
LAWS OF LIFE

The most important thing about the
Ten Commandments is not their completeness,
though they are complete in the relationships
they address.  The most important thing about
them is not in the positive results that come
from being faithful to them, though the results
are indeed positive.  The most important thing
is Who gave them.

Consider the Source:  The God of
Creation, the True and Living God, the
Almighty.  These concepts implicit in these
names are at the margin of human
comprehension.  To realize that God
personally gave these ten laws should, in and
of itself, compel us to listen to  them, to learn
them, and to live by them.  These were the
laws for an emerging nation that was
constituted on the basis of the sovereignty of
God.  In our own nation we had a Declaration
of Independence that declared our government
to be of the people, by the people and for the
people.  As great and high and noble as that
sounds, it is nothing to compare with
government based on, by and for the Lord
God.  

DEUT 5:1-5  In Moses’ address to the
people prior to their entering the Promised
Land, he lead them through these laws that
had been given almost forty years earlier and
he exhorted them to hear, learn and do.

DEUT 5:6-7 In a culture where people
had a god for everything, we find God
identifying Himself to the Children of Israel by
what He had done for them.  He was God
Who lead them out of Egypt.  When God
spoke to Moses when Moses was called to go
back to Egypt, God identified Himself as the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He is the
God of action and the God of relationships.
We continue to use such associations in
reference to God today.  We borrow the
words of Paul as we refer the “God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The basis of any relationship that is
worth having is loyalty.  We see such emphasis
in the First Commandment that God tell us
that we are to have “no other gods before
Him.”  Some might question why that would

matter.  Just from a practical standpoint we
find that the root of most indecision in life is
divided loyalty.  Indecision brings about
inaction and those who were to be God’s
people were to be people of action – doing His
will.  If we are halting between two opinions,
then we won’t be much good to God.

DEUT 5:8 Commandment Two
addressed the issue of “graven images.”  If we
are to recognize the true nature of God we
need to avoid any physical substitutes that
would lead us to worship something created
rather than the Creator.  We learn from Jesus
in His discussions with the woman at the well
that God is Spirit and we must worship Him in
spirit and in truth.  Therefore, it is impossible
to have any kind of physical representation of
God that would be meaningful.

DEUT 5:11 God was concerned that
His name not be use inappropriately.  Some
people invoke the name of God in oaths taken
in legal proceeding.  They swear to tell the
truth in the name of God.  Some will take a
pledge before God and in His name to be
faithful in relationships and then ignore the
pledge.  Still other will use the name of God as
part of a curse.  We could all agree these are
inappropriate uses of God’s name.  Perhaps
just as serious is calling ourselves Christians
and then living as if we had not been saved.

Deut 5:12-15 Keeping the Sabbath
was to be a constant reminded to them that
God had brought them out of Egypt.  This was
their redemption.  We associate our spiritual
redemption with the death and resurrection of
Jesus.  Consequently, many in the church
observe the “Lord’s Day” as the day of
remembering God’s great act toward us.  In
addition, there are some very important and
practical implication of the wisdom of resting
for an entire day.  When the observance of a
day of rest was first initiated, there was an
element of teaching the people the necessity of
trusting in God for their provision of manna or
their daily bread.

DEUT 5:16 Honoring parents is
practical in the results obtained.  If we do not
learn from the past, then we are destined to



repeat the errors of the past.  In the Bible, the
parent-child relationship is given as a teacher-
learner one.  Respect for parents also forms
the basis for the relationships we have with
other authorities such as civil, religious, and
ultimately with God.

We start seeing a logic in the order in
which the commandments were given.  The
first group (1 - 4) addressed our relationship
with God.  These become foundational in our
life.  All other relationship must be built on this
foundation if they are to be successful.  The
commandment regarding relationship with
parents is given next and it is transitional in
purpose.  As we start life, our parent appear to
be as gods – they are all knowing, all
powerful, and the source of everything for the
infant.  As the child matures, the relationship
transitions so that choices can be made and
then the personality of the young person
develops so that individuality expresses itself.
Eventually, a health relationship between
parent and child approaches that of peer-to-
peer.  Finally, toward the end of life of the
parent, there may be a role reversal in that the
parent becomes dependent on the child.  

DEUT 5:17 The Sixth Commandment
is the first of five that deals with interpersonal
peer relationships. They appear to be list in
order of most serious to least serious relative
to the consequence to others and society in
general.  Not committing murder is as serious
as it gets when it comes to interpersonal
relationship.  This is an act that is not
reversible.  It is not something that you just
say, oops! and the victim is OK.  Once a life
has been taken it cannot be given back.  

DEUT 5:18 In God’s order for the
family, two shall become one in marriage.
This unity is broken when adultery is
committed.  When the unity of the marriage is
compromised, then the family which is the
basic building block for a stable society is
destroyed.  This leads to the decay of the very
fabric of the social order.  We might say that
adultery murders the marriage.  This may not
be as serious as a murder of a person since the
marriage might survive the assault but it is so

severely damaged as to be dysfunctional.
DEUT 5:19 Stealing that which

belongs to another not only deprives the
person of what is rightfully his, it also assaults
his sense of well being and security.  Rather
than enhancing the value of the one who
steals, it cheapens that person and destroys any
sense of worth.  Stealing causes a society to
become closed and defensive rather than open
and caring.  It keeps us all from becoming a
true community and leads to greater offenses
and loss of freedom for all of us.

DEUT 5:20 False testimony against
another person can ruin lives and cause pain
and loss as surely as stealing possessions from
a person.  We tend to dismiss the “little white
lie” as being acceptable, however, such
falsehoods lead to larger lies and eventually
can affect an entire nation.

DEUT 5:21 Coveting or envy initially
harm only the one who envies.  However, if
envy continues it becomes a platform for lying,
stealing, adultery, and even murder.  It is one
of those acceptable (to secular society) sins.
However, it is truly one of the deadly sins if it
is left unchecked.  Many primitive society
operate in such a fashion that people do not
reveal their success lest it invoke others to
envy or covetousness since envy was
associated with the “evil eye.”

It is important to remember that when
we commit any of these transgression that are
against peers that they are really sins against
God.  As David concluded in Psalms 51,
“Against Thee and Thee only have I sinned.”
If we have attitudes toward other people or
toward God that come from any motive other
than love, then we fail to accomplish the
purpose of God’s commandments.  To love
God and to love our fellow man meets all the
requirements of the law.


