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 DEUTERONOMY DISCUSSIONS 
 

DEUTERONOMY 1 
1-4  God speaks to His people through His chosen leadership.  His messages to us starts while we are still in 
our wilderness -- many are not listening during this time.  A reminder of this “wilderness deafness” is given -- it 
should only take 11 days to do what it took them 40 years to accomplish.  This says to me that if God has chosen us, 
then He will do whatever it takes to accomplish His purposes in us and bring us to a point of being able to go into 
the Promised Land.  It is interesting that Moses did not declare this message until many of the enemies had been 
defeated.  Sometimes we must overcome the principalities and powers in the heavenlies before we can have victory 
in this life.  Heshbon means stronghold, Edrei literally means “sown land” and Ashtaroth is the name of the female 
goddess of fertility worshiped by pagan people.  These are the same battles we have to fight and win today.  There 
are strongholds of false ideas sown through the cultural landscape and these have their source and focus on false 
deities.  The sexual madness we see in our world today is the “worship” and sacrifice of lives upon the altar of this 
false goddess.  All these things that pollute must be overcome. 
 5-8 We need to be reminded of our possession that God has already given us.  We are already victorious in 
Christ and are seated in the heavenlies with Him.   
9-11 God caused the increase and the growth of the nation -- even in the wilderness, they grew.  However, 
Moses anticipated even greater growth after they entered the Promised Land and enjoyed the full blessing of God. 
12-18 The principle of multiple, shared leadership is needed even for a person of the magnitude of Moses.  Moses 
told the people what the plan was and they agreed that it was a good thing to do. 
19-25  God gives us a glimpse of the Promised Land even when we are fearful about going in. 
 Though God has given us the “land” we still must take possession of it -- and occupy it.  It needs to be 
inhabited by the Godly and Godly influence must pervade the “land” (culture/society) if we are to enjoy our 
inheritance as God intended us to.  Our problem today may be the same one the Israelites had -- we are afraid and 
too easily discouraged.  We must have some that will venture out into the new territory and explore the riches and 
wonders of the all that God has for us in Christ.  There must be some who will step out in faith and walk in the 
promises to be able to demonstrate to the larger group that what God says is true.  If we are not living the abundant 
life, then how can we expect anyone to follow us there unless we can show them some fruit from the “land.” 
26-28   It is not enough to hear testimonies of what great works God has done in the lives of other people.  We 
must have the will to do His will.  We attribute evil to the Lord because we fail to know His heart.  We simply don’t 
believe Him when He says that He will work all things for good.  This absence of faith (believing) is our undoing.  
Abraham believed God and God accounted that to Him as righteousness.  Without faith it is impossible to please 
God.  We tend to attribute more power to the enemy than we do to God.  Regardless of how big and powerful “they” 
are, our God is greater. 
29-31   God does not leave His people without the benefit of a messenger.  When we drift away or refuse to 
believe, God’s message will come to us to remind us of the truth.  It is not for lack of truth that we perish but for 
lack of willingness.  The battle belongs to God and He gives the victory.  He has been “God the Father” and reveals 
Himself to us through His protection and care.   
32-33   God is with His people -- He makes His presence known.  Sometimes we take the light in the darkness and 
the guiding cloud for granted and forget that these are evidence of the presence of God in our lives.   
34-37   What we say is important - God hears and He cares.  We will be held accountable for every idle word.  By 
the words of our mouth we gain or lose our reward and blessing in the Kingdom.  The faithful (and their 
descendants) are bless with spiritual blessings.  God wants us to be gung ho for Him (wholehearted).  We need to get 
over being lukewarm and wishy-washy.  Even God’s most gifted servants can limit how far they can go by doing 
and saying things that show our lack of trust in what God has done and can do. 
38-39   God’s Plan and Purposes will succeed with or without us.  He can raise up someone else, if we are not 
“available.”  When God’s judgement come to a group, those who are “innocent” will be given a chance to 
demonstrate their faithfulness and thus participate in the blessing God intended.  He is the God of new beginnings. 
40-46   When we fail to follow God we sometime miss our window of opportunity.  When it is too late, then we 
sometimes try to accomplish what God was going to do through us in our own strength.  This does not succeed but 
results in defeat at the hand of our enemies. 
 When we go against specific instructions from God we find no comfort in our defeat.  We need repentance 
and obedience.  Remorse and regret without obedience doesn’t work with God. 
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 DEUTERONOMY 2 
2:1- 3 When we reject God’s way that requires complete faith and trust, then we are taken on a journey that keeps 
us moving but seemingly doesn’t go anywhere.  The purpose of the experiences is not in the going but in the 
changes that are worked in us.  Each experience is designed by God to work His good out in us (Rom 8:28).  He will 
move us in a certain direction until we have learn the lesson and then He will turn us in another direction for awhile 
so that He can transform us in another area. 
2:4-6 We should be sensitive to the fact that certain people may not be in our camp, but they may still be our 
“kinsmen.”  We need to keep in mind that the enemy is spiritual and those people who are doing the devil’s bidding 
are enslaved by him and need to be set free from their bondage.  Many times, the non-Christian is intimidated by 
Christians and they respond with irrational behavior and acrimony because of this fear.  We should not provoke 
them in arguments -- arguing doesn’t change anyone.  We should instead demonstrate the power and truth of the 
Gospel by our lives and testimony.  In claiming our possessions, we must be careful to discern what the Lord has 
given to us and what He has given to someone else.  (Even the Canaanites were not dispossessed of the land until 
their cup of iniquity had become full and then God took it away from them.)  
2:7 God blesses His people so they can pay their way in dealing with the rest of the world.  We do not need to 
beg or steal.  If we are where He wants us to be we will not lack anything.  We may not always like everything, but 
we won’t lack anything. 
2:8  Seir - hairy (rough, wooded)     Arabah - desert plain    
  Elath - palm grove      Ezion-Geber  - backbone of a mighty one. 
The route that God takes us is varied in the experiences we have.  We have rough going, and sometime it is dry.  
Then we may experience the refreshment of an oasis.  It is also possible that God want us to learn to be firm in our 
resolve by exposing us to someone with backbone.  
2:9   We are to chose our battles carefully.  The Moabites did not have anything that was to be brought under the 
influence of the Israelites, therefore, they were to be ignored.  It is only those who have control of what is rightfully 
our inheritance that we are to challenge and overcome. 
10-12   Emites (Emims) - the terrible ones      Anakites (Anakims) - giants     
 Rephaites  - strong     Horites (Horims) - cave men or the original inhabitants of Mt. Seir.   
The descendants of Lot inhabited a land that used to belong to giants.  The descendants of Esau displaced the 
aboriginal people (cave men) and took their land.  Israelites displaced the Canaanites.  Lot, Esau, and Israel 
acknowledged the one true God.  Those they displaced were pagan.  Here we see (in the physical) what is to happen 
in other realms -- God wants His people (those who acknowledge Him) to occupy the “land.”  These who have what 
is intended for God’s people to have may seem awesome or terrible, they may be big and strong and they may seem 
to have been entrenched in their positions forever.  However, God’s purposes is for us to occupy and He has already 
given us the land.   
13  KJV has Brook of Zered -- literally, the brook of the willows.  The willow is known for its pliability and its 
ability to be shaped.  Before this time, the Israelite had been known as a stiff-necked people -- they would rather 
break than yield to the directing hand of God.  God knows when we reach the point of pliability and usefulness.  
When that happens, then He gives the order to move out and get on with the original purpose to which we were 
called. 
14  God will not take us into the fullness of His blessing and the inheritance until He has dealt with our 
rebellious nature.  We have a part in the process in that we are to take up our cross daily.  All this happened 
according to the word of God.   
15 It is rather sobering to realize that God had guided them, He had fed them with manna, provided water from 
the flinty rock, their clothes did not rot, etc.  Yet His hand was against them.  We may find resistance and rough 
going in many things we attempt to do and wonder “what is wrong?”  It may simply be that God is hold His grinding 
wheel against us to eliminate from our lives those things that are not like Jesus. 
17-23 Similar passage to 2:8-2:12 but leads up to an earlier incident of crossing a stream other than Zered.   
24a In many instances significant changes in what happens with God’s people are accompanied by crossing a 
body or stream of water.  These were the natural boundaries and were a measure of progress on a journey or a 
transition to another area.  Even in secular writings, such crossing are demarcations where there is no turning back.  
Some decisions are like that in life.  Once we have committed to a course, then we need to go on with it. 
24b-25 After crossing the Arnon Gorge, a different approach was used.  This was the territory that God had given 
to Abraham and his descendants.  The time was right for the Amorties to be dispossessed of the land.  Apparently, 
the example that God would make of Sihon would be used as a warning to the other nations who had never 
acknowledged Him.   
26-29   This is reminiscent of the confrontation that Moses had with Pharaoh in Egypt.  He asked for a concession 
but Pharaoh was not capable of giving up power.  Sihon was given a reasonable offer.   
30 This decision of Sihon was likely not a first time resistance to reasonableness.  Obstinacy and hard 
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heartedness is a progressive problem and will eventually destroy the person. 
31   When we turn away from God and reject Him, then He will dispossess us and give those things that were 
under our stewardship to others He has chosen. 
32- 34   The example of complete annihilation of the enemies of the purpose of God is something that we must 
apply to ourselves.  When we discover something in our own lives that is detrimental to our growing in the Lord and 
becoming transformed into His image, then we must deal with it in a ruthless and complete way.  No survivors! 
35   Not sure what to make of the keeping of the livestock and plunder -- sometimes this was not allowed.  It 
may be that God allows it sometimes and disallows it at others to test us regarding our obedience to Him rather than 
just doing things the way we did it before. 
36-37   If we are obedient, then God will give us the victory.  We don’t always know why certain things are 
allowed and others are not.   
       
 DEUTERONOMY 3 
1-2   Just because we have defeated the enemy and gained victory one time, there are many others to overcome.  
We cannot reduce our diligence and think we have won the war when it is only one battle.  In our personal lives, we 
may have many strongholds that need to be overthrown.  We are encouraged to not be afraid to do battle with these 
and eliminate these strongholds. 
3-8  The pattern of rooting out sin is the same for every area of sin.  We are to leave no remnant to survive.  
God has already given us the victory, but we must execute the plan.  All the land (our mind and heart) is to be 
cleared.  Many of the strongholds of wrong beliefs and ideas are like fortresses.  We have previously defended our 
false beliefs (in the name of reason) that we have built up the walls to great heights.  Other areas are not so 
entrenched.  There can be some results from these false beliefs that are worth preserving and using; however, they 
must be used in a proper way.  For example some of the fruit of the “Power of Positive Thinking” is the same as the 
fruit of thinking “My God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
11   Regardless of how large and awesome the enemy may be, our God is greater 
12-17   As soon as an area is conquered, it needs to be occupied.  Moses accomplished the needed occupation by 
assigning the land to various tribes.  If we neglect to strengthen area of our lives or community that has been 
“redeemed,” then another enemy will come in to try to control it.  
18  We may win victories in our area but the war is not over until we have helped our fellow Christians have 
victory in possessing what God has given to them.  We can support the battle for Family Value and Decency by 
contributing to organizations that are doing battle.  We can help “rally the troops” in other parts of the country or 
even the world. 
19   The “occupation forces” that help hold the line against the enemy can be our family members and even the 
material possessions we have.  Your wife can advise her friend that we don’t read the horoscope because -- your 
child can decline to participate in Halloween related activities in school because -- the purchases you make can be 
made from companies that are owned/operated by Christians and refuse to support evil in our society. 
20    Our time of rest is after our brothers have taken over their land.  If we do not defeat the enemy across the 
Jordan, then the enemy will be back encroaching on the areas we have.  
21    Our victories can be confidence builders that assure us that God is able to accomplish what He has said.  
Sharing testimonies of victories and given the glory to God can gives other the needed boost in faith to turn their 
faith into faithfulness.  We can gain similar confidence by reading the word of God and realizing that He is the same 
yesterday, today and forever.  As He has fought for us in the past, He will fight for us in the future. 
23    Moses had walked with God for many years.  He knew God and was as close to Him as any man on earth.  
Yet, Moses “pleaded” with God and did not “demand” or command God to do anything.  Some of the hyper-faith 
preachers teach us to “command” this or that.  They really don’t know God if they think that is the way to approach 
the Sovereign Lord.   
24    Moses had seen many great and mighty acts the Lord had done but he realized that God would do even 
greater works in the coming days.  We should live our lives with the expectation that God is going to reveal Himself 
and His power in greater ways than in the past.   
25-26    In Psalm 37:4 we are told to delight ourselves in the Lord and He will give us the desires of our hearts.  
Yet, we must also realize that sin has consequences that can limit the accomplishment of our specific desires.  We 
must realize that God is Sovereign and that His decision cannot be countermanded.  When our relationship with Him 
is right, then we can know when a matter is not open to possibility for change.  Then we conclude as Paul did that 
“His grace is sufficient.” 
27  God allowed Moses to get a glimpse of the land beyond the Jordan but He would not let him go over 
Jordan.  Moses’ work was done.  He had brought the Israelites out of Egypt and led them through the wilderness.  
Moses was not going to cross “this” Jordan.  God had a far better reward for Moses -- he was going to cross the 
“other” Jordan and be in the presence of God Himself in the ultimate promised land.  This situation may be akin to a 
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Christian who has a “terminal illness” and prays for healing but healing does not come until he has cross the “other” 
Jordan. 
28    When our work is done, it is time to turn the reigns over to someone else.  What we need to realize is that 
God will have something far better for us than we could have ever imagined for ourselves IF we will be obedient 
and follow Him.  
 
 DEUTERONOMY 4 
1-2  Hearing involves listening to the rhema and not just the logos.  We needs to know the message and the 
lesson in what is being taught.  Many listen to words but never hear the message.  Applying the substance of the 
word of God is what allows us to appropriate the life (eternal) and the promises (spiritual).  Without these we cannot 
unlock the power of His presence that enables us to take possession of our inheritance in Christ.   
 If we add to or subtract from the decrees and law we will vacillate between presumption and unbelief.  The 
laws and decrees create a dynamic tension that may appear to be dichotomous.  (Example: we must forsake all and 
follow Jesus, yet he who does not take care of his own family is worse than an infidel.)  This tension holds us in a 
position of moderation or temperance on the road of life.  If we add to or take from, then we run off the road. 
3-4  The wise man sees the fate of the foolish, learns from it and lives.  We do not have to experience a 
particular sin to learn the awfulness of the consequences of it.  The result of sin is destruction of some part of our 
life.  By holding to what we know to be the way of the Lord will prevent many sorrows.  We can think back to times 
when we chose the right thing and that choice resulted in gain rather than loss. 
5-6  The unsaved will judge the quality of Christianity and the validity of the claims of the Bible on the basis of 
the way professing Christians live.  We have an awesome responsibility if we profess that we have been born of the 
Spirit of God. 
7-8    The claim of Moses may have sounded presumptuous at the time he made it -- but history has vindicated 
the claim that no one has ever been able to have a better set of laws than what God gave the Israelites. 
9  We have the greatest salvation (the only true salvation) of any “religion.”  Yet we must be diligent to keep 
God’s word before our eyes (need to be conscious of what He has said) and in our hearts (our ways become His 
ways -- the supernatural then becomes natural for us).  We need to move from being “conscious” to being 
“converted.”  It is good to ask ourselves, “What would Jesus do?”  It is far better to be so much under His control 
that we don’t have to ask or even think about it.  These precepts must be taught to children or they will learn the 
precepts of other gods.  We must be diligent to teach not only the truth but to also repudiate the false messages they 
will hear at school, on the TV, etc. 
10-11  Moses could have told them what Paul wrote to the Corinthian church -- the message came to you not in 
word only but also in demonstration of the power of God.  A demonstration of the power of God raises the emotions 
of anyone -- it causes us to be intense and to listen carefully and we will remember the things that happened and 
what was said because of the emotional intensity.  Such a demonstration raises our “awe” so that we have healthy 
fear of this awesome God.  It is one thing to sing, “Our God is an awesome God.”  It is quite another thing to 
witness the manifestation of His power.  We sometimes forget that our God is also a consuming fire and He is 
certainly shrouded in mystery so that we will never be able to fully comprehend the totality of His being. 
12  Here we find another dichotomy -- Moses reminded them that the words (alone) they heard were sufficient 
for them to believe and be obedient.  Yet there was a great demonstration of the power of God.  Jesus scolded the 
Jews for expecting to see a miracle before they would listen to Him.  Yet He did many miracles and Paul’s 
preaching was often accompanies by miracles. 
13-14 God’s covenant is a beginning point in a life that follows a lifestyle that flows out from those 
commandments.  The same might be said of the message of the gospel.  Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sin and 
He rose from the dead that we might walk in newness of life.  That is the beginning point for a life and lifestyle that 
expresses the essence of Who He is. 
15-19 Moses returned to the warning he began earlier regarding “not being able to see God.”  We are so focused 
on the physical and the material and the tangible that we will gravitate to it rather than the spiritual.  Our tendency is 
to trust in what we can see, feel, and sense with the five natural senses.  That tendency leads to idolatry.  God had 
allowed the heathen nations to worship animals, the planets, etc. [Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.  And the 
times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:  Acts 17:29,30]  But 
this would not be permitted for His people.  He had brought them out of Egypt where they were being refined from 
being a group of tribes into a nation.  In bringing them out, He had set them apart as a holy people unto Himself. 
21-24 The consequences of forgetting the covenant and putting our trust in someone or something else is rather 
sobering.  Moses reminded them of what had happened to him and the consequences of his not being able to enter 
into the Promised Land.  Moses struck the Rock twice rather than once and God disallowed his going into Canaan.  
We should be terrified to consider the consequences of worshiping another god since we are told that He is a jealous 
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God and a consuming fire. 
25-26 We enter the Promised Land by faith, we continue there by faithfulness.  Are you so foolish, having begun 
in the Spirit, are you now made perfect by the flesh?  Gal 3:3   “Not live there long” implies that we must be 
constantly diligent lest we stray from the path of righteousness and “leave the promised land” of God’s blessings 
and protection.  If we leave His protection, then we become vulnerable to the devil who is seeking whom he may 
destroy. 
27-28 If we try to be as the world is, then we will be “condemned” to serving the gods of this world system.  
Some will perish in the process but a few will survive.  When we drift away from God we are literally taking our life 
in our own hands. 
29-31 If we fall, we will not be utterly cast down.  We belong to a loving, merciful God.  He is as a Father that 
pities His children and He will forgive IF we will repent and return to Him in total surrender (all our heart and soul).  
The picture of the prodigal son is in these verses. 
32-35 We need to know the word of God and know the history of His help.  As we recall the mighty work He has 
done on our behalf (the Cross), then we can realize that He alone is worthy of our worship. 
36-40 The witness of the majesty of God is evident in the spiritual and the physical realm.  God has blessed this 
nation and His church and allowed both to have victories that were beyond their natural ability to accomplish.  As 
we admit to His help, we realize that He alone is God.  Since He alone is God and He alone is worthy of worship, 
then we must be faithfully obedient.  He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him and He is pleased when we 
are faithful. 
41-49 In a society where “eye for eye and tooth for tooth” is the prevailing pattern, all need a place of refuge.  
Since we are not perfect we will do things unintentionally.  Thank God that in the Church we are taught to be as 
Jesus who showed us a better way of saying “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
 

DEUTERONOMY 5 
1- Hear (Listen), Learn, Follow (Live).  A good prescription for health and wholeness in our walk. 
2-4 The idea that we do not inherit our relationship with God is stated here.  God’s covenant was with those 
who remained after the passing away of the older generation.  The terms of the covenant were still in effect.  
Application to our situation:  The word of God, revealed thousands of years ago, is still true and valid in our time.  
The word speaks to us and to all who have gone before us.  We sometimes think, “That just applies to the Israelites 
or the early Christians, it doesn’t apply to us since we have this or that.”  How foolish!  Not one of the Ten 
Commandments has been repealed.  None of the demands and commands of Jesus has been rescinded.  The benefits 
to those who believe and obey should apply to our time as much as they did in the first century. 
5- There is a difference today compared to the time of Moses.  Moses acted as their priest and stood between 
the people and the Lord.  On this side of the Cross we have a High Priest in Heaven and are invited to come boldly 
to the throne of grace.  We do not need to fear with the same kind of fear that comes from ignorance of the character 
of God.  We can know Him since we have the Spirit of God in us. 
6-7 The LORD our God is the One who brought them out of Egypt -- He saved them.  The One we call Lord is 
the One Who saved us by His death and shed blood at Calvary.  The LORD  God Who gave the Ten 
Commandments identified Himself as the Savior.  I have always thought that it was God the Father Who was on the 
mountain with Moses and gave the Ten Commandments.  It would appear that it was actually God the Son.  His 
Number 1, top priority item for His people is to not let anything come between us and Him.   
8-9a Any physical representation of God can limit our concept of His infinite nature.  Focusing on objects rather 
than grasping the spiritual nature of God can open us up to false gods and lead us to destruction. 
9b-10 The nature of God is such that He will not share His unique role.  He is the only true God.  The 
consequences of our becoming involved with false gods and religions and false philosophies are that these ideas are 
passed on to our children and to their children.  It is critically important that youngsters learn the truth (rather than a 
lie) at an early age.  The power of an idea gained in the early formative year is truly great.  It may take generations 
to break the cycle of error.  On the other hand, learning the truth and then teaching the truth to succeeding 
generations can yield great rewards for those who walk in the truth. 
11 Misusing the name of the LORD is more than saying God with a swear word.  It can be claiming the 
authority to use His name to accomplish a purpose that is not according to His will. 
12-15 It appears that the observance of the seventh day of rest was first required of the Israelites when they were 
given manna.  Not only was rest needed from the routine of daily living, but this day of rest was an exercise of faith 
in that they were to trust the Lord for their provision.  The principle had been around for several thousand years 
since God created the heavens and the earth in six days and rested on the seventh.  The linkage of the Sabbath of rest 
and deliverance from Egypt is mentioned, first of all in connection with giving a time of rest to their servants.  They 
could related to servitude because of their bondage to the Egyptians.  The observance of the Sabbath would also be a 
memorial to their deliverance from hard slave labor under the Egyptians. 
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16-21 The commandments that deal with our relationship with people are almost universally accepted by various 
cultural groups throughout the world.  Many societies discovered these through trial and error, but God blessed 
Israel with a word from Himself.  The tragedy of our age is that we are rapidly abandoning what God has said and 
what others discovered to be the right way in favor of our own ideas.   
22- Not only did God write the commandments on stone tablets, He first spoke the words in the hearing of the 
people.  The significance of “and He added nothing more” is not readily apparent.  Perhaps it is to tell us that what 
God would have us do is not complicated. 
23-31 The presence of the Living God is awesome.  It brings fear to those who experience it.  Mankind’s greatest 
fear is death.  We know that death is inevitable and is the result of sin; consequently, the presence of holiness raises 
the specter of death.  But there is a remedy for this condition. 
32-33 The remedy is to trust and obey so that we may live and prosper and prolong our days. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 6 
1- Command - stresses official exercise of authority (President)   Decree - a judicial decision (Supreme 
Court)    Law - implies the imposition of a requirement by a sovereign authority and the obligation of obedience.  
(Congress)   The LORD our God operates in the role of all three branches of government.  He is sufficient.  He is all 
we need.  That which God has commanded, decreed and enacted must be taught to His people so they will know the 
heart of God and do His will. 
2-3 We are taught to observe God’s way so that future generations will reverence the Lord.  We show our 
reverence (love) for God by keeping (obeying) His word.  The result is to enjoy a long life.  This is a general truth; 
however, there are situations of sacrifice and suffering for those who live Godly lives.  Persecution will come but 
NOT because of our mistakes.  There is suffering because of sin that we bring on ourselves and there is suffering 
because we are in spiritual warfare with the enemy. 
4-5 The formula for success:  Hear and heed what God says.  Know Who God is -- His character is that He is 
One.  He is at one with Himself.  He is not divided or schizophrenic.  He is consistent and is the perfect example of 
the meaning of “integrity.”  We are to relate to Him in oneness in all of our being - body, soul, and spirit.  We 
cannot be as He is - ONE - if we divide ourselves so that our relationship to God affects only the spiritual aspects of 
life and not our intellect, emotions and will.  We should not stop short of bringing the physical part of ourselves 
under the Lordship of Jesus.   
6-9 The “heart” is the essence of our being -- it is who we are.  If the commandments of the Lord are upon our 
heart, then they will be a natural part of us rather than something we have to think about almost as an afterthought.  
If the way of God is the way we walk, then we will imprint our children with this way.  It will be what we talk 
about, it will be the thing to which we relate and interpret everything we encounter in business or in pleasure and in 
the daily routineness of life.  Everything we see will be symbolic of the wisdom, grace and love of God.  We will 
see Him in things we do (our hands), in what we think about (foreheads), and where we go (door frames and gates).  
In everything we will relate the word of God to the situation -- we will bind them on our hand and write them on the 
door frames.  In this way, we will know only God.  When everything we do and think and everywhere we go is 
directed and related to God, then we will know Him. 
10-17 The cautions to be careful:  Caution against forgetfulness.  Caution against trust in other resources.  Caution 
to not forget that God is not only a God of love by a God of wrath.  Caution to obey. 
18-19 The promise of the land is contingent on our doing what is right.  What is right is define by God.  To 
possess the land (in fact) we must thrust out the enemy. 
20-23 The importance of remembering and passing on our heritage:  Those who do not learn the lessons of the 
past are doomed to repeat the mistakes and failures of the past.  Our testimony of our situation before we were 
saved, how God saved us and has since blessed us is important to pass on to our children and our friends.  As we 
share what God did we must relate it to what He said in His word. 
24-25 All the wisdom that God can share with us is wasted on us if we do not follow his commands, decrees and 
laws.  Our failure to do so is a result of our lack of fear/respect for Him.  It is not possible to be righteous without 
obeying what He has commanded, and it is impossible for us to obey without His life in us.  
 
 DEUTERONOMY 7 
1-2 God will give us deliverance from every evil; however, we must act in faith to overcome the evil.  He 
wants us to have complete and total eradication of evil from our lives.  We must be ruthless in ridding ourselves of 
evil -- if your hand offends you (causes you to sin), then cut it off.  This dedication to be free from evil must apply to 
our personal lives and to the fellowship of the local church body (see 1 Cor 5) 
3-4 Today the church tries peaceful co-existence with the world and it does not work.  We lose our distinction 
of being an alternative to the way of the world if we blend in or totally adopt their ways.  Proximity with the world 
will entice some to join forces with the world which is disastrous.  God is not please when we rely on other 
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philosophies and other approaches to life in preference to His ways.  We are not to walk in the council of the 
ungodly, nor sit in the seat of the scornful, nor stand in the way of sinners (Ps 1:1). 
5-6 To ensure that we not serve other gods or walk according to the philosophies of the world, we must remove 
all evidence and symbols inspired by them from our midst.  It is disturbing to see children of Christians adopting the 
hair styles, clothing styles and music of those who are blatantly anti-Christian.  We bring the worldly symbols and 
philosophies into our very homes via TV and video tapes.  We practice yoga and transcendental meditation without 
the slightest concern.  We read our horoscopes and play with Ouija boards as if it were OK.  How holy is all this for 
a people chosen by God to be His treasured possession? 
7- Our measure of success in church is not in how many were in attendance but how close to the Lord all of us 
walked during the week. 
8-12 Our relationship to God is a result of His nature rather than ours.  His godly characteristics are that He is 
faithful and merciful.  However, He commands and expects His people to be faithful and merciful, also.  He is the 
initiator and originator of a love that blesses those who respond to Him in love.   However, He is also the judge 
(administer of justice) for those who reject His love.  How does He know whether or not we love Him?  Jesus gave 
the same answer in John 14 as is given here.  He said, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”   
13-15 The evidence of our faithfulness is fruitfulness and health.  These blessings should impact body, soul, and 
spirit.  They will not only be generally evident in our personal lives but also in the church.  “Generally”  is 
emphasized because God may be dealing in a specific way to accomplish a specific purpose and there may be times 
of barrenness and illness as He works out His plan and purpose.   
16-21 God continues to emphasize the importance of eradicating the old nature from our lives -- we are to take up 
our cross daily and continue to put self to death.  We may have a habit or some affliction in our lives that is very 
strong and we may give in to that with the excuse of it can’t be conquered.  God reminds us of His great power -- 
greater is He who is in us than he who is in the world. 
22-26 Our sanctification is a slow and ongoing process, little by little.  We have to learn how to trust the Lord in 
each area of our lives.  We cannot just stop operating in the way we once knew until we learn to walk in the ways of 
the Lord.  If we move too rapidly, then we will create chaos.  As we eliminate and replace the ways of the world 
with the ways of the Kingdom we are not to hold on to the things that were of value in the old system.  For example, 
we use the telephone to communicate over distances too far for our voice to reach.  Let’s say that God way is that 
we can talk telepathically.  Until we learn telepathy, then we should not rip out the phone lines.  However, after we 
learn telepathy, we should not keep the phones around just in case we might need them. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 8 
1-2 The benefits of obedience are multiple: live, increase (grow), enter and possess according to God’s word.  
The benefits may come after a long time of conditioning and molding so that we are able to properly deal with the 
responsibility.  Since God resists the proud, humility should be a high priority for us.  God will make opportunities 
for us to change.  The circumstances we come upon have a way of exposing what is in our hearts.  It is important for 
us to discover who we are in our heart of hearts.  God already knows but we have hidden our true self from others so 
much that we do even recognized our situation.   
3-5 In our self-sufficiency we find pride.  Humility come from having to depend on God for basic necessities 
such as food and clothing (in the case of the Israelites). [I do not understand how the hunger-manna connection 
teaches that we do not live by bread alone but by every word that comes from God.] Also, I would not have 
connected discipline with hunger, manna, clothes and swollen feet. 
6-20 Being obedient and remembering all that God has done are ways to avoid slipping into pride.  The ability to 
produce wealth or obtain any type of success is a gift from God.  It confirm His covenant because He promised 
success if the nation of Israel would walk in His ways.  There is a sober warning that even God’s chosen people can 
go the way of the world into sinfulness and they (we) will have the same consequences. 
 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 9 
1-3 It is God Who gives us the victory in overcoming obstacles to the purposes of the Kingdom of God.  The 
size or difficulty of the obstacles is not an issue with God.  Sometimes we struggle for years with a problem, but 
when the Lord’s hand is in the work, we can accomplish the work quickly. 
4-5 God had promised the land to Abraham and his descendant.  However, the timing of when they were able 
to possess the land was a function of the iniquity of the heathen nations that lived there.  God did not dispossess 
them until their wickedness had reached a critical point.  We sometimes come into an inheritance because of the 
faithfulness of those who went before us and the unfaithfulness of others rather than any particular goodness on our 
part.  We enjoy prosperity and peace because our forefathers founded this nation on Godly principles.  Many other 
(pagan) nations of the world have provided the resources on which the wealth of this nation was built.  We can’t 
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claim that we deserve the benefits of our situation -- the sins of this nation are abominable. 
7-11 We continue to provoke the Lord to anger.  We have rejected His council and have ridicules His 
messengers.  We have adopted the ways of the heathen and sinned grossly by killing innocent life with abortion.  
We are a nation that has access to the word of God with many preachers who proclaim the truth; therefore, we have 
no excuse. 
12-13 Moses was a restraining force for the people.  In his absence the sinful tendencies became unrestrained and 
wickedness broke out.  In our society, the restraining forces are culture, the law, and religion.  The culture (or 
accepted moral standards) is changing so that we are ready to accept an “anything goes” position.  The laws have 
been corrupted by judges who do not know the Lord and our churches have become so liberalized that the clear 
word of God is so watered down that it is ineffective as a restraining influence.  We have cast an idol in our own 
image and have worshiped at the shrine of unrestrained freedom.  We have turned away from God. 
14-16 We can see the judgement of God on such behavior -- to blot out their name from under heaven.  Not all 
judgements from God are administer in history, some are reserved for eternity. 
17-18 Israel had an intercessor for themselves.  If our nation is to survive then the church must come to 
intercession even if we have to interrupt the routine of what we normally do.  We may need to quit the program and 
even the preaching and start praying and fasting. 
19-20 Maybe one of the problems we face today is that we have lost our fear of the Lord.  We have little 
appreciation of the anger and wrath of the Lord. 
21 Repentance will involve getting rid of some things in our lives that have high value in the eyes of the 
world.  If a material possession has become so contaminated that it continues to remind us of abominable acts, then 
we need to destroy it.  We can burn books and throw away the television or whatever is a stumbling block to our 
dedication to God. 
22-27 Rebellion is typically not a one-time problem.  It is a way of life until we have truly surrendered our way 
and have let Jesus truly be Lord of our lives.  Every time we attempt to do something in our own strength or do 
something because the law requires it, we give testimony that we are still under the law and not under grace.  We 
must be operating out of our new nature that say, “I delight to do Thy will, O Lord, and to walk with Thee is not 
grievous to me.”   
28-29 God is concerned about His reputation and we, who name the name of Christ, have an influence on what 
mankind thinks about God.  We have not done a very good job in many situations, since the name of the Lord is 
scorned.  But God will be vindicated.  His way will be proven right and His judgments will be declared righteous 
and fair.  Those whom He has redeemed and are faithful to Him will inherit and possess the land and all the world 
will know that the Lord, He is God. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 10 
1-5  God does not easily give up on us.  His word to us is so important that He will give it again.  Similar 
situation in the time of Jeremiah -- the written message was burned by the nation’s leaders, so God had Jeremiah 
write it down again. 
6-7 The Christian’s journey as we are being transformed by the renewing of our minds.  We must make our 
way from the wells of Jaakan (our human based intelligence) to the place of Mosera (chastisement or discipline).  
Before we can go on from the place of discipline we must put an end to reliance on natural enlightenment (Aaron) 
and see Eleazar (God is helper)  come to the forefront.  We can now proceed to the place of Gudgodah (incision) 
where the earthy part is cut away and we are able then to go on to Jotbath (pleasantness) where the rivers of water 
flow out from our inner being. 
8-9 God assigns some people special ministry duties.  It is a calling from him.  Their portion in life cannot be 
measure in land or materialism but in the extent of their ministry. 
10-13 God has to remind us again and again that He really is for us and not against us.  He requires us to walk in 
His ways for our good. 
14-19 The Great and Awesome God of the universe cares for us.  This is beyond our comprehension.  He is 
concerned for the helpless and the disadvantaged and calls us to do likewise. 
20-22 We must respond to this God Who came to us with blessing beyond our imagination.  Hebrews 3:2 ask the 
question “How can we survive if we neglect so great salvation?” 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 11 
1 This translation tells us to “love the Lord AND keep his commands.”  Jesus’ version of this was “IF you 
love Me, you WILL keep My commands.”  He knew the intent of what was given in the Old Testament.  Love is not 
a feeling, Love is action.  We are plainly told that we cannot please God without faith and we have gotten that 
message.  We are also plainly told that without obedience we cannot please God -- somehow that message has not 
gotten through to most of us. 
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2-7 The discipline or chastisements of the Lord can be experienced.  Not everyone has recognized them.  If 
there is a flood in Oregon or a drought in the south, if there arises a dreaded disease, if we experience humiliation in 
having ignoble officials in our government, then we should be able to see the chastisement or discipline of the Lord.  
Most think it is “just circumstances” or “coincidence.”   
8-9 If we have seen the discipline of the Lord then we should not have to be convinced that we should obey all 
the commands.  It is only then that we will be able to experience the power of His presence in our lives that make us 
overcomers in deed. 
10-12 The land that we enter is a spiritual realm, it is not like the earthly one.  We don’t have to “carry water” to 
every plant to make sure it grows.  God supplies all our needs.   We may plant the seed but God gives the increase.  
It is the garden that God has placed us to tend and to care for. 
13-18 We are uncomfortable with the idea that many of the hardships we experience are a result of our own 
choices.  Not all problems are like that (some are a result of persecution), but many difficulties are of our own 
making.  If we do well, we tend to think that it is because we are talented.  If we do poorly, it is circumstances.  We 
forget the impact of the spiritual on the physical.  We must constantly remind ourselves that God really is in control 
of our lives and our circumstances.   
18-25 The benefits of knowing and obeying.  We have a responsibility to keep God’s word in the forefront of our 
lives.  The books and magazines we read, the movies we watch, and the things we talk about are choices we make 
that will either make it happen or prevent it from happening.  But knowledge is not enough, the truths and principles 
must be applied in everyday situations.  It is in the doing that we demonstrate our love for God and walk with God.  
It is in our love for God and our fellowship with Him that His power is released in our lives to gain victory in every 
area we choose to influence (where we set our feet). 
26-28 Every capability, every tool, every convenience has in it possibility of good and evil.  It is the heart of the 
user that makes the difference in the outcome.  Fire can warm and cook our food but it can also destroy.  Electricity, 
nuclear power, relationships with people, money, and positions of responsibility all have the potential to help or to 
hurt.   
29-30 Gerizim means “waste places” and Ebal means “bare places.”  As God comes into the life of a person who 
has potential that has been wasted, then that life can be redeemed and turned around to become fruitful.  On the 
other hand, a person who is totally void of any substance is not likely to respond to the Gospel and will remain under 
the curse of the law.   
31-32 Many people make a decision for Christ who never get beyond the initial experience.  They think that the 
decision is the destination when it is only the beginning.  God’s plan of salvation has always been and continues to 
be trust and obey. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 12 
1-4 All vestiges of the old nature must be eliminated from our lives.  We are not to adopt pagan way of 
operation and attempt to blend these into the kingdom of God. 
5-7 God has a prescribed way in which He wants us to worship Him.  Where and how and what we are to do 
are prescribed.  God intend worship to be a family affair. 
8-9 What God allows in the wilderness and during the times of battles He disallows as we enter into His rest.  
As we mature in Christ, we will better know the will of God and He expects us to walk in the light He gives us. 
10-12 As we move more and more into a victorious life, we will become better in our worship and praise of God.  
We will realize that all possessions belong to Him and that knowledge frees us to experience real joy. 
13-19 Sacrifices and offerings to God are special situations and are not to be taken lightly.  They are not to be 
confused with our normal routine of life.  We need to be careful to not adopt pagan ways and beliefs in the way we 
live.  For example, some pagans thought that drinking  the blood of animals would give them the courage or strength 
of the animal.  Consumption of blood was forbidden for God’s people.  
20-28 A re-statement of the message that was given in the early part of this chapter.  God makes a distinction 
between eating for ceremonial purposes and eating to satisfy physical hunger.  This same theme was addressed by 
Paul in his letter to the church at Corinth regarding their observance of the Lord’s supper.  They were turning it into 
a meal to satisfy basic physical needs and were not even showing a sharing and generous spirit in that.   
29-32 If we will remember and give God the credit for the inheritance and blessing we have, then we will be less 
likely to let pride lead us to do things our own way and put confidence in something other than the Lord.  We must 
also be careful to not deceive ourselves by incorporating false ideas into our worship of God.  The New Age 
movement has invaded many churches in the past decade and some cannot tell where Christianity begin and New 
Age ideas began.  To even mention the names of false gods and philosophies is to given these more credit than they 
deserve.  We should certainly not give any credence to them by trying to learn about them so as to adopt any of their 
ways.   
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 DEUTERONOMY 13 
1-2 Even after we have won victories and are occupying the land of promises, temptations will still come our 
way to try some new philosophy or to adopt a new approach that is not Scripturally (the word of God) based.  This 
very thing has happen among many churches and denominations and, as a result, idols of false philosophy and 
humanistic ideas have been erected and many have followed (bowed down to) them with slavish devotion.  Many 
have watered down the message and diluted the truth with so many programs that people spend all their time in 
pursuing activities that add no value to the kingdom of God.  The activities just make them tired and prevent them 
from really getting to know God.  
3-4 Such temptations come our way to help reveal to us what is in our hearts.  However, we must look into 
(examine) our hearts regularly to see if we are focused only on God (holding fast to Him)  or if we are drifting away.  
In 2 Cor 13:5&6 Paul told us: “ Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 
realize that Christ Jesus is in you -- unless, of course, you fail the test?  And I trust that you will discover that we 
have not failed the   test. 
5-9 I see several battle fronts in this war.  The first is internal and personal.  We must be quick to purge from 
our own minds and hearts any thought that leads us away from total obedience and devotion (love) to God.  We 
must be ruthless in purging our lives so that we are pure.  The second area is in dealing with people who espouse 
such ideas.  Many times, we want to be polite and not argue when someone pronounces a false concept in our 
hearing.  We typically hear people advocating “salvation by works” rather than “salvation by grace.”  We hear 
people confessing defeat rather than victory.  We hear people quoting the philosophy of the world such as “You 
have to stand up for your rights.”  We see people bring strange fire to the altar in the form of political agendas and 
business deals that have no part in the kingdom of God.  We have an obligation to challenge those ideas and false 
concept and “squelch” them.  We must not be deterred in this from fear that we will hurt someone’s feelings. 
10-11 If a church is not reluctant to challenge and (even) “church” those who advocate heretical ideas, then there 
is a deterrent to such advocacy. 
12-18 Our concern for purity in the body of Christ must not be limited to our own local body.  We should be 
willing to help others churches when they are being deceived by false doctrines.  If there is no repentance and 
turning back to the truth, then they should be treated as dead and not counted among the churches. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 14 
1-2 We are not to adopt the practices of the pagans nor imitate what they do.  This is especially true of how we 
deal with the death of a loved one.  As Paul wrote in 1 Th 4:13 “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about 
those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.”  We have a special relationship to God.  
We must live the truth of that relationship. 
3 A general statement regarding consuming anything that is unclean.  We are not to do it.  We can and should 
see the spiritual implication of this statement.  While it is important for the sake of the body, it is even more 
important for the mind, emotion and will to not take anything in via the eyes or the ears that would pollute the soul. 
4-20 We may never know all the reasons for the dietary laws.  Some may have been given to test their obedience 
and others were for the sake of the physical health of the people.  We need to realize there is much variety of  food 
for our souls but much of what is available is not fit to consume. 
21 Regarding eating something already dead -- it may be OK from a health standpoint but it is not in keeping 
with a principle that God had given His people of not consuming blood.  There may be things that will not hurt us 
physically but are denied to the Christian because of the impact on our psyche or on relationships with others.  There 
may be times that an animal is killed and would be OK from a physical health standpoint, it can be use for meat by 
others.  The cooking of a young goat in it mother’s milk may be related to pagan religious practices. 
22-29 The tithe was to be eaten by the people and to support the Levites.  The tithe was to be eaten as an act of 
worship -- at a particular time and place.  A substantial portion of what was given  was also to be used for 
benevolence.  If the churches were really taking care of the poor and needy, there would not have been the rise of a 
“state” (federal government) welfare system.  
 
 DEUTERONOMY 15 
1-2 The danger of long-term debt was avoided by the practice of having a year of debt cancellation.  This was 
not the seventh year of the debt, but was related to a set cycle of seven years according to the Jubilee calendar. 
3-5 The way we relate to God’s people is different from how we are to relate to the rest of the world.(?)  In the 
model prayer, Jesus taught us to pray, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”  and “Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those indebted to us.”  The idea that sins against another person put us in debt to that person is an 
interesting concept.  Combine this with the concept that those to whom we are indebted have a degree of control 
over us (implied in verse 6 of this chapter), and we see that sins rob us of our freedom.  Conversely, we can 
“enslave” (in a sense) others who have wronged us by refusing to forgive.  The danger is, of course, that God will 
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use the same measure in His dealing with us.  His intent is for all His people to be enriched and experience a full and 
abundant life -- there should be no poor among you.  If we refuse forgiveness, then we cause a fellow Christian to be 
poor.  The wealth of the kingdom is available to us only if we follow the commands that God gives us. 
6 There may be a principle involved that if you are in debt to someone then they have a certain amount of 
“rule” or control over you. 
7-10 In the system of seven year cycles, it was inevitable that people would allow greed (in the case of material 
debt) to look for ways to meet the letter of the law without regard to the spirit of it.  Here we are warned against 
playing games with forgiveness and just giving lip service to it. 
11-15 Just as there will be people who constantly find themselves in financial debt and return to it, some keep 
themselves spiritually poor by continuing to sin against other people.  When we forgive someone who has harmed us 
(even someone who is persistently harming us) we are to be generous in spirit as we release them by our 
forgiveness.  The best thing we can do for such a person is to provide him or her with a spiritual blessing that may 
be the key to him breaking the “sin cycle.”  We must remember our situation and realize that “while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 
16-18 The spiritual analogy may break down here OR this may be a situation in which, by your kindness and 
example of love, the person who had seriously harmed you now becomes one who is in a disciple relationship to 
you.   
19-23 We see a continued emphasis on the specialness of our worship of God.  It is to be “prime time” and not 
just if we have nothing else to do.  The gifts we bring are “off the top” and not just the left overs.   
 
 DEUTERONOMY 16 
1-4 Our salvation experience must be remembered and celebrated as a reminder of what God has done for us.  
Without accurately remembering, we will tend to think that we accomplished something.  The only thing we 
accomplished was to be enslaved to sin and a resulting life of affliction.  At the times we remember, it is good to 
take inventory and purge ourselves of any sinful ways that have crept in.  We are also to make sure that we fully 
incorporate all the character of Jesus into our lives.  If we know of anything where we are hindering the 
transformation of ourselves into His image, then we must immediately take corrective action (do not let any of the 
meat you sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain until morning). 
5-8 The warning to not sacrifice the Passover just anyplace would seem to apply to us today as follows.  Some 
people who have their names on the role of the church will go through the motions of observances but they will not 
be born of the Spirit (they are not a place in which He dwells).  A specific date was specified for the Children of 
Israel because what they were observing was a specific happening (event).  If we cannot remember a specific event 
in which we were “saved” and think, instead, that we just transitioned into the new birth, then we should seriously 
examine our situation and come to the point of knowing absolutely that we have been born of the Spirit of God.  I 
believe that we would do well to take a personal “retreat” on the anniversary of our spiritual birth as a means of 
redirecting our lives into greater commitment and a closer walk with Jesus. 
9-12 A result of our salvation is for us to be bringing in the harvest of souls for the Kingdom of God.  This 
should follow closely to our time of renewal with the Lord.  The times we spend with Him in remembering and 
rejuvenation of our closeness with Him should give us much to share with others and thus enhance the harvest.  The 
harvest should be in proportion to the spiritual blessings God has given us.  If we are about the Lord’s work in this 
way, there will truly be a time of rejoicing for His people -- those He has chosen as a dwelling for His Name.  Any 
tendency to be lazy and not be about the harvest should be dispatched as we recall the awfulness of lives lost to sin 
and the tragedy of an eternity away from God for those who are not saved. 
13-15 We should not lose sight of the fact that one-day the harvest will be over and there will be a great 
celebration of those who are “tabernacles of the presence of God.”  Celebration of this fact should times of great and 
joy and exultation that will be a glimpse of our rejoicing in heaven when we see Him face-to-face.  The anticipation 
of this final in-gathering should help keep us going in time of disappointment and difficulties.   
16-17 The three great celebrations are foreshadowings of the Crucifixion, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and 
the Second Coming of Jesus at the final harvest.  If the gifts we are to bring are representative of the spiritual harvest 
of those we have won to Christ, then most of us will be empty handed. 
18-20 The danger of corrupt officials and judges is always with us.  It is sobering to realize that even the wise and 
righteous can be snared by the possibility of material gain.  The consequence of not being impartial and having 
justice is that it will eventually cause a society to crumble and the blessings that God has given will be lost.   
21-22 In every situation, we must always be careful to not attempt to blend in the ways of other religions or the 
way of the world into worship of the Living God.  This is a snare and dilutes our message and our power. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 17 
1 Our service of worship to God is to be first priority in our lives.  It is not something we do if we have some 
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time left over.  Our tithe and support of the Kingdom of God is from the first fruits and not just if we have some 
money left over at the end of the month. 
2-5 The drastic measures called for here show the seriousness of allowing any element of sin that we know 
about to remain in our lives. 
6-7 When we discover that something in our lives -- the books we read, the television, the Internet, newspaper, 
certain friends--have caused us to be tempted to do (or think) evil, then we should be watchful to see if this was only 
a one time (one witness) event or if a pattern is developing (more than one witness).  If we see a trend, then the 
association of the source of this temptation that would lead us away from God must be eliminated -- put to death. 
8-12 At times, Christians may find themselves “addicted” to certain harmful behavior and will need the help of 
more mature Christians, pastor, or Christian counselor.  The attitude of the person must be one of truly seeking help 
and not just curiosity.  Failure to put harmful behavior out of our lives leads to death.   
13 If we practice this purity on a personal level, then the implementation at the local body of believers 
(church) level will not be a problem.  If people realized that their church family was going to hold them accountable 
for their behavior, then behavior would be better.  It would be far better for people to realize that our ultimate 
responsibility is to God and that we can hide nothing from Him. 
14-20 Putting a spiritual spin on the warning to Israel, we might conclude that Christians must be careful of 
seeking to follow some charismatic leader rather than devoting themselves to their local church.  When such leaders 
arise, the power of their positions can lead to pride and then to corruption.  If such leadership is really of the Lord 
and the person is humble and walks in the way of the Lord, then all will be well.  The perfect outworking of this will 
be when Jesus returns and sets up His kingdom. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 18 
1-8 Those whose calling (or inheritance) is to full-time service to God are to be provided for.  This is not a vow 
of poverty (as some have mistakenly interpreted) but one of a faith walk in the provision of the Lord through his 
people.  Up until about 30 years ago, pastors were provided a house in which to live and a car to drive.  They were 
to be unencumbered with such material matters.  However, those in the church did not provide for all equally but 
tended to judge among the many and reward the few.  Consequently, pastors have resorted to “looking out for 
themselves.”  In verse 8 we see that we are not be hold back the provision we give based on our interpretation of the 
minister’s need.  If he has money of his own, then that is not an excuse for the body of believers to  not pay for his 
services. 
9-14 We are to be a holy (separated) people and are not to participate in questionable observances just because it 
is part of the culture.  In other words, “when in Rome, do as the Romans do” is bad advice.  Certain things are 
detestable to God.  Those who practice such things are also detestable to God.  The practice of sacrificing children 
(born or unborn), divination, horoscopes, Ouija boards, tarot cards, fortune tellers, and such are the very reasons 
God dispossessed the Canaanites from the land He had given to Israel.   
15-18 It is proper that we should want to know about the future and spiritual things.  However, God requires that 
we seek such information from legitimate sources.  The Children of Israel were terrified by the direct voice of God 
and for this reason, God would provide His message through the Incarnate Word of God. 
19-20 Since we wish to know what God is doing and what He requires; and, since He has provided that 
information, then we have an absolute responsibility to act on respond to what He tells us.  Since the consequence of 
disobedience are so grave, then drastic measures must be taken to ensure that the message is pure.  Those who 
presume to speak for God or would give a message from some other source must be eliminated from influence in the 
church.   
21-22 The proof or validity of the message is in its accuracy. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 19 
1-13 While God looks upon the heart and judges accordingly, mankind is primarily swayed by external 
evidence.  The emotions of man and the tendency to operate blindly out of an incomplete set of rules and principles 
leads to compounding of errors in our relationship.  If  the law says “an eye for an eye,” then we will tend to blindly 
follow the path of vengeance if someone close to us has been wronged.  Knowing the nature of man, God provided a 
way to have a “cooling off” period to let the full story be known. 
 The city of refuge was not intended to shield the guilty.  The responsibility to find the truth rests with those 
in positions of responsibility so that the right decisions can be reached. 
14 The tendency toward greed is not a modern malady.  Encroaching on a neighbors property or others ways 
of stealing is not acceptable. 
15-21 The problem of any judicial systems that involves people must have safeguards.  Even the safeguards of 
two or three witnesses can be subverted.  Any system will fail when a substantial number of the people have 
abandoned righteous moral principles.  One attempt to slow down the deterioration of their society was to deal 
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harshly (as an example) with any who would attempt to subvert the truth.  The standard of punishment was to judge 
the lying witness with the same judgement he was trying to false force on the innocent person (eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth.) 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 20 
1 In our spiritual warfare we are to engage the enemy.  Our position should be one of conquest rather than 
defensiveness.  We should not be deterred by the power of spiritual foes, for “greater is He Who is in us than he who 
is in the world.” 
2-4 The clergy (priests) should encourage us in the battle and remind us of the greatness of our God. 
5-8 Lay leadership should enlist the truly dedicated to enjoin the battle.  Those whose minds and heart are taken 
up with other things (question of priorities and these change throughout our lives) do not make good soldiers.  The 
implication is that once these basic needs have been taken care of, the person will then return to the battle.   
9 We need an organization with defined responsibilities to be effective. 
10-15 Our approach to those who are enemies of the cross is to first tell them of the love of God as shown in the 
completed work of Jesus Christ.  If they repent, then they will be saved to serve the Lord.  If they refuse the 
goodness and grace of God, then spiritual warfare must ensue.  We conduct that warfare in the prayer closet and lay 
siege to the stronghold.  When the “organization” collapses, then the possessions (houses, buildings, land, 
employees, etc.) can be used for other purposes, even to extend the kingdom of God.  The leadership who are 
entrenched in the false philosophy should not be allowed to continue to have influence.   
16-18 Spiritual battles that are in our personal lives or even in the local body of believers are to be approached 
with much more dedication to eradication than those outside.  We cannot allow error to persist in our midst or it will 
pollute and destroy. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 21 
1--9 The life of even one of God’s innocent people is precious.  The shedding of innocent blood is a serious 
offense.  This offense was the sin of Cain against Abel, it was the undoing of the devil, and it will be the cause for 
judgement on our nation.   
10-14 One of the practices that was regulated but not an ideal, not part of the better way in which we are to live.  
It shows the need for compassion and some sense of fairness in dealing with prisoners of war. 
15-17 The dangers of having ones devotion divided - it is nearly impossible to treat people equally.  However, if 
commitments are made, then fairness as defined by the law and by traditions must be followed for the society to 
remain stable.  We cannot start allowing exceptions without being (or at least seeming to be) unfair. 
18-21 Drastic measures are needed to prevent a society from deteriorating.  The best way to prevent the “rot” 
from starting is to catch it when it is in its early stages.  There seems to be an admission that certain situations 
cannot be reformed.  We are beginning to see admissions of this in our own time.  Once a sex offender, always a sex 
offender.  We could address this same issue with a variety of sins.  Once a liar, always a liar.  Once a gossip, always 
a gossip.  The only hope is the cross where the old nature is put to death and the new nature is allowed to flourish. 
22-23 Not sure of the implication of not leaving the body on the tree overnight.  If the person is under God’s 
curse, does this not desecrate the land in itself -- not sure why overnight is important. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 22 
1-4 A society will soon fall apart unless the people have some care for each other and practice the golden rule.   
5 God is not please when we attempt to assume roles different from the one he assigned us at birth.  We must 
be careful to distinguish the “why” a person does this just from the actual putting on of garment.  We also need to 
realize that the definition of  men’s and women’s clothing has changed over the centuries.  Men no longer wear long 
flowing robes. 
6-7 God is concerned that we act responsibility with our natural resources. 
8 He wants us to be aware of safety concerns for one another. 
9 God knew about hybridization of plants long before Luther Burbank.  The cross pollenization may cause a 
deterioration of the variety of plant.  Random cross breeding will likely lead to a “wild variety” that is useless for 
producing fruit.  If cross fertilization is done it should be deliberate and very selective to choose only the 
improvements.   There may also be a spiritual lesson for us in today’s society that tries to teach that it doesn’t 
matter what you believe but you need to believe in something.  If we attempt to select several tenets from a variety 
of belief systems and meld them together, we will wind up totally confused and not yielding any fruit. 
10 Unequally yoked relationships can cause problems in all of life -- especially in marriage. 
11 Linen and wool will not respond the same to washing and the garment will become distorted.  Many of 
life’s relationship are distorted because the make of the participants are so diverse.  If v 9-11 are taken as a whole 
and the social implications considered, then they reveal the error in our argument regarding the blind and blanket 
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application of diversity in our society. 
12 No idea 
13-19 One of the dangers of “arranged” marriages.  There is a need for people to know if they “like” another 
person before they are married.  If there are personality clashes, then these need to be discovered prior to the 
marriage.  We also see a lesson regarding the importance of a good reputation. 
20-22 If we ever wanted to know God’s opinion regard sex before and outside marriage, then we can see it here.  
It is deemed evil and it is detrimental to a society. 
23-30 An interesting commentary on the society of that day.  These appear to be simplistic rules that likely would 
not cover every situation.  It is difficult for me to know why a father would allow his daughter to be married to a 
man who raped her and she would have to remain married to him for life.   
 
 DEUTERONOMY 23 
1 The spiritually sterile cannot enter into the inner courts of the assembly.  These would be confined to the 
outer areas. 
2 Those who have deluded themselves into thinking they are true Christians but have not experienced the 
new birth will be excluded.  The tragedy is that these will pass on the error of their ways to their children.  Children 
do (in many cases) follow the practices of their parents. 
3- There are those who are true enemies of the Cross.  The humanist oppose God and are not merely seeking 
him in an erroneous way.  They are not just misinformed, they are truly enemies.  These beliefs are also passed on to 
succeeding generations.  We should avoid any joint projects with these. 
7-8 Those who are just misdirected but who really seek to know God are to be show His love in such a way that 
they might know the truth and come to Him by the only Way, Truth, and Life. 
9-14 The importance of purity is our lives takes on more significance as we engage the enemy.  In order to be 
victorious we must keep close to God and let nothing come between us that hurt the relationship and thus reduce the 
enablement he provides. 
15 We are to assist those who have been enslaved by other “religions” or cults.  We are not to just write them 
off and take a sanctimonious attitude that would drive them back to those who have them enslaved.   
17-18 Every Christian must be careful that we do not engage in earning money from improper business -- even 
those that may be legal.  For example, a Christian should not work in an abortion clinic just because he or she needs 
the money.  Even the money that is made in such activities is not acceptable to God. 
19-20 Our success in the “world” in which we operate should come from the “world system” and not at the 
expense of those in the body of Christ.   
21-23 We should always be true to our word.  Many of us are more careful to keep promises to other people than 
we are to keep promises made to God.  We tend to care more about what others think of us than what the Lord 
thinks of us.  That is misplaced concern!!  Do not make commitments and promises lightly. 
24-25 We should share with each other in the bounty of what God has provided.  However, we should not act 
greedily as we accept their generosity.  The reason more people are not open to sharing with others is that someone, 
sometime, somewhere took advantage of them and they are not willing to be hurt again. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 24 
1-5 Revolving-door marriage relationships are repulsive to God.  We are expected to keep our word and not 
treat relationships such as marriage lightly.  A stable society depends on stable marriages.  The marriage relationship 
takes time to develop and should be given extremely high priority -- even more important than fighting a war. 
6,10-13 If we loan people money, then the purpose should be to help them and not drive them deeper into bondage 
to debts nor should our actions cause them to suffer hardships nor rob them of their dignity. 
7 Kidnaping and enslavement are capital crimes in God’s sight.  Those who would entrap and enslave people 
in false cults are the spiritual kidnappers and slave merchant of today. 
8-9 Diseases such as leprosy that are highly contagious must be dealt with very strictly so as to not infect the 
rest of the people.  There are a number of contagious diseases such as sexually transmitted diseases today that are 
treated much too cavalierly. 
14-15 Treating workers with respect, dignity and fairness will always be the high road and will be rewarded by 
God.  This law was to apply to all people, citizens and foreigners, alike.  The practice of paying people daily had 
some motivational aspects as well as practical importance.  The motivation of a quick feedback and reward is 
important to people.  Most of us need to know “how we are doing” and the payment of  the day’s wages gave them 
affirmation.  From a practical standpoint, many of the poor people had no reserves and if they did not get paid, then 
their family would likely be hungry.  
16 The principle of individual responsibility before God is often used as an argument for people to not think 
they are “saved” just because grandma and mom and dad were Christians.  Sometimes we tend to persecute the 
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children (or other relatives) of criminal and make them guilty by association.  It is interesting that this principle was 
not followed in the case of Achan between the first and second battles of Ai (Joshua 7). 
17-22 The concept of human rights is not a recent development.  A limited welfare system or safety net is needed 
for those in our society who cannot “get it all together.”  Many will find themselves in financial straits and will not 
survive unless help is offered.  The principle I see here is that we should make the opportunity available for them to 
obtain what they need and still have some sense of doing something for it.  The motive for the Israelites to help 
those in need was rooted in their situation in Egypt and that God had delivered them in their helplessness.  Our 
motive for helping the disadvantaged should be reflective of Calvary.  The love of Christ should constrain us to 
show compassion. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 25 
1-3 If disputes cannot be settled between people, then they should be settled by an impartial judge.  If 
restitution or punishment is the decision, then it must be suited to the wrong that was done and should not be harsh 
or cruel.  
4 A principle of fairness and kindness to animals.  This same principle was cited by Paul to justify “paying 
the preacher.” 
5-10 Our responsibility extends to others of our household beyond the immediate family members.  One might 
extend this principle to the head of the house having spiritual “responsibility” for those living in his home.   
11-12 The importance of dealing fairly with each other (even in fights). 
13-16 Honesty and integrity are cornerstones of a society.   
17-19 The attitude of God toward those who take advantage of the poor and defenseless is very strong and is 
demonstrated by constant reminder of the situation of Amalek 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 26 
1-11 A yearly offering of the firstfruits show the priority of God in our lives and acknowledges Him as the 
source of every blessing.  To realize the benefit of such an offering we should recall all that God has done for us.  
Remembering where we have been will help us in picking the right paths to where we are going.  As Paul stated it, 
“Having begun in the Spirit, will we now go on in the flesh?”  Others (those in the ministry and those who need 
financial help in the community) will also benefit from the generosity of our sharing what God has given us. 
12-15 In addition to the yearly free-will offering, an obligatory tithe was require every third year.  This portion 
belongs to the Lord exclusively (all things belong to Him, but this part is holy unto God).  In being obedient to God 
in this way, we are taught that we can and should remind God of His promise to bless His people.  This same truth is 
also in Malachi 3:10. 
16-19 Obedience results in blessings.  We may not always recognize that what is happening to us is a blessing at 
the time we are in the middle of the event.  However, God is faithful to His word and His promises are sure. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 27 
1-4 If people are to obey God, then they must have the word of God available to them.  The place (Mount Ebal) 
where the “documents” were to be written name means “bare.”  We could conclude that the word from God is 
independent of messages from other sources.  It is to be written on a clean (bare) surface that has no other message 
that would adulterate it. 
5-8 Closely associated with the God’s message to us is the worship of God and the attendant sacrifices that are 
needed.  The requirement to not use iron tools on the stones of the altar (hewn stones) is thought to be an attempt to 
ensure that the altar of God was not like the altars to false gods.  In the church, the sacrifice we are to bring to the 
altar is ourselves and our praise to God. 
9-10 In the early days of the trip from Egypt to the Promised Land, God referred to the people as Moses’ people.  
After forty years and the passing away of the old generation, they are now “the people of the Lord.”  God’s people 
must obey His words.  We live by them.  By them, we live. 
11-26 The consequences of our actions will produce either destruction (a curse) or edification (a blessing).  We 
will either tear down or build up.  We must agree with the word of God and walk in the paths that His word directs if 
we can expect to avoid “the curse” and embrace “the blessing.”   
 
 DEUTERONOMY 28 
1-14 Hearing and doing what God has commanded us to do will lead to benefits in all areas of our lives.  There 
were specific conditions attached to being able to participate in the blessing.  The first conditions related to careful 
listening (hearken diligently, KJV or fully obey, NIV) to the voice of God.  We need to have such a relationship 
with God that we are alert to what He says.  The second part of the condition is that of observing and doing 
(carefully follow, NIV) all His commandments.  Both parts may be the same thing just stated in slightly different 
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ways for understanding.  However, there is a distinction between knowing and doing.  All our knowing will be of no 
benefit if we do not bring our behavior into alignment with what we know to be the right thing.   
 The benefit of hearing, observing, and doing for Israel as a nation was "greatness."  This greatness applied 
to spiritual well being, the economy, it was related to military might, political influence, and peace.  At the height of 
Israel's influence it was all of this.  While this promise was given specifically given to Israel, it would appear to be a 
universal truth and would apply to any nation that met the conditions. 
 God's promised blessings would not be something they would need to go out and pursue, but the blessing 
would come upon them and "overtake" them.  They would be blessed beyond what they would even know to ask 
for.  Where ever they went or live (in the city or in the country side), whether it was in healthy families or 
productive land God would bless them.  The economy was agriculturally based and their prosperity was measured in 
terms of the size of herds and flocks and in the produce gathered in for the winter months.  God's blessing would 
extend even into the homes where the food was prepared and where the people lived.   
 We can remember the time when the home and family values were a real blessing to our own nation.  We 
were prosperous in our economy and everything we set our hand to prospered.    
15-26 Just as there is always the other side of the coin, there is another side to the story of blessings.  What will 
happen if we fail to listen and do what God commands?  Some may think that they aren’t really that interested in 
being in a position of leadership and great economic prosperity is not that important to them.  So they may want to 
just opt for mediocrity or neutrality.   
 Opting for mediocrity or neutrality will not work.  There is no neutral ground with God.  We either do obey 
and are blessed or we do not obey and are cursed. The Word does not say we will "not be blessed" but that "curses 
shall come upon thee."  Just as the blessing overtake those who observe and do all of God's commandments, so do 
the curses come and overtake those who disobey.  The curses parallel the blessings.  In every area of life, there will 
be marked failure rather than success.  God customizes His responses to us to fit our particular situation.  A person 
may appear to have some aspect of success in one or more areas, but it turns out that the very thing that appeared to 
bless actually cost him dearly in another area of his life.  Having too much money can prove to a curse if it is not 
handled properly and considered in the right perspective.  The list of areas of life that Moses enumerated is 
comprehensive.  
27-44 Every horrible and awful thing that one might imagine is enumerated as a consequence of not following 
God’s ways.  He gives His way as an expression of His love.  It is a path of protection and an area of refuge through 
the devastation of a fallen world.  What is described here is what one could expect from a world that is devoid of the 
influence of Godliness and righteousness. 
 It is more than sobering to realize that it is the Lord Who brings some (all?) of  these conditions upon the 
people He has chosen to bear His name.  Some things are specifically credited to the Lord: boils of Egypt, madness, 
blindness and confusion of mind, and driving them out to other nations.   
45-48 Just as the blessings of God will come to us as we obey, the curses will come upon us if we do not.  If we 
do not serve the Lord when we don’t have to, then when we realize that we need Him, it will be too late.  We can 
serve the Lord or serve the enemy.  The enemy will destroy us no matter how well we serve him -- there is only one 
outcome. 
49-52 One of the means by which God will inflict the curses on His people who have ceased to follow and obey 
Him was to be by a nation that God would raise up.  At times we wonder why the unrighteous prosper at our 
expense.  It may be that God is chastising us to bring us back to Himself.  We need to be careful to not put our trust 
in “the works of our hands” but to trust God for everything.  Eventually, the “high wall” will collapse but God is 
eternal. 
53-57 Unless our trust is firmly rooted in God, then in times of intense trouble we will be reduced to survival 
instincts that have no regard for anyone or anything but self preservation.  Contrast this to the example of self 
sacrifice that Jesus demonstrated.  Most people can be divided into “survivors” or “sacrificers.”  The survivors take 
and consume resources while the sacrificers give and produce additional resources.  Significant beneficial changes 
are made by sacrificers. 
58-61 Other means by which the curses can come upon us are diseases and disasters.  These plagues are sent by 
God to bring us back to Himself.  They are wake-up calls and we must be alert and not sleeping so soundly that we 
fail to recognize that the alarm is sounding.  It is happening in our day and the thing that we sometimes fail to realize 
is that the innocent as well as the guilty suffer when the plagues hit.  Consequently, we tend to dismiss the fact that 
such things are the judgements of God on a sinful nation because we conclude that if such calamity were from God, 
then a righteous person would never get AIDS or lose his home in a flood.   
62-68 When the warnings are ignored and we continue on in our sins, then God is forced to take stronger 
measures to bring us back to Himself.  God was doing a work in the nation of Israel that was part of His overall plan 
of salvation for mankind.  Through them the Lord would come to save His people and to bless all nations.  He had 
begun a great work in them and would not give up until that work was completed.  Even after the disaster of the 70 
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years of captivity in Babylon, they were given an additional 490 years to “get it right” and recognize the Messiah 
when He came to them.  However, they continued to reject God and to be rebellious and the responsibility for God’s 
plan of salvation for mankind was given to the church.  We dare NOT fail as they did.  The consequences for us will 
be the same as it was for them. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 29 
1 This verse apparently refers to the information on blessings and curses provided in chapter 28.  These are 
addendums to the original covenant that spell out in greater detail the consequences of obedience and disobedience.  
2-4 It is necessary for the prophets to proclaim the interpretation of events so that people will know the 
significance of what is happening around them.  We can witness an event but fail to understand what it means. 
5-8 We can experience blessings and provision from God for a lifetime and fail to realize how blessed we are 
and fail to realize what God is doing in the scope of His eternal plan.  If we knew what was happening (if we really 
trusted the goodness of God) then we would be more at peace with events and circumstances.   
9-13 God is the God of commitments and covenants.  He takes promises seriously and we should also.  The 
responsibility to be obedient to God is not just limited to leadership but to everyone including those who are not 
Christians but are hired help who assist us.  If a family hires someone to do yard work, that person is required to 
observe the commandments of God while working for the Christian family.  This would include not taking the 
Lord’s name in vain, not stealing, etc.  It means that all our family members who are in our household must obey the 
terms of the covenant we have with God (whether the particular family member is a believer or not).   
 The covenant that God makes and seals with us confirms us as His people.  In the New Covenant, we are 
“sealed” by the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13, 4:30) and He bears witness with our spirts that we are the children of God 
(Rom 8:16). 
14-15 The provisions of the covenant that God made with the Children of Israel are close to being universal cause 
and effect relationships.  That is, the “if, then” scenarios will apply to all who practice them whether they are 
Israelites or not.  
16-18 There is a danger in being “too informed” about the ways of the world.  We should not go out and explore 
the world “just to see how bad it is.”  Such exposure opens us up to temptation and a snare.  Since we still have a 
carnal part of us, allowing such information to enter our minds plants a seed in the carnal soil.  If we drift away from 
God, then that seed can take root and grow and produce poison that will kill us and bring grief to those around us. 
19-  Ps 19:13 says “Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous [sins]; let them not have dominion over me: 
then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.”  Presumption is the hyper-opposite to 
apostasy.  Both are extreme positions that bring total disaster.  This disaster will come to the “watered (way) as well 
as to the dry (way).”  This may mean that presumption can be a problem with those who are living under the 
protection and blessings of God and those who are living outside His provision.  It can happen those who are “in 
church every time the doors are open” (the watered) and it can happen to those who “never darken the doors of the 
church.”   
20 A sobering verse regarding the wrath of God for those who would presume upon His grace by refusing to 
repent.  The Ps 19:13 verse mentions the “great transgression.”  Is this the unpardonable sin?  Once we get to the 
point of thinking that “now that I’m a Christian, I can do anything I want to and God will forgive me -- once saved, 
always saved,” then we reject the convicting work of the Holy Spirit Who tries to bring us back into a relationship of 
obedience to God.  The same consequences can happen with apostasy -- we reject and renounce God and our faith in 
Him.  At that point we can find no place for repentance (Heb 6:6) 
 Here we see the obliteration of the name of the person.  Is this the same as having one’s name blotted out of 
the Lamb’s Book of Life?  (Does this imply total annihilation of the person?  Some religions teach TA rather than 
“forever in the lake of fire” for people and the lake of fire for the devil and his angels.) 
21 The kind of presumptuous sin described here is treated on an individual basis.  Some of the sins of the 
people would affect others and bring harm to the nation.  Apparently, this is different.   
22-28 The wise will learn from the examples of others.  If we see the “cause and effect” of sin and unbelief, then 
we should learn from it and draw closer to God. 
29 There are many things regarding God that are mysteries and we will never be able to understand.  On the 
other hand, we understand more than enough for us to keep up with now without being overly concerned with what 
we do not understand.  If we will just be obedient to what God has shown us, then we will do well. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 30 
1-3 God is forgiving and when we acknowledge our sin and repent, then there is restoration.  His judgements 
on His people are for the purpose of bringing them back to Himself and the completion of His purpose and will. 
4-5 God’s arm is not shortened that He cannot save.  It does not matter how far away we are, God can bring us 
back.  He brings us back to inhabit the promises He made to His people.   
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6 Here we pick up a strong signal that what God is doing is not just with physical Israel but is related to 
spiritual Israel.  The need to remove the “fleshly” nature from our inmost being so that we may love the Lord with 
our total being is a foreshadowing of the work of the cross. 
7-10 The enemies of Israel (those whom God raised up to bring judgement on them) would prove to be over-
zealous in their cruelty.  Because they “judged harshly” then they were to come under the judgement of God.  The 
judgement would accomplish its purpose in that the Jews would return to God.  After the 70 years in exile in 
Babylon God gave them a period of nearly five centuries “for the people and their holy city to finish transgression, 
to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy 
and to anoint the most holy.” (Dan 9:24) However, they did not turn to the Lord with all their heart and soul.   
11-14 Many of the world’s religions are shrouded in mystery and only the “enlightened ones” may benefit from 
the secret practices.  Worship of the true God is not that way.  It is within our grasp.  It is already available to us.   
15-20 We make many decision about how we will live our lives.  Many of the choices have prosperity or 
destruction implications and some literally have life or death implications.  If we base our decisions on the council 
of the Word of God then we are choosing the path of life.  If we reject God council, then we take the path that leads 
to death.  Many would claim that to categorize all of life’s choices as “good or evil,” that results in “life or death” 
and “blessing or curses” is simplistic.  After all, they argue, there is some good in the worst of us and some evil in 
the best of us that every situation has some good and some “bad” aspects.  From a human perspective, these are 
legitimate concerns.  However, IF we will define “good” as “doing what God has commanded us to do” and define 
“evil” as “any other way,” then some of the complexity of life can be simplified. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 31 
1-6 The necessity of developing new leadership in the church will always be there because we age and find that 
we cannot do it all ourselves.  God may also choose to limit the ministry of one person to a particular area so that 
others are needed.  If the people realize that what is accomplished is because of what God is doing and not just the 
leader, then the work of the kingdom will not suffer when others are leading.   
7-8 It is necessary for those who are recognized and accepted as leaders to give strong endorsements to other 
leaders IF the people are to follow the others.  It is also necessary for the established leadership to strongly 
encourage new leadership if they are to be effective in the early days of their ministry.   
9-13 Reviewing what God commands on a regular basis and teaching it to our children and adults who are not 
familiar with it are essential to success in our society.   
14-15 The day of our death is nearer now than it has ever been.  Have we prepared for that situation?  Have we 
prepared someone else to carry on the work in case we are not available?  This type of preparation is needed on our 
secular job, in our home and family situation, and in the work of the kingdom of God.  In all our “jobs” are we 
“commissioned” by God to do these?  In other words, have we met with God to know that we are in the will of God 
where we are, what we are doing, and how we are doing it? 
16-18 The natural tendency of mankind is to drift (or even run) away from God and His ways.  When we do so, 
then His chastisement will come upon us.  For “He Who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.”(Phil 1:6) 
 The chastening of God can be that He is unavailable.  In fact, our sin causes just that.  It creates a 
separation between us and the Holy God.  The fact that we are no longer close to Him will expose us to the 
“elements” that would try to destroy us. 
19-22 God gives us many reminders to help keep us aware of the dangers to us.  We must be diligent to stay close 
to Him.  James told to “draw near to God and He will draw near to us.”  The necessity of passing on the teaching of 
God to our children so that generations that come later will not be unaware is important so that the social order does 
not breakdown completely.  It is important to document what God has given to us and to share it with others.  This is 
what Paul was writing about in 1 Cor 14 regarding how the worship time was to be conducted: “What then shall we 
say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an 
interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.” 1 Cor 14:26   
23 We should expect encouragement from God as we are doing His work.  We need to look for these 
confirmations which (in themselves) will strengthen us and make us courageous. 
24-30 After we document what God has given us we need to share it with others.  Moses left them with two 
witnesses: the first was the written information and the second was the spoken word that he shared with them that 
day.  Putting the information in a “song” would be a way that the information would be more easily recalled.  We 
need to be creative in making our messages memorable. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 32 
1-2 God’s witness of His love and purity are in both the spiritual and physical worlds.  It is all around for us to 
see and we have no excuse to not know there is a God.  “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-
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-his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that 
men are without excuse.”  Rom 1:20 
3-4 The starting point, the “given,” is that God is the definition of what is great and good and perfect.  If we 
will not acknowledge that God is sovereign, then we have lost the battle in life.  He defines what is right and wrong.  
Our secular society lost its moral “absolute” when it rejected God and now relativistic confusion has replace “true 
north” on the “compass of life” and people do not know where they are -- in other words “they are lost!” 
5-6 This message is to those whose culture and background were godliness.  It is not a message to the pagan 
world but to the chosen people of God.  It is a solemn warning to the church that false philosophies and relativism 
can creep (slither) in and divert us from the absolute truth of God’s word.  Many churches operate in such a way that 
it is difficult to tell that they have any association with true Christianity (they are no longer His children, but a 
warped and crooked generation).  This is not the kind of response that we should have to the grace and love of God 
who died that we might be delivered from the penalty and power of sin. 
7-8 If new generations are not taught the truth and given the opportunity to choose God, then they will choose 
the way of the world.  The devil is out recruiting and his enticements are a very attractive lie that ensnares many.  
We should not wait for our children to ask about what the past has taught us.  One of the things that needs to be 
explained are the “boundaries” that God has set up for His people.  We are “free” but we are not to be 
“unrestrained.” 
9 In the Old Testament the Lord’s portion is His people.  In the New Testament we are the Temple of God.  
For this reason we must be separated from the ways of the world. 
10-14 Our salvation is not by our works of righteousness but by the works of God’s righteousness.  Just as it was 
God who save Israel, what we have is totally from Him, by Him and for Him. He found us in a desert and barren 
waste -- “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.”  Rom 5:6    
 God did not abandon them after He found them -- “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever-- the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will come 
to you. John 14:16-18 
 God has provided us with His word and the Holy Spirit to provide spiritual nourishment for us.   
15 Jeshurun is literally the “upright one.”  It is a symbolic name for Israel.  The danger of prosperity in 
causing us to drift away from God and rely upon ourselves is ever present.  Many begin in the Spirit and attempt to 
“be perfected in the flesh.” 
16-18 Anything that demands our priority over allegiance and obedience to God has the possibility of becoming 
an “idol” to us.  Not only are we tempted by the “old” idols of the past but there is a never-ending stream of new 
idols to draw us away from God.  For example, time is one of the most precious resources we have.  Many 
Christians are sacrificing this resource to the pursuit of pleasure, vanity, and pride rather than to the purposes of the 
kingdom of God.  Many have deserted the Sunday evening worship of God for the NFL or “60 Minutes” or surfing 
the Net.  Television has become the icon of the present age. 
19-21 If we reject God, then the net effect is that we are rejected by Him.  If we want to “go it alone, without 
God,” then He will grant us our wish.  Physical Israel rejected God and did not carry out sharing His plan of 
salvation with the world.  Consequently, God built His church from among the Gentiles and now the church has the 
responsibility to evangelize the world.  We are now being diverted from our mission (the Great Commission) by 
“idols” of the 20th Century.  Consequently, the church is becoming less and less effective and less and less of an 
influence in our society.  God may have to raise up a new people (outside of established religious circles) to do his 
will. 
22-27 The unfaithfulness of God’s people causes Him to set in motion a series of events that must run its course.  
It is far better to heed the warnings that God sends to us and avoid reaching the point of His anger.  The fact that 
God waits until the cup of iniquity is filled before radical punishment is given is a credit to His mercy.  However, 
those who are unfaithful are lulled into a mindless deafness and blindness of not hearing nor seeing the warnings.  
The result is that when the calamity strike most people do have a clue as to what is happening.  In Israel’s case God 
delayed His judgement even longer lest the heathen misinterpret the cause of judgement. 
28-33 Just as Israel was characterized as a nation without sense, so it is with us.  Just look at the events of the past 
50 years.  Our nation has suffered defeat and embarrassment at the hand of just trivial nations as North Korea and 
North Vietnam.  Terrorists have struck in Lebanon, we have been humiliated by an old religious fanatic in Iran, we 
have watched in horror as the Somalies dragged our soldiers through their streets, the Islamic radicals blow our 
airplanes out of the air, and the list goes on.  How could this be unless God has allowed it to happen?  He is more 
powerful than the “gods” of these people.   
 The basis of these other nations is founded on wickedness and the results are death.  If we abandon the true 
ways of God, then we can expect the same result.  If we start seeing results or fruit of poison and bitterness, then we 
should identify the cause and repent. 
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34-35 God’s memory will not fade.  He will keep His word and we can count on what He says to come to pass.  
This is true of the good promises and those that are about judgment.  As a righteous Judge, He has responsibility to 
reward good and punish evil, it is His to avenge.  The nation of Israel was warned of the surety of the consequences 
of drifting away from God and going after other gods.   
36-39 Even in judgement, God is the God of hope.  When the judgment has run its course, then there is hope of 
restoration.  We have to be brought to a point of realizing that those things on which we are relying (rather than 
relying on God) are vain and empty and have no power to save or to provide shelter in the storms of life.  Will must 
come to the point of knowing that only Jehovah God is God and holds all power. 
40-43 This passage may be in reference to the battle of the last days at the return of the Messiah. 
44-47 When God gives us His words, then we MUST heed them.  By His words we will live.  In Hab 2:4 we are 
told that the righteous will live will his faith.  These are equivalent statements!  We cannot separate our faith and our 
faithfulness from the words of God.   
48-50 The relationship that Moses had with God was such that God could share with him the time of his death.  
Moses was faithful to the end and climbed the mountain as he was instructed.  This must have been an exciting time 
to know that he was going into the presence of the God he had served. 
51-52 We can limit the blessing that God wants to give us by not maintaining holiness in all that we do.  If we 
could know the true cost of sin in our lives, then perhaps we would walk closer to God. 
 
 DEUTERONOMY 33 
1 Traditionally, a venerated elder would pronounce a blessing on those for whom he had responsibility as he 
approached his death.  The “greater” blesses the “lesser.”  The “editor” of this portion of scripture referred to Moses 
as “the man of God.”  What a great reputation to have -- nothing greater could be said of us in our lifetime.  That is 
the highest compliment one can receive.   
2 The Lord surrounded His people and was as Light to them.  He was from “on high” and He gave the Law 
from these heights.  The “ten thousands of saints” (KJV) or “myriads of holy ones” (NIV) is literally “myriads of 
holiness” (marginal notes of NAS).  Only the NIV has anything about “the south.”  This could possibly read “He 
came with (in) immeasurable holiness.”  God is infinitely holy. 
3-4 God’s love for His people is seen in the giving of the commandments to them which was for their good.  
These laws were considered to be the special possession of Israel and set them apart from other nations. 
5 God presided as King of the nation of Israel when the leaders met.  They did not need an earthly king. 
6 Reuben was the eldest of the sons of Jacob.  He showed evidence of compassion for Joseph when he 
counseled his brothers to not kill him but to put him in pit (he intended to come back and rescue Joseph).   
7 From Judah would come the Messiah.  The cry of Judah was for the Messiah to come.  The request to 
“bring him to his people” may be a Messianic reference. 
8-11 An extended statement regarding the Levites.  Much of this appears to refer to Moses, the man God favored 
and tested at Massah.  Moses’s life was absorbed by leading the nation and had little time for his family.  Moses was 
a “type of Christ.”  We hear similar words from Jesus in Matt 12:46-50 when His mother and brothers came to see 
Him -- who is My mother and my brother?  He answered His own question with “whoever does the will of My 
Father is My mother, brother and sister. 
12 If you turn the map of Israel so that the south is pointing toward the top, then Judah could be thought of as 
the head that rests on the shoulders of Benjamin.  The beloved of the Lord (Judah ?) shall dwell in safety BY him 
(KJV). 
13-17 The heartland of Israel was the inheritance of the Joseph (represented by the half tribes of Manasseh and 
Ephraim).  These received the majority of the land.   
18-19 Zebulun and Issachar are mentioned together.  Issachar borders on the Sea of Galilee and Zebulun is land 
locked.  One will enjoy the abundance of the seas, the other has treasures hidden in the sand.  This would lead one to 
think that Zebulun’s area is rich in natural resources -- oil, perhaps. 
20-24 Gad is situated on the east side of the Jordan and is between the “arm or Manasseh” and the “head of 
Judah.”  Dan is on the western border, the shore of the Great Sea.  Naphtali is the region where Jesus concentrated 
His ministry. 
24-25 The territory of Asher looks like a leg and extends southward into a foot that terminates in Zebulun.  
Zebulun has treasures hidden in the sand and Asher will dip his foot in oil.  If I owned land in that area, then I would 
be drilling for oil. 
26-29 All the blessings that Israel was to receive were a result of the infinite abundance and power of God.  He is 
the ultimate blessing but we must draw near to Him to participate in that blessing. 
 DEUTERONOMY 34 
1-4 Though Moses did not get to enter into the physical land that God promised to Abraham and his 
descendant, he did enter into the spiritual Promised Land.   
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 It took over 400 years for the descendants of Abraham to actually possess the land, but God’s promises did 
not fail.  What He says will come into being. 
5-6 The relationship between Moses and God was a special one.  God realized that Moses was so venerated by 
the people that his remains might become as “idols” to the people.  Therefore, God sent Michael (the archangel) to 
hide (bury) the body of Moses.  The devil was also there and (according to Jude) there was a contention for the body 
of Moses. 
7 In a time when Moses wrote “the days of our years are three score and ten” he enjoyed good health for 
almost twice that long.  God provided the quickening of the physical life of Moses so that Moses could be about the 
work of God. 
8-9 We grieve our losses, especially when great leaders are taken from us.  However, God will prepare a man 
for the work of the kingdom because the work must go on.   
10-12 At the time of the writing of this Scripture no prophet had come on the scene in Israel through whom God 
did as extensive miraculous works as was done through Moses.  Only Jesus exceeded the mighty miracles done 
through Moses. 
 
 


