
EXPERIENCING GOD

We’ve read about famous people of the
past and have seen many people via television
in various parts of the world and we learn
something about them from what we read and
the pictures we see.  We may even spend time
studying about various characters who have
been or are on the stage of history and we
think we know them fairly well.  However, if
we were to meet them in person and be able to
spend time with them, then we might realize
that what we thought we knew was not
exactly the same as the first-hand experience
revealed to us.

One reason someone might want to
learn more about another person is that he or
she admires them and perhaps want to be like
the other person.   We see people trying to
dress like or have hair styles like those who are
popular.  Some might study historical figures
such as Genghis Kahn or Alexander the Great
because they want to gain power or control
and think that being ruthless is the way to
success.  Or it may be just curiosity.

In churches we find people who are
interested in learning about God.  God wants
us to know Him.  Much of God’s dealing with
man had and has the intent of revealing
Himself to us.  We can read about God and
study the Bible and various commentaries;
however, a personal relationship with God
through Jesus Christ provides the closest thing
we will have to a first-hand experience this
side of glory.  Jesus told His disciples in John
14, “Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we will
come to them and make our home with them.”
We can readily see how this is a growing
relationship in that as God reveals Himself to
us and we respond in faith by keeping His
word, He then reveals more of Himself to us
and takes up residence in our lives.

Even before the ultimate revelation of
Himself in Christ, God wanted His people to

know Him and to experience His presence.
We see this in the deliverance of the Children
of Israel from Egypt and in the wilderness
experience.  Moses reminded them of all God
had done for them in his discourse to the
people before they were to cross the Jordan
River to go into the Promised Land.

DEUT 4:32-36 God revealed Himself
to the Israelites through signs and wonders
while He was delivering them from Egypt and
again when they were at Mt. Sinai.  Moses
asked them “who else has ever experienced
what you have?”  They could consider the time
when God created man or search anywhere
and they would not find anything to compare
what He had done for them.  

The reason God did all He did was to
prepare a people that would bring forth the
Messiah Who would provide salvation for all
mankind.  The Israelites were allowed to
witness all God had done so they would have
convincing proof that Jehovah is the One True
God.  He was entrusting them with His plan of
salvation and they should not have any doubts
that He was the only God and His way is the
only way.  The demonstration of God’s power
should have kept them from idolatry.
However, worshiping idols was the besetting
sin of the nation of Israel.  It eventually lead to
the downfall of the nation and so it was
appropriate that Moses give them a stern
warning of the dangers of idolatry.  

As great as was God’s revelation of
Himself in the signs and wonders, He
surpassed even in the Incarnation of Himself in
Jesus Christ, in His atoning death and in His
resurrection.  Therefore, we in the church
ought to ask, “Has there ever been anything to
compare with God becoming man, to live
among us and to die for us to pay the penalty
of sin?”  The answer is obvious: there is
nothing to compare with that.  Since that is
true we should have our priorities such that



Jesus is Number One in our lives.  As we
recognize Jesus as first then we experience the
abiding presence of the Son and the Father in
the person of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

Israel was chosen for the special
revelation they had because God had a plan
that was started with Abraham and was still in
progress.

DEUT 4:37-39 If we look for reason
of why does things we will trace the basic
motive back to love.  Because of His love He
initiated action on behalf of mankind.  We can
see the action initiated by God.  He loved, He
chose, He brought, He gave.  He was able to
do all of this because of His great power.

God had a purpose to create a special
possession, a kingdom of priests, a holy
nation.  You would think this would be motive
enough for the people to remain faithful to
God.  We tend to lose sight of how long all
this took.  These people had been in Egypt 400
years.  It was nearly 600 years since God had
called Abraham.  God had given Abraham,
then Isaac, and finally Jacob a goal or a vision.
They had kept it alive.  However, it had been
hundreds of years since all that happened.
Hundreds of more years would pass as the
people lived in the land God was giving them.
As the years went by, their vision of the
purpose faded and they drifted away and no
longer experienced God’s presence in their
lives.

We would do well to consider why our
nation was developed.  We say it was because
of a desire for religious freedom.  But what did
God have in mind.  What cosmic significance
in the overall plan to accomplish God’s will is
this nation to fulfill?  A purpose that is
consistent with the heart of God and the
commission Jesus gave to the church would be
to evangelize the world by carrying out the
Great Commission.  Much has already been
done, but so much more is needed.  We have
developed tools such as electronics, rapid
travel, and global networks of communication.

There is wealth that have been generated
beyond that needed for survival that can be
used to reach people with the gospel message.

DEUT 4:40 We can experience God as
He reveals Himself to us and as He chooses us
for the work He has for us to do.  However,
we can continue in experiencing Him and the
joy that brings only through obedience.  There
are benefits of obedience.  “. . . that it may go
well with thee, and with thy children . .”

The consequences of obeying or not
obeying God are both short term and long
range.  They go to the third and fourth
generations.  This is the way things are – God
told us – we’ve been warned.  People excuse
themselves when they sin by saying, “it is not
affecting anyone but me.”  That is not true.
Just as the failure of one generation of
Israelites to experience God impacted future
generations so the failure of one individual to
be obedient to God’s best impacts all the rest
of mankind.  


