
LEST WE FORGET
“...take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen...” Deut 4:9  

We live in a time when people live
longer and have better physical health.  The
aging phenomenon has also produced a
situation where we are more aware of fading
memories and memory failures.  Even young
people wish they had a “better memory.”  It
seems not uncommon to say or have someone
say to us, “I forgot.”  Sometimes, forgetting is
a convenient ploy when people are involved in
litigation or court trails.  It is rather difficult to
prove that one cannot remember a particular
bit of information.

Memory is enhanced by at least two
things: repetition and significance or vividness
of a particular event.  Both repetition and
vividness are said to make a “strong
impression” on us.  However, it seems more
and more difficult to find situations that are so
vivid that we are strongly impressed.  For
example, we are living in a time where we are
less and less capable of being shocked by
whatever happens.  In other areas, technology
has advanced to a great extent and it would
almost appear that the spectacular has become
ordinary.  For many people, in some ways we
have received so many blessings from God that
we take them for granted.

Since we do take so much for granted,
many Christians today could not name one
incident they could attribute to God’s action or
intervention.  If that is the case, then concern
about forgetting what God has done becomes
a moot point since God’s action was not
recognized as such when it happened.  The
lesson is clear that we need to be constantly
aware of what God is doing in the world and
in our personal lives “lest we forget.”  

The more we are aware of God
working in our live, the more we are helped to
have faith when something new comes along.
Our faith will grow as we combine past
experiences with today’s revelation from

God’s word.  As we then step out in faith on
the new revelation we then experience God’s
action which leads us to greater faith.

It is for such a reason that God had
Moses remind the Israelites to remember and
to teach their children all that God had done
for them.  They needed to be a people of great
faith because God had purpose for them.  They
were a special people, a royal priesthood, and
a hold nation.  If they were to be what God
had purposed for them, then they must
remember and pass on the faith to succeeding
generations.

God also has a purpose for us.  He
wants to transform us into the image of His
Son, Jesus so that He may be the first born of
many brethren (Rom 8:29).  That
transformation should be taking place right
now for every Christian.  It is an on-going
process.

The Children of Israel had a few
victories in taking some land on the east side
of the Jordan.  It was important for them to
know that the ultimate victory was not
obtained by stopping to bask in the glory of
the moment of a temporary victory.  We must
press on to experience the ultimate victory.

DEUT 4:1-2 We need to listen with
close attention to what God is saying to us.
Unfortunately, we tend to tune out anything
spiritual.  Hearing so as to heed is essential.
However, hearing is not enough, we must go
on to doing.  Jesus make this same point in the
Sermon on the Mount in the parable of the
house built on the rock.  The outcome of
hearing and doing is to live.  In a very real
sense keeping God’s laws will protect us
physically.  Moral living is healthier living.
More importantly, we need to consider the
spiritual consequences.  As we hear and do
God’s word, we experience the benefits of
being born again.  We come to an experiential



knowledge of Jesus, Whom to know is Life.
In addition to all this, we are to not stop with
just having new life, we are to be about the
business of claiming the promises – to go in
and possess the “land” that God has given to
us in His grace.

Moses warned that they were not to
add to nor take from what God had
commanded.  These are God’s commandment
and we do not have the right to change them.
If we do, then we will be keeping the
commandments of someone else (sound like
idolatry).  Some will think the warning to not
“add to nor take from” means that God’s
revelation was complete and final with the
giving of the Law of Moses.  However, the
main point is that if any changes are made, He
is the One to do so.  We are not to substitute
a lesser requirement.

DEUT 4:5-8 Not only were they to
hear and do God’s commandments as they
went about entering the Promised Land but
they were to continue to do so after they were
there.  Many time Christians think they are
above the law and, therefore, they can do as
they wish.  Being “above the law” in what God
intends for us really means that we do more
than what the law requires and from a superior
motive – love.

The essence of wisdom is that we
choose what is right because we know that it
is right and not because we have to do so from
fear of consequences.  As great as this is, God
has more for us in Jesus Christ.  In Christ, we
do what is right because it is Christ who is
living in us and it is the (super)natural thing for
us to do; that is, we do what is right because
our new nature is that of righteousness.

God’s intent for Israel was that they
involve Him in every part of their lives.  Our
nearness to God is directly related to our
involving Him in our lives.  If we have never
invited Him in to be Lord of our lives, then we
may have made a decision to follow Jesus but
have missed having Him in us and us in Him.

DEUT 4:9-10 The Israelite needed to
be constantly on guard to not let the things of
God slip from the place of prominence in their
lives.  The place for this is in the heart, the seat
of the emotion, will and personality.  We speak
of inviting Jesus into our hearts.  We sing
“Come into my heart, Lord Jesus.”  The heart
is the place of prominence – whatever is in
your heart will influence your behavior.  As a
man thinketh in his heart, so is he.  

Israel was to have the word of God
enthroned in their hearts.  We are to enthrone
the Living Word, Jesus, in ours.  However, we
need to keep our soul diligently lest we forget
all that God has done and drift away into
something else having first place in our lives.

One of the ways of remembering is to
tell others about our relationship with Jesus.
We will talk about whatever is in first place in
our hearts.  Part of telling is to teach our
children and grandchildren.  We greatly need
a revival of this practice today.  The
instructions God gave to Israel was that
fathers were to be responsible for this critically
important duty.  If fathers fail to bring their
children up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord, then many times it will not happen.

Moses thought it particularly important
to teach about the giving of the Law.  Pivotal
points are important.  For us the pivotal point
is the Cross.  It is, therefore, important to keep
the Cross in proper focus as we share our faith
with others.


