
WHAT TIME IS IT? 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 

 
 In Solomon’s teachings regarding life, he used a literary tool common in the Hebrew 
tradition in which the presenter did more than present a speech, he carried on a debate with 
himself in which he presented ideas and then viewed each idea from various perspectives in 
order to fully understand the concept.  One of the main points presented in the initial chapters 
was that nothing ever changes and we are just going around in circles.  In chapter three we find a 
different perspective which sees everything changing which is OK when the changes happen at 
the appropriate time.   
 One of the greatest minds in the history of mankind was embodied in Leonardo da Vinci.  
He envisioned things like the helicopter, jet propulsion, and the parachute.  He was really ahead 
of his time.  There is something to be said for proper timing of things.  Studies have been carried 
out to determine the best time of the day to have workers do certain types of tasks or to sense the 
best time to ask your employer for a raise.  I often heard that in regard to the will of God that we 
need to be sensitive to not only what God wants us to do, but also how He wants us to do it, and 
when it should be done.  
 All of us also realize that life is made of extremes and a lot of stuff in between.  We have 
good times and bad times and a lot of just so-so times.  We would like to think that we will 
experience only the good and avoid the bad; however, experience teaches otherwise.  Thousands 
of years ago wise people knew that life is a variety package and that timing is important.  The 
writer of Ecclesiastes spent the better part of a chapter on the subject of this variety that makes 
up life and the fact that these things come about in their own time.  
 
Time and Place – 3:1-8 
1 There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven— 2 A time to give 
birth and a time to die; A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted. 3 A time to kill and a time to heal; A 
time to tear down and a time to build up. 4 A time to weep and a time to laugh; A time to mourn and a time to dance. 
5 A time to throw stones and a time to gather stones; A time to embrace and a time to shun embracing. 6 A time to 
search and a time to give up as lost; A time to keep and a time to throw away. 7 A time to tear apart and a time to 
sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak. 8 A time to love and a time to hate; A time for war and a time 
for peace.  Ecclesiastes 3:1–8 (NASB95) 
 When the Apostle Paul wrote “Knowing the time, that it is now high time” he was 
reminding the readers of his letter to Christians in Rome that timing is important.  There are so 
many areas of life where there is an appropriate window of opportunity to make a significance 
difference in the outcome of a project or to have an impact on the life of another person.  
Alexander MacLaren said “There are things, very important things, which, unless we do them 
now, the overwhelming probability is that we will never do at all; and the certainty is that we 
will not do them half as well.”  
 The importance of “time and place” is certainly recognized and practiced by the Lord.  
Consider what Paul wrote in Galatians 4:4 “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under law.”  Both time and place for this event which marked the start of 
a “season” was on the sovereign cosmic calendar and things literally came together in heaven 
and on the earth and even in the alignment of the stars.   
 We can easily overlook a significant word in the first verse and that word is “appointed.”  
That begs the question of the origin of the appointments.  While some might attribute the 
appointments to chance, to fate, or to destiny; we are confident that God has set these 
appointments in his wisdom for the purpose of His will which is tied to ultimate benefit for those 



who love Him.  We also realize that we can complicate things by choices we make that are 
contrary to His will and adjustments will follow (or there will be consequences) that may cause 
us to experience less than the best of what God had wanted for us.    
 The first verse of this chapter mentions both “seasons” and “times” for events to occur in 
our lives.  Seasons are thought by some to be related to a broader spectrum of when opportunities 
are available that may have nothing to do with chronological time but may be related to where 
we are in our maturity or preparedness in life.   
 Most of us will experience the full range of life's events.  The fourteen couplets of 
various events cover such things as life itself and everything between the beginning and the 
ending.  Life is about increasing and decreasing in the physical aspects of life, it is about 
emotions and how these are displayed privately and publicly, it is about helping with beneficial 
things and hindering things that harm, and a lot of it is about relationships with other people 
whom we might want to encourage what they do and others whom we might need to admonish.   
 The events of birth and death are “givens” for each one of us.  If we are alive, then we 
have already experienced the birth part this pair of events and unless Jesus comes back soon, 
then we will all experience the end of physical life.  This reality makes it imperative that every 
person is prepared for what happens after the end of physical life.  The New Testament tells us 
that “it is appointed unto man, once to die and then the Judgment.”  We certainly need to prepare 
for the inevitable.  We cannot stand before the Judgment bar of God in our own righteousness 
relying on our own good works – He has already told us “That will not work.”  It is only in our 
reliance on what God has done for us in Jesus Christ and our acceptance of His Lordship in our 
lives that we will find acceptance at that Judgment.  Birth and death are the extremes or end 
points of the life experience.   
 In a broad sense we might say that our lives (bounded by the end points of birth and 
death) are “seasons” in which the timing is not in our control.  However, within that “season” 
there are “times” that we can influence what and when events happen by the choices we make.   
 In an agricultural society the importance of timing on what you do is understood relative 
to growing crops.  There is a window of opportunity for planting crops and if you miss that 
window, then the yield will be disappointing.  The importance of timing is just as critical on the 
harvesting end.   
 The concept of a time to kill and a time to heal may refer to the agricultural scene, also.  
A farmer will slaughter an animal for food at one time and at another time he will spend money 
on medicine or with a vet to save the life of a sick animal.  
 The world is a changing place. Structures become obsolete and even unsafe.  We hear a 
lot about infrastructure needs to replace bridges and roads and sometimes we learn about 
building and barn that can literally fall down.  When this happens, it is time to tear down what 
was once built up.  We recognize the wisdom of doing this.  
 Our lives are touched with grief and problems and all of us have times of joy and 
happiness.  Most people have a sense of the appropriate response in such occasions.  We weep 
with those who weep and rejoice with those who are celebrating.  We need to be careful to not 
get those mixed up.  
 The example of gathering or casting away stones seems to parallel the saying regarding 
building and tearing down.  In the context of the time and place when Solomon made this 
observation, the land of Israel was known for having an abundance of stones scattered 
everywhere.  These had to be removed before a field was planted or a road was built.  The 
positive side of this was that these stones could be used to build fences or houses.  Another 



application to this idea is that there are also times in one’s life where accumulation of things is 
the right thing to do.  When young people first start housekeeping, there is a great need to 
acquire those things that are needed to make a household functional.  Some times during the 
course of our lives we may decide that we just don’t want to (or can’t) take care of as much as 
we used to and we start selling or giving away a lot of that which had been accumulated over the 
years.  
 Embracing, loving, and peace as compared to excluding, hating and war seem to be 
somewhat parallel ideas.  Relationships become strained as we deal with people.  None of us are 
perfect and sometimes one person may try to take advantage of another because of 
unthoughtfulness or greed.  It is wrong for us to pretend that the problem just does not exist and 
to continue to be buddy-buddy with such people.  At times, we need to confront others with what 
they are doing.  When we encounter ruthless people, who have no intent for peace, then the 
proper response is to deal sternly with them.  
 
Enjoy Life – 3:9-13 
9 What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils? 10 I have seen the task which God has given the sons 
of men with which to occupy themselves. 11 He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity 
in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end. 12 I 
know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one’s lifetime; 13 moreover, that every 
man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor—it is the gift of God.  Ecclesiastes 3:9–13 (NASB95) 
 Since we are going to experience the full range of life (we win some and lose some) does 
it then make any difference if we work hard or not?  Do the kinds of jobs that people usually 
engage in really make a difference in life?  Probably not.  It is what we do beyond the job, 
beyond the labor that makes the difference.  The Apostle Paul was a tent maker by trade – this 
was what he did to make money.  Do you think that it really mattered that he made tents as 
opposed to making sandals or being a carpenter?  We don’t value Paul because of his tent 
making, he is valued because of his work in the Kingdom of God.  This example gives validity to 
the saying that it is only that which is done for Christ that will last.  
 The challenges of the world that God has given to us are too great for us.  In other words, 
we are not going to solve all the world’s problems.  Jesus stated this very succinctly in Mark 
14:7: “The poor you will always have with you.”  We may solve some but we are never (by 
human endeavor) going to be able to restore what was lost in Eden.  Throughout history, there 
have been attempts to create utopian societies in which all the problems have been solved, 
eliminated or canceled.  All of these attempts have failed miserably and have turned into 
dystopias in which oppressive societal control and the illusion of a perfect society are maintained 
through corporate, bureaucratic, technological, moral, or totalitarian control.  However, since all 
have or will fail, the rewards and satisfaction that the world affords are not sufficient to satisfy 
us.  
 We are made for eternity and the things of time cannot fully satisfy.  This consciousness 
of eternity and/or the existence of the spiritual realm comes as part of the package of what it 
means to be human.  As is the case with anything, we can give our attention to this consciousness 
or we can cancel it out by neglect or denial.  The idea of God and the awareness of right and 
wrong are related imbedded consciousness realities.  When these natural endowments are 
canceled out by desensitizing that awareness, then we find situations in which evil is deemed to 
be good and good is declared to be evil.   
 Once we realize our destiny and satisfaction is not tied to the temporal and material, then 
we can take a realistic approach of enjoying the life that we have been given.  There are 



enjoyable things to do that have nothing to do with the meaning and purpose of life.  It should be 
comforting to us to know that God is in control and that He knows the end from the beginning 
and that the outcome is sure and He will be successful.  We can also take comfort in knowing 
that He has provided a way for us to participate in His success by being part of His family – by 
being a child of God.  As His child, He has something for each of us to do as we see in Ephesians 
2:10: “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.”  We will be very frustrated if we think we have to 
save the world (or even to save ourselves).  We can find some satisfaction in progress that is 
made when tomorrow is a little better than yesterday and that we are being used by God to bring 
this about.    
 
God Works – 3:14-15 
14 I know that everything God does will remain forever; there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from 
it, for God has so worked that men should fear Him. 15 That which is has been already and that which will be has 
already been, for God seeks what has passed by.  Ecclesiastes 3:14–15 (NASB95) 
 God is the God of eternity and He is not limited by time or space.  The outcome is 
already certain and in the realm of eternity it has already happened.  Second Peter 1:3 says, 
“According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue.”  God has already done 
what needs to be done and we cannot add anything to it neither should we attempt to take 
anything from it, but we need to respectfully live our lives according to God’s principles and 
precepts so that we can experience the goodness that He gives.   
 The idea expressed in verse fifteen is very similar to what is found in 1:9-11.  This earlier 
reference presented the idea pessimistically regarding life being dully routine.  In chapter three, 
we get another view which suggests an element of stability in life in the midst of all the changes 
that are actually happening.  It is good to know that in spite of all the turmoil in the world that 
the sun is going to rise tomorrow.  It is good to know that God is still in control and it is good to 
know there is the security of our salvation for those who believe.   
 
     


