
RISK EVERYTHING FOR GOD 
Daniel 3:1-30 

 
 A recent study was done by a group to determine if there were any biases against 
religious people in hiring practices.  They found that if any mention regarding religious 
affiliation was made in the resume the application was 21 percent less likely to get a response.  
Atheists in Oregon were warning parents that a Christian organization will damage their children 
through its summer Bible program.  Their objection is that telling people that “all have sinned” 
will damage their self-esteem.  We have all heard about the Sudanese Christian woman who was 
held in prison and sentenced to die because she had chosen Christianity over Islamic beliefs.  
The new radical group ISIS has killed many Christians in Iraq and is giving them a choice of 
denouncing their Christianity and adopting Muslim beliefs or die.  An Iowa newspaper is being 
called to task for firing an employee who expressed his Christian beliefs in a personal blog.   
 We live in a society where even word definitions are evolving to fit the new religion of 
secular humanism.  For example, the word “tolerance” used to simply mean “having respect for a 
person with different views with which you disagree but you could still disagree.”  Now, it 
means “to accept all ideas and beliefs as equally valid.”  Such a definition will work only for a 
person with no conviction and no beliefs.  We are becoming a nation of people who accept and 
go along with whatever comes up and we “tolerate” anything and everything.  Many people 
today would have little or no problem bowing down (obeying) to a new law or regulation that 
would tell them that they had to pay for their employees’ costs for abortion drugs.  If someone 
disagrees, then they have to go through the court system and risk being put out of business or 
subjected to heavy fines.  These things may not be as blatant as what the exiles in Babylon 
encountered but the same principles apply.   
 
Worship Alternatives – 3:1-7 
1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, the height of which was sixty cubits and its width six cubits; he 
set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent word to assemble the 
satraps, the prefects and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates and all the rulers of 
the provinces to come to the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the 
prefects and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates and all the rulers of the 
provinces were assembled for the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they stood 
before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed: “To you the command is 
given, O peoples, nations and men of every language, 5 that at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, 
lyre, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds of music, you are to fall down and worship the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king has set up. 6 “But whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately be cast into 
the midst of a furnace of blazing fire.” 7 Therefore at that time, when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, 
flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, bagpipe and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell 
down and worshiped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.  Daniel 3:1–7 (NASB95) 
 For some reason I had imagined that the “image” that had been set up was a statue with 
the likeness of Nebuchadnezzar.  If that were the case, then he would have to have been a really 
slender person if his height was ten times his width.  Some commentators have suggested that if 
it were a manlike statue that it had to be on a very tall base since the height-to-width ratio of a 
person is more like four to one.  There is a good possibility that it was a simple obelisk that was 
covered in gold.  Ten to one is a reasonable ratio of height to width for such a structure.  For 
example the Washington Monument is 555.5 feet tall and 55.5 feet wide.   
 The use of obelisks in the ancient world (Egypt and Babylon) was typically connected to  
worship of the sun and the structure was representative of a “ray of light” from the sun.  It was 
typically associated with a domed building that was representative of the goddess “mother 



earth.”  While there was no mention of such an association with the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, we see these combinations in some places even in today’s world.  
Examples are in the Vatican and Washington, D.C.  Most people are oblivious to the connection 
of the most powerful religious group (Roman Catholicism) and the most powerful national group 
(United States) to symbolisms that are pagan in their origin.   
 The golden image was likely located near the site of the Tower of Babel which combined 
elements of astrology, worship of the stars, moon and sun and was driven by delusions of man 
being his own god and using his own ability to create an idealized utopian society that would be 
like heaven.   
 Some commentators have suggested that the image may have been inspired by the dream 
that Nebuchadnezzar had of the statue of a man with golden head, silver chest and arms, bronze 
lower body and thighs, iron legs and clay feet.  The speculation is that Nebuchadnezzar built his 
statue entirely of gold in an effort to deny or avert the prophetic interpretation of that dream that 
his kingdom would be replaced with a succession of other kingdoms represented by silver, 
bronze, iron and clay.  
 How could Nebuchadnezzar prevent the failure of his kingdom?  He probably thought 
that he could do it by demanding loyalty from all his subjects.  How would they show loyalty?  
By bowing down and worshiping the golden image.  How could he make sure that all would be 
loyal?  He would kill everyone who was disloyal.  Could that happen in today’s world?  There 
are many who suspect that some people have been killed because they did not conform to what 
powerful politicians and those in elected positions of power wanted done.  The usual tactic used 
nowadays is simply to find something they said in the past and twist its meaning to mean 
something “politically incorrect” and then destroy their reputations using the national media and 
kill any future influence they might have.  Or they could have the IRS target organizations that 
do not support their agenda or pass ridiculous laws with harsh financial penalties for those who 
do not conform because such laws would violate their religious beliefs.   
 
Decide to Serve Only God – 3:8-12 
8 For this reason at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and brought charges against the Jews. 9 They 
responded and said to Nebuchadnezzar the king: “O king, live forever! 10 “You, O king, have made a decree that 
every man who hears the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery, and bagpipe and all kinds of music, is to fall 
down and worship the golden image. 11 “But whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into the midst of 
a furnace of blazing fire. 12 “There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the administration of the 
province of Babylon, namely Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. These men, O king, have disregarded you; they do 
not serve your gods or worship the golden image which you have set up.”  Daniel 3:8–12 (NASB95) 
 It would appear that it was “politics as usual” in the government of Babylon.  First of all, 
they passed a law and many people simply ignored it.  It seems obvious that Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah did not comply with the new edict to bow down and worship the golden image when 
certain music was played.  They were in positions of administrative responsibility in the 
government and did not protest the new law but simply went about their duties as if it did not 
exist.   
 This then leads to the second evidence of “politics as usual” in that some of the people 
who were likely jealous of the positions that these Jews had brought accusations against them 
pointing out that they had not obeyed the decree regarding acceptable worship.  How often do we 
see such things going on in today’s political environment?  Every public statement of anyone 
with any influence is being examined by someone who will attempt to discredit the person and 
destroy their influence if that person is not of the same party as the accuser.  The typical response 
is for the accused to issue an apology and that will usually only fuel the fire to kill the career of 



the person who made the statement.  Others who survive such attacks will stand their ground and 
refuse to back down from the truth.  In many of these cases, the truth eventually wins.   
 
Worldly Rage and Arrogance – 3:13-15   
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and anger gave orders to bring Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego; then these men 
were brought before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15 “Now if you are ready, 
at the moment you hear the sound of the horn, flute, lyre, trigon, psaltery and bagpipe and all kinds of music, to fall 
down and worship the image that I have made, very well. But if you do not worship, you will immediately be cast 
into the midst of a furnace of blazing fire; and what god is there who can deliver you out of my hands?”  Daniel 
3:13–15 (NASB95) 
 Pride can be a very dangerous thing especially for other people.  Being ignored is 
considered to be a high form of disrespect by many people.  For those of us who are not in 
positions of power our reaction is typically to feel the pain of (assumed) rejection and either 
forget it and move on or try to think of way to seek revenge.  Sometimes we find people who are 
in positions of power who will attempt to make an example of those who show such disrespect in 
an effort to send a strong message to others about the folly of ignoring someone who is “so 
important.”   
 While the rage and anger of Nebuchadnezzar showed a lack of self discipline and 
behavior bordering on being juvenile, he was careful to not just take an accuser’s word for the 
incident.  He was also willing to give the guilty parties a second chance to comply with the edict 
which would deliver them from the penalty of disobedience. 
 I am amazed when I read such accounts that anyone would think that a person can decide 
to “believe in” or endorse an idea at a particular moment when a few seconds ago they had been 
opposed to that idea or philosophy unless they were presented with convincing evidence that the 
idea or philosophy was absolute truth and was not just an illusion.  Such efforts were used by the 
Communists following the Bolshevik Revolution in trying to get people to denounce their 
Christian faith and endorse godless Communism.  The Chinese under Moa Tse Tung did the 
same thing in trying to force people to vow allegiance to the Moa government and Communism.  
Hundreds of years before that, the Spanish conquistadores did the same thing with some of the 
Indian tribes in South America.  They would torture or threaten them with death if they did not 
renounce their pagan religion and endorse Catholicism.  We hear of evidence of ISIS doing the 
same thing now with Christians in the Middle East especially in Iraq.  Does anyone really think 
that such a renouncing of one’s belief and confession of another belief has any validity 
whatsoever?  If a person’s belief is so loosely held as to be given up and another readily accepted 
with no basis other than to avoid pain or death, then that belief is in “name only” and is totally 
spurious.        
 
Resist All Pressure to Falter – 3:16-18 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to give you an 
answer concerning this matter. 17 “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of 
blazing fire; and He will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 “But even if He does not, let it be known to you, O 
king, that we are not going to serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”  Daniel 3:16–18 
(NASB95) 
 At first glance, the answer the three Hebrews gave to the king seems impertinent; 
however, the meaning is more likely that they were telling him “You know us and our character 
and you know what our answer is going to be.”  Nebuchadnezzar was operating on a general 
assumption that everyone has a price.  While that assumption is generally true for most of 



humanity, the exception to that rule should be universal for all who are true believers in the One 
True God.  The bottom line is that a person’s salvation and relationship with God are far more 
valuable than anything else.  Jesus stated it so well in the question “What does it profit a person 
if he gains the whole world and lose his soul?”   
 The spiritual understanding and maturity of these three men were exceptional.  They 
knew the omnipotence of God – He is able to deliver regardless of the choices evil men make.  
They also knew the sovereignty of God – He can choose to deliver or not deliver and that is not 
an indication of His ability but simply indicates His choice.   
 These young men even provided an answer to the king’s arrogant question of “what god 
is able to deliver you out of my hands.”  Most translations render their answer as “He will deliver 
us out of your hands,” this is better translated as “He is able (can) deliver us . . .”  Saying that 
“God will deliver” could be considered to be presumptuous, while saying that “God can deliver” 
is an admission that God was and is in control and that they were walking by faith and trusting in 
God to provide whatever was needed.  (Just as a matter of information, the Holman Christian 
Standard Bible uses “can” rather than “will” in this verse.) 
 Notice that the resolve to be obedient to the word of God and His commandments was 
not dependent on the circumstances.  Most people live in a world of situational moral ethics.  
The world in which God resides is one of absolute moral ethics.  Where do we reside?   
 
The Reality of Persecution – 3:19-23 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with wrath, and his facial expression was altered toward Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego. He answered by giving orders to heat the furnace seven times more than it was usually heated. 20 He 
commanded certain valiant warriors who were in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in order to 
cast them into the furnace of blazing fire. 21 Then these men were tied up in their trousers, their coats, their caps and 
their other clothes, and were cast into the midst of the furnace of blazing fire. 22 For this reason, because the king’s 
command was urgent and the furnace had been made extremely hot, the flame of the fire slew those men who 
carried up Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego. 23 But these three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, fell into 
the midst of the furnace of blazing fire still tied up.  Daniel 3:19–23 (NASB95) 
 Once again we see evidence that Nebuchadnezzar was lacking self control and that his 
ego and emotions had control of him and his actions.  When people are moved to do extreme 
things to make a point, then they show that pride and arrogance and perhaps even hatred are 
driving their decisions rather than logic and principled thought.  When that happens then others 
beside the targets of such anger are harmed by the resulting reckless behavior.  We see this kind 
of “out of control” behavior in the so-called mass shootings that are sometimes triggered by a 
person who believes that he was wronged by being fired from a place of employment.  It shows 
up sometimes when a spouse is rejected.  The rage that is triggered spills over to whoever 
happens to be around and not just the main target of their revenge.    
 
Trust in God’s Presence and Power – 3:24-30 
24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he said to his high officials, “Was it not 
three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” They replied to the king, “Certainly, O king.” 25 He said, 
“Look! I see four men loosed and walking about in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the 
fourth is like a son of the gods!” 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the furnace of blazing fire; he 
responded and said, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego, come out, you servants of the Most High God, and come 
here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego came out of the midst of the fire. 27 The satraps, the prefects, the 
governors and the king’s high officials gathered around and saw in regard to these men that the fire had no effect on 
the bodies of these men nor was the hair of their head singed, nor were their trousers damaged, nor had the smell of 
fire even come upon them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar responded and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abed-nego, who has sent His angel and delivered His servants who put their trust in Him, violating the king’s 
command, and yielded up their bodies so as not to serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 “Therefore I 



make a decree that any people, nation or tongue that speaks anything offensive against the God of Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abed-nego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses reduced to a rubbish heap, inasmuch as there 
is no other god who is able to deliver in this way.” 30 Then the king caused Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego to 
prosper in the province of Babylon.  Daniel 3:24–30 (NASB95) 
 It’s a miracle!  When God intervenes and the impossible happens, then a miracle has 
occurred.  Nebuchadnezzar was impressed to the point that he reversed his attempt to rebel 
against the kingdom of Jehovah God as we saw in the first verses of this chapter to a point that 
he was now advocating for the kingdom of Jehovah.  Did he tear down the golden image?  The 
scriptures are silent on this, but my guess is that he did not.  His reaction could be compared to 
what Philip encountered with Simon the magician in a city of Samaria as recorded in Acts 
chapter eight.  He was impressed by the miracle of God’s complete protection of His people but 
there was no real repentance and conversion.  In Jonah 2:8 we see a statement that helps to 
explain the situation that Nebuchadnezzar was in.  “Those who regard vain idols, forsake their 
faithfulness.”   
 There is no indication that the king actually shared the trust that the three Hebrews had in 
God.  He took some action to promote them, but there was no change in his heart as evidenced 
by the new decree that those who did not embrace the religion of the God of Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abed-nego would be killed.   
 What kind of faith do we have?  It is something that is a result of being impressed with 
what God did for us in Christ and by confessing that we believe so that we secure for ourselves 
life rather than death?  In other words is it a “fire insurance policy” or is a faith that simply trusts 
in God totally in every situation and all circumstances in everyday life?   


