from their land Which I have 

given them,” Says the LORD your God.  Amos 9:11-15 (NASB95) 
 If you check the final verses of Hosea (14:4-9), Joel (3:18-21), Micah (7:14-20), 

Zephaniah (3:14-20), and Amos which were all written during the last days of the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel, you will see a common theme of restoration of the nation to an idyllic state 

that can be likened to the time of the glory day of the Davidic reign or to a situation that reminds 

us of what the Garden of Eden was like or even to what we might find in a heaven-like setting.  



Adam and Eve had it made in the Garden of Eden until sin came in and they were put out of the 

Garden.  Israel had it made in the Promised Land and reached a peak of greatness during the 

David and Solomon realms.  They then sinned so blatantly that they were removed from the land.  

Judah was restored to the land after a seventy-year time of exile and they worked very diligently 

in their own strength to avoid the problems of the past such as idol worship and alliances with 

other nations; however, they had simply substituted human effort and discipline for the pagan 

idols of their ancestors and they, too, rejected God’s way that was presented to them in the 

coming of the Messiah.  They then were also dispersed among the nations and efforts have been 

underway for more than a half century to bring them back to the land of their ancestors.  Many 

will debate whether or not this is a fulfillment of the prophecies of Hosea, Joel, Micah and others 

or man’s attempt to bring about what God has promised to accomplish.  The United Nations’ 

effort to reestablish Israel as a nation in that area may be (not many would agree with this) what 

Sarah and Abraham tried to do with Hagar in order to “help” God provide an heir for Abraham.  

As you know, Ishmael was not God’s solution and his descendants have created trouble in the 

world ever since.   

 These prophecies may be related to the emergence of the church following the coming of 

Jesus and his sacrificial death that put an end to the old “sacrifice and offerings” of the religious 

system instituted by Moses.  These rites and rituals were no longer needed since their purpose 

was to point to the coming of the Messiah.   

 The promises given through Amos can be sorted into those related to who will govern, to 

a restoration of creation to an idealized condition, and liberty or freedom for mankind.   

 The question of who will govern finds its answer in the promise that God made to David 

that someone from his lineage would occupy the throne of the kingdom of God’s people.  There 

is almost universal agreement among most Christians that this can be fulfilled only in the person 

of Jesus the Christ.  Is this fulfillment being experienced (even now) in the church or is this 

prophecy pointing to a time that we call the Millennial Reign?  You will find a multitude of 

opinions that attempt to answer this question.   

 With regard to a restoration of nature or creation, Amos expressed it as a situation in 

which the harvest was so bountiful that the farmers could not get everything processed before it 

was time to plant again.  The hills of the territory would be covered with vineyards and would 

appear to be flowing (melting) from the abundance of wine, honey and milk that will be 

produced during that time.   

  Freedom or release from captivity was a common theme of a desirable outcome for the 

Israelite since they were formed as a nation.  The time in Egypt was seen as captivity, the 

dispersion among the nations and not being able to return to Israel was a type of captivity and the 

exile in Babylon was certainly a period of captivity.  Putting an end to captivity and being able to 

return to the land to rebuild what was lost was a most desirable outcome.  Amos’s writing of this 

was a century before Judah as carried away into captivity.  This prophecy did not find it ultimate 

fulfillment in the return of the Jews from Babylon since they were again dispersed and 

dispossessed of the land around AD 70.  Many point to the time of the Millennial Reign of Christ 

as the ultimate fulfillment of this and similar prophecies found throughout the Old Testament.   

 We should keep in mind that any promises that use such terms as “never” and “always” 

are likely related to those things which are eternal and we should, therefore, look for spiritual 

significance as the true meaning of what is promised.   


