
RENEWING OUR COMMITMENT

Marriage enrichment weekends and
retreats are fairly popular with Christian
couples.  These can help spouses understand
each others and have a better appreciation of
the relationship God intended for them in their
marriage.  Many of these meetings include a
time for the couples to repeat their marriage
vows.  Such reminders are very helpful in such
a time in which we live where divorce is not
uncommon even among Christians.

As important as the husband-wife
relationship is, each Christian has an even
more important relationship with Jesus Christ.
Each of us could benefit from an enrichment
time or a retreat in which we come to better
understand and appreciate our relationship
with Jesus and to consider our commitment to
Him.  As the nation of Israel was preparing to
go into the Promised Land, Moses lead them
in a time of renewing their commitment to
God.  Their commitment was a covenant
relationship between them and God.  Moses
had them to focus on faith and faithfulness and
reminded them of God’s commandments that
touched on every aspect of their lives.  He
called for them to reaffirm their commitment
to the covenant.  

It had been a long time since the law
had been given and with this critical juncture
of going into the Promised Land a reminder of
all that God required was essential.  How often
is renewal of our commitment needed?  One
could argue for annually, monthly, weekly,
daily, and even situation-by-situation.  All are
applicable.  The depth and extent of the re-
affirmation of our commitment to God would
be more focused to specific situations in our
daily devotions or the weekly worship time.
We might broaden the scope to include
additional areas for an annual retreat or for a
time when we are entering into a completely
different phase of our life.

The basis for such a renewal might be

gratitude, a statement of faith, an expression of
love or any some other motive.  The renewal
brings us back in our minds to the original
commitment and in doing so we can re-
experience inwardly that same joy and peace
when we first surrendered and put our trust in
God.  This was what was happening with the
Children of Israel before they crossed the
Jordan.

DEUT 29:1-9 Moses reminded them
that they saw what God had done in delivering
them and yet they really did not understand
what it was all about.  We can look back from
this side of the cross and see that everything
that happened was a foreshadowing of the
spiritual reality that was to be revealed in
Christ Jesus.

Not only were there great signs,
wonders, and miracles but also provision.  God
provided whatever they needed.  Their clothes
did not wear out, they had food and water
provided for them.  The reason for God doing
all this was so that they would know who God
is.  In addition to the provision God gave them
victory over their enemies.  Enemies were
simply those who would stand in the way of
their coming into God’s promise.  This will
always be the case.  We will experience
ultimate victory when we are in God’s will.
Provision and victory is the kind of  prosperity
God wants us to enjoy.

Deut 29:10-15  God is the God of
commitments and covenants.  He takes
promises seriously and we should also.  The
responsibility to be obedient to God is not just
limited to leadership but to everyone.  For us
that would include those who are not
Christians but could be  hired help who assists
us.  We could argue that if a Christian family
hires someone to do yard work, that person is
required to observe the commandments of
God while working for them.  This would
include not taking the Lord’s name in vain, not



stealing, etc.  It means that all our family
members who are in our household must obey
the terms of the covenant we have with God
(whether the particular family member is a
believer or not).  For the nation of Israel, the
provisions of the covenant was to apply even
to those who were not there that day.  It
would apply to future generations as well as to
those who were there to re-affirm their
commitment.

The outcome of their re-commitment
was to establish them as a nation of God, for
God, and by God.  The covenant that God
makes and seals with us confirms us as His
people.  In the New Covenant, we are “sealed”
by the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13, 4:30) and He
bears witness with our spirts that we are the
children of God (Rom 8:16).

The provisions of the covenant that
God made with the Children of Israel are close
to being universal “cause and effect
relationships.”  That is, the “if, then” scenarios
will apply to all who practice them whether
they are Israelites or not. 

DEUT 29:16-18 Since they had seen
the consequences of not having God’s
commandments from their time in Egypt and
having seen the idols and consequences of idol
worship in the various nations (cities) through
which they passed, they could appreciate the
benefits of avoiding such practices.
Consequently, they were admonished to not
allow such influences to infiltrate their
communities through people who were not
committed to following God’s way.  This
lesson is ignored in most of today’s churches.
We do very little to determine what people
believe before we “vote” them into church
membership.  

When we have a mixture of believers
and non-believers in the church we limit God.
We will tend toward unbelief in the operation
of church affairs when we are joined with non-
believers.

The responsibility for re-affirmation is

an individual one.  The reasons for such re-
commitments are linked to our understanding
that we do need to constantly adjust our
direction to keep from drifting off course.  The
bases for re-affirmation are linked to the grace
of God and our faith response to that grace as
we express our gratitude to Him for His love
and mercy and return that love by obedience to
His will.


