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THE FAILURE OF HUMAN WISDOM.  

All of us have seen the cartoons where one of
the characters climbs up to the top of a mountain peak
to ask some bearded elder "What is the meaning of
life?"  People have been trying to answer that question
since there have been people.  Philosophers have
written volumes on the subject.  Religions have grown
out of such philosophies and yet most people do not
know the meaning or purpose of life. Why do we get
up every morning, why do we do what we do?  One of
the significant problems that people are finding in the
philosophies being put forth by the Punk Rock groups
is that they are advocating that life has no purpose,
therefore, suicide is the ultimate answer.  There is a
law suit under way now against one of the rock groups
because some teen-agers committed suicide after
having listened to a recording that had a subliminal
message about suicide.   Suicide is a leading cause of
death in teen-agers.  They are at the age where they are
asking questions about the purpose of life.  Some
people (and this may be the majority) have concluded
that the purpose of life is to stay alive from day to day.
There are a lot of people that will tell you that they are
just take one day at a time.  This philosophy is usually
stated after some tragedy has happened:  a parent loses
a child, a couple is divorced, a spouse dies and
whatever purpose in life the person had before is now
disrupted and the objective has become survival.  That
philosophy may be appropriate for the grief periods in
a person's life until a better meaning can be found.
Some people take the attitude that the purpose of life is
pleasure.  You grab all the gusto you can because you
only go around once in life. Others search for meaning
in life in their work, fraternal organization, social
clubs, service organizations, and even in organized
religion.  These activities fail to ultimately satisfy
because we humans are more than animals and have
potential and purpose in becoming more than human.
The true meaning of life really has cosmic significance
and is related to our place in the Kingdom of God. 

The Book of Ecclesiastes is about the meaning
of life and the search for it.  Many think Solomon was
the author. The book looks at the attempt to find life's
purpose by a variety of means:  work, materialism,
pleasure seeking, intellectual pursuits, and acquiring
more wisdom.  This sounds very much like today.  We
have people today who are pursuing all these avenues
trying to find meaning in life.  Take education for
example.  We have convinced ourselves that the
solution to all the societal problems is to just provide
a good education for people.  This approach has given
us people who can better express their feeling of

futility and frustrations.  Education has not solved the
question of the purpose of life, rather it has given us
smarter crooks rather than making people better. 

Listen to the frustration of the writer of
Ecclesiastes. 

ECCLESIASTES 1:2-3  "Vanity of vanities,"
saith the Preacher. "Vanity of vanities, all is vanity."
What profit hath a man from all his labor which he
doeth under the sun?
Many people attempt to find meaning in life through
their career or job.  Think how many times you have
described someone by their profession.  "He's a doctor.
He's a lawyer.  He's an actor. He's a salesman."  It is as
if we are saying that what a person does to earn a
living gives meaning to his or her life. Solomon is
saying that such an outlook or attitude is absolutely
wrong!  What you do for a living is not what gives
your life meaning.  Your profession, your career, your
job is totally meaningless in defining what sort of
person you are and your worth as a person.  Vanity of
vanities -- that's what it (all your labor) is worth.
What you do for a living really does not make that
much difference in determining who you are.  I think
that those that are retired can see this truth more
clearly than those that are still involved in job and
career.  Things that matter must be related to a higher
purpose than the physical world and making a living
and just the day-in and day-out routine of life. 

ECCLESIASTES 1:4-8 One generation
passeth away, and another generation cometh; but the
earth abideth for ever.  The sun also ariseth, and the
sun goeth down, and hasteneth to his place where he
arose.  The wind goeth toward the south and turneth
about unto the north; it whirleth about continually,
and the wind returneth again according to his circuits.
All the rivers run into the sea, yet the sea is not full;
unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither
they return again.  All things are full of labor; man
cannot utter it. The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor
the ear filled with hearing.
Things do tend to have a cyclical nature to them.
Seasons come and go.  Generations come and go. The
sun comes and go.  Even the wind and water seems to
cycle about which they indeed do.  If this is all that we
can see, then we can get the idea that life is not going
anywhere except in circles.  We have seen a lot of
change in our life time; however, this has been an
unusual time in the history of man.  Most of man's
history has been so slow in developments that it would
appear to a person that nothing changed in his lifetime
but everything had a weary sameness.  This is the



attitude that can develop if we concentrate too much on
the materials things and not enough on the spiritual.
A strictly secular society sans any sense of the spiritual
cannot survive. The futility and frustration will drive
people to apathy and the social structure to disintegra-
tion. 

ECCLESIASTES 1:12-17  I, the Preacher,
was king over Israel in Jerusalem.  And I gave my
heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all
things that are done under heaven. This sore travail
hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised
therewith.  I have seen all the works that are done
under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and vexation
of spirit.  That which is crooked cannot be made
straight, and that which is wanting cannot be
numbered.  I communed with mine own heart, saying,
"Lo, I have come to great estate, and have gotten more
wisdom than all they that have been before me in
Jerusalem; yea, my heart had great experience in
wisdom and knowledge."  And I gave my heart to know
wisdom, and to know madness and folly. But I
perceived that this also is vexation of spirit.
So far this seeker of the purpose and meaning of life
has concluded that it is not found in job or career and
it is not found in nature.  Perhaps one could devote life
to learning and understanding how things work.  He
did some study--"all things that are done under
heaven."  Considering the limitation of scientific
equipment of that day, we inwardly chuckle at the idea
that he thought he had studied everything.  He had
studied enough to know that the world that God has
created and put in our charge is overwhelmingly
complex--"what a heavy burden God has laid on men."
We are to exercise dominion over the earth and to
really do that we have to understand it.  Solomon
realized that it was a big job that one could spend a
lifetime and still not know the real depth of how
complex it is.  He saw futility in it all.  He realized that
he could not learn enough to make a difference.  I
would imagine that many scientist today may have
similar feelings.  They spend large portions of their
lives studying one small aspect of science and they
may never see any fruit of their labor.  They keep at it,
however, because they see themselves as part of a
bigger picture of overall discovery that will bring
benefit to mankind eventually.  There is an element of
faith in what they do.  This element of faith may be
what was missing in Solomon's frustration.  He did not
have the big picture of what God is doing and that
each of us has a small but significant part to play in
His purpose.  When we think that what we do is the
center of things and that everything depends on us,
then we can become very pessimistic in our outlook.
Solomon thought that he was the smartest and best

informed king there had ever been and since he real-
ized that he was very limited in what he could do,
therefore, it was all vanity.  When we come to realize
that God is at the center and that He is in control and
that He is not limited, then we can rest in the
knowledge of that and find meaning in being in His
will. 

ECCLESIASTES 2:24-25 There is nothing
better for a man than that he should eat and drink, and
that he should make his soul enjoy good in his labor.
This also I saw, that it was from the hand of God. For
who can eat, or who else can hasten hereunto more
than I?
 Even though life is more than just eating, sleeping,
and going to work, we can find pleasure in such
activities if we approach them with a realization that
they are not the ultimate goals in life.  If life had no
higher meaning or purpose, then all really would be
vanity, emptiness, meaninglessness.  God has given us
a destination, a goal and a purpose that is tied to
Himself and His purpose and in Jesus Christ we find
life with a purpose. 

Post Script
We still haven’t answered the question of “What is the
purpose of life?”  “Why are we here?”  The bottom line
on this significant question is partially answered in a
conversation God had with Himself as He was creating
man.  
Genesis 1:26   “And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness . . .”
Things did not go so well with the entrance of sin on
the scene and man falls short of being like God in His
character.  God’s Plan of Salvation is to restore that
which was lost and that involves restoring us to the
purpose for which He created us – to be like Himself.
It is a job that we are not capable of accomplishing in
our own strength and so He brings it about for those
who put their trust in Him.  In Roman 8:28 and 29 we
see
“And we know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.  For whom he did foreknow,
he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brethren.”
     This is how God is continuing the work of Creation
in making man in His image, after His likeness.
That’s our purpose in life.  This is the perfect
preparation for an eternity that we will spend with
Christ.


