
DELIVERANCE OF GOD'S PEOPLE

If you were a student of history and were to review all the nations and kingdoms, you will find
that almost everyone of them assumed that they would rule forever.  Many of the nations around
the Mediterranean Sea had significant influence on the then known world.  Because they also
influenced the Hebrew people, we find record of this influence in the Bible.  The Egyptians were a
great and mighty nation.  They assumed that their nation would last for ever.  We see evidence of
that belief in the pyramids that they built to house their kings so that these could be brought back
to life at some later time.  This nation decayed and others arose:  the Assyrians, the Syrians, the
Babylonians, the Persians, the Greeks, the Romans.  Each one of these had illusions of grandeur
that they would not be like the others but would survive.  We know that they did not.  In more
modern times, the Spanish were powerful and set out to explore and influence the world, the
British were dominant for a while (the sun never sets on the British empire).  Germany tried it
twice, Russia tried it for 70 years and we have seen the failures.  Worldly kingdoms rise and
fall--some seem benevolent and others want to oppress and dominate; but all, no matter how
powerful, will pass away. 

The rising and falling of nations are not chance events, but are known to God and all fit into His
plan. The events that were to happen take up much of the writings of Daniel. In Chapter 2 of
Daniel, the Babylonian king had a dream of a great statue that represented coming kingdoms that
would influence the world. Later on Daniel himself had a dream or vision of several animals that
came up out of the sea.  Many believe that these represent kingdoms and nations that were to
come on the world scene.  Some believe that these kingdoms in Chapter 2 are the same as were
pictured in Chapter 7.  Others think that the beasts of Chapter 7 represent yet to come nations in
the end times in which we are living.  It is likely that both are right.  Let take a look at what
Daniel saw. 

1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel saw a dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed;
then he wrote the dream down and related the following summary of it. 2 Daniel said, “I was looking in my vision
by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 3 “And four great beasts were coming
up from the sea, different from one another. 4 “The first was like a lion and had the wings of an eagle. I kept
looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a
man; a human mind also was given to it. 5 “And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was
raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, ‘Arise, devour
much meat!’ 6 “After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings
of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it. 7 “After this I kept looking in the night
visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It
devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that
were before it, and it had ten horns. 8 “While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one,
came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn
possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts.  Daniel 7:1-8 (NASB95)

We can compare the statue and the four beasts that Daniel saw.  The lion with the eagle wings is
thought to symbolize the Babylonian empire.  The tearing off of the wings was the humbling
experience of Nebuchadnezzar (lost his mind for 7 years) and then acknowledged that God was
sovereign. The bear is thought to be Media- Persia and the three ribs are the three major conquest
of Lydia, Babylon and Egypt.  The leopard was thought to be Greece with the wings representing



the rapid conquests of Alexander the Great.  The four heads represent the main divisions of the
Greek Empire after the death of Alexander.  The fourth beast is thought to be the Roman Empire. 
The little horn that boasts is said by many to represent the anti-Christ.  All of these represent a
very frightening situation; however, there is hope because Daniel's dream is not over. 

9 “I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow
And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 10 “A
river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And
myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened. 11 “Then I kept
looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I kept looking until the beast was
slain, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire. 12 “As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was
taken away, but an extension of life was granted to them for an appointed period of time.  Daniel 7:9-12 (NASB95)

The Ancient of Days that is holding court is the assurance that God is still in control and that
there will a judgment time in the future.  Even the terrifying beast will be stripped of power and
the anti-Christ destroyed.  Daniel's vision went on. 

13 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming,
And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 14 “And to Him was given dominion, Glory
and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an
everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.  Daniel
7:13-14 (NASB95)

I believe that what Daniel was witnessing was the homecoming of Jesus after He ascended back
to Heaven. In the progression of Kingdoms, we can take comfort in knowing that there is a
Kingdom that is built on righteousness and holiness and is one that will never pass away.  The
Jews that were in captivity were looking for deliverance from their captive situation; however,
what Daniel was shown was that God planned to deliver all mankind from captivity to sin and the
world system. 

Daniel was an interpreter of dreams and had been called on to explain the dream that
Nebuchadnezzar had. He had been called on to explain the message of the hand writing on the
wall for Belshazzar.  Now Daniel was at a loss to know what this dream meant.  He was
especially concerned about the fourth beast.  The general theme is that four kingdoms would arise
from the earth but that the saints of the Most High will eventually receive the kingdom and will
possess it forever.  Daniel was then shown some of the details of what would happen before this
great judgment came (or is to come). 

21 “I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the saints and overpowering them 22 until the Ancient of
Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints
took possession of the kingdom. 23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which
will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it. 24 ‘As
for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be
different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings. 25 ‘He will speak out against the Most High and wear
down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be
given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 26 ‘But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will
be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.  Daniel 7:21-26 (NASB95)



DANIEL 7:21-26 The "horn" that made war with the saints is the little horn described earlier. 
There are many and various interpretation of who or what this is.  Some say it is the anti-Christ
which is yet to come.  Other say it is Antiochus Epiphanes who tried to pressure the Jews into
accepting the Greek way of life and actually sacrificed hogs on the altar of the Temple in
Jerusalem.  Some will tell you that the little horn was the rising to power of the papacy in 754
A.D.  In this interpretation the three kings or kingdoms that were replaced were the Lombards,
Revenna, and Rome.  Others believe that the 10 horns represent the 10 nations that grew out of
the Roman Empire and that the rise of the small horn is yet to come. 

There is much similarity of this vision of Daniel with the Revelation of John.  This vision could
apply to many situations that have already happened and many more that are yet to come.  Take,
for example, the description of the action of this little horn in verse 25:  He will speak against the
Most High and shall oppress the saints of the Most High.  He will try to change customs and laws. 
Just look around you at what is happening with people in high place and in the media that show
no regard for God and in the name of art ridicule Jesus Christ. The church is under attack for the
primary purpose of discrediting it to negate its influence.  People are trying to re-interpret the
Constitution to eliminate any Christian influence from our society.  I think that the influence of the
little horn is present even today. 

But take heart, God is going to hold court and judgment will be given. The influence of evil will
be destroyed.  At that time the another kingdom will be established. 
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