
ANOTHER THREE Rs

It used to be said that the basics of education were the three Rs: Reading, ‘Riting, and
‘Rithmetic.  It was also said these were taught to the tune of the hickory stick.  In other words,
teaching the basic fundamentals had to have an environment of discipline to work.  We have come
a long way from this simple wisdom and it can be argued that the results of our educational
system have deteriorated.  This deterioration likely started with abandonment of discipline in the
school which was a result of abandonment of discipline in the home and has resulted in an
abandonment of discipline in our society.  What caused all this?  It can be traced to a neglect of
another three Rs: Realization, Repentance, and Restoration.

Repentance stems from a realization that we are going in the wrong direction.  The natural
reaction a wise person would have upon becoming aware of going in the wrong direction would
be to turn around and go in the right direction.  Also, one might become aware of having done
something wrong to another person.  Wisdom would teach us to stop the wrong action and seek
forgiveness.  In a broader sense, sin is going in a direction contrary to God’s way which either
harms another person or harms ourselves and certainly offends God.  However, we seem to have
difficulty in seeking or accepting forgiveness.

For some the problem comes from not having a realization of having done anything
wrong.  This could be a consequence of unawareness of right and wrong or rationalization of
behavior stemming from a philosophy of situation ethics.  Others know they have done something
wrong, but they are too proud to ask for forgiveness.  Finally, some have such a low self-esteem
that they are unwilling to forgive themselves.  They believe they are so bad they can’t be forgiven.

Many times the gospel is more effective with those who have a poor view of self than with
other.  Jesus had more success with Publicans and other outcasts from society than He did with
the religious elite.  The Jewish leaders were very much like their forefathers and could be
characterized by the term “rebellious.”  Being rebellious is doing wrong even though we know it
to be wrong.

DEUT 29:20  In Moses discourse to the Israelites as they were preparing to go into the
Promised Land, he gave a strong warning to those who thought that because they were in
covenant with God – they were part of the nation of Israel – that God would protect them no
matter what they did.  These people believed they were secure and, at worst, all God would do
would be to chastize them. Because of deliberate disobedience “the Lord shall never be willing to
forgive him.”  (The King James Versions renders this as “will not spare him.”  The Hebrew word
used here is calach and is translated “forgive” or “pardon” a total of 45 times and translated
“spare” only once.)

DEUT 29:21 The consequences in this life for a person who is rebellious is sobering and
should cause every person always make choices they know to be right.  

DEUT 29:22-28 The emphasis appears to shift from the individual who knowing sins to
the entire nation and the consequences that befall them.  Sin starts with individuals and others
follow the example and eventually the entire society is accepting base behavior as a norm.  The
consequences are downfall and destruction of the very fabric of the society.

From reading the history of the nation of Israel, we know that the entire nation did go the
way of rebelliousness.  The blessing God wanted to give them turn in a curse which found its
expression in dispersion for some and captivity for others.  Moses saw this as a possibility and
warned them against deliberate disobedience.



When we replace “realization” and “repentance” with rebelliousness, then we never
discover restoration.


