
DELIVERANCE IS NEEDED 
Esther 3:1-9 

 
 I grew up in a small town that had a fairly large factory that provided jobs for most of the 
people in the area.  Many of the downtown stores were owned by Jews.  We had Kiaman’s 
Shoes, Goldman’s Ladies Wear, Bernson’s Men’s Wear, and the Marx Bros Hardware and 
Building Supplies.  They treated their customers well and provided good quality products.  One 
of my sisters worked for the shoe store and was treated very well.  Everyone I knew admired 
these people for their integrity, hard work and fairness.  They didn’t go to church but attended 
the local synagogue.  The local newspaper reported on the various special events for that part of 
the community in the same way they did for the Catholics and their religious observances.  As 
far as I knew they were just ordinary folks who, for the most part, were financially successful.  
My attitude was “good for them.”   
 In my senior year in college, I was working on a team project with another engineering 
student from a small town a few miles north of New Orleans.  I can’t remember what lead to the 
conversation that happen to mention Jews and I was shocked to hear all the terribly negative 
opinions coming from this guy.  I had no idea that Jews were despised so much.  Later on, I read 
The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich and was really shocked when I learn of the hatred so many 
people had for the Jews.   
 Even though I had read the Bible through prior to that time, the oppression of the Jews 
mentioned there seemed remote, far away and limited to the distant past.  Evidence of the reality 
of such hatred and attempted genocide of the Jews was very apparent in the account of the 
history of the Jews in exile recorded in the Book of Esther.  This story does not receive a lot of 
attention in popular Bible studies of today; however, it is likely the most familiar Old Testament 
story among the Jews.  The story is told twice each year in connection with the celebration of 
Purim.   
 The holiday of Purim celebrates the salvation of the Jews from the wicked Haman, 
through the leadership of Queen Esther and her cousin Mordecai.  Purim takes place on the 14th 
day of Adar, the 12th month of the Jewish calendar.  This is typically mid-March on the regular 
calendar.  The carnival-like atmosphere of Purim, wearing of costumes, and bringing gifts of 
food door-to-door sometimes leads to it being referred to as the “Jewish Mardi Gras” by non-
Jews. 
 Since the threat of harm from those who hate them was and is an ever-present reality for 
the Jews, they find comfort and reassurance in the story of how they were delivered from their 
enemy and their enemy was punished.  As we (Christians) are exposed to more and more 
persecution from a hostile world, we can start to identify with what the Jews have been 
experiencing for thousands of years, and the account in Esther can be a source of assurance that 
God is in control.   
 Ironically, God is not specifically mentioned in this entire account, but it is obvious that 
the two main Jewish characters of the story were aware of and dependent on Him.  The reason 
for the omission of any direct reference to God was likely related to the mainly pagan culture in 
which the author lived and he chose a subtle approach to get his message across rather than write 
something that might lead to more persecution.   
 To put this account in its chronological context we find that Esther became Queen about 
125 years after the first group of Jews were taken as captives into Babylon.  It happened about 45 
years after the first group of Jews returned to Judah and that was after Cyrus defeated the 



Babylonians which would place it around twenty years before the decree to rebuild Jerusalem 
was issued and Ezra lead a second group of Jews back to the area.    
 To say that these were perilous times and situations is an understatement.    
  
Mordecai Honors God Only – 3:1-5 
1 After these events King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and 
established his authority over all the princes who were with him. 2 All the king’s servants who were at the king’s 
gate bowed down and paid homage to Haman; for so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai 
neither bowed down nor paid homage. 3 Then the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate said to Mordecai, 
“Why are you transgressing the king’s command?” 4 Now it was when they had spoken daily to him and he would 
not listen to them, that they told Haman to see whether Mordecai’s reason would stand; for he had told them that he 
was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw that Mordecai neither bowed down nor paid homage to him, Haman was filled with 
rage.  Esther 3:1-5 (NASB95) 
 The phrase “these events” is a reference to all that had happened prior to this time that 
gives us the context or background scenario with regard to the various people mentioned in the 
account.  It started out with a report of all the elaborate feasts and parties that the king named 
Ahasuerus in the Hebrew text and Xerxes in the Greek references was giving.  His Persian name 
was Khshayarsha which meant “ruler of heroes” in their language.   You may recall that before 
the Iranian Revolution in 1979, the ruler of Iran had the title of Shah of Iran – sounds very 
similar to the ancient Persian name.   
 The “Shah” in the book of Esther was the son of Darius I who had been soundly defeated 
in a battle with the Greeks at Marathon in 490 BC.  In 486 BC Xerxes and had become the leader 
of the vast Persian Empire (dare we call it a caliphate?).  The likely reason for all the splendid 
entertainment (which lasted six months) was to gain support for taking a large Persian army back 
to battle the Greeks and avenge the defeat that his father had suffered.  The guests at the ongoing 
parties were the leaders of the various 127 provinces that made up the Empire that extended from 
the western border of India to the western border of Egypt.   
 As can happen when the powerful party, they may over indulge in intoxicants and in his 
drunken condition he wanted to display how great, powerful, rich and to be envied, he was.  He 
also wanted to put on display his lovely queen who was named Vashti.  She refused to be 
displayed in the presence of a bunch of drunken men and this proved to be an embarrassment to 
the “Shah.”   
 To avoid a scandal of wives getting away with being disrespectful to their husbands, the 
Shah took away Vashti’s position of queen and a search was started to find a new queen.  In the 
meantime, he left the area to lead a large army against Greece (which was a disaster).  While he 
was gone, Vashti gave birth to a son who would later become king (Artaxerxes).  Some 
commentators have speculated that she was far along in her pregnancy at the time she refused to 
“display her beauty.”   Also, during this four-year period of his absence, a young Jewish woman 
named Esther was chosen and groomed to be the new queen.   
 Esther’s cousin was an older man named Mordecai and he was her guardian and adviser.  
After the Shah returned from battle, he married his new queen who had not disclosed that she 
was of Jewish background.  It also happened that Mordecai had a position of some responsibility 
in the government (probably a judge) that caused him to be “sitting at the king’s gate” which was 
typically where judicial proceedings took place.  While he was there, he overheard a plot of two 
officials in the king’s court to murder the king.  He passed this information along to Esther who 
told the king and the “plotters” were arrested and executed.   
 At the beginning of chapter three which is several years later, we see the introduction of 
another key person in this account of how God provides protection for His people.  This 



character was named Haman and was the son of a person described as an Agagite.  It could be 
that he was from the Persian province of Agag rather than being a descendant of the Amalekite 
king named Agag that Saul defeated some 600 years earlier.  It is difficult to know if this 
reference was just coincidental or done on purpose by the author of this book since Jewish 
tradition linked Haman to the Amalekite king.  Factor into this information the fact that 
Mordecai was “a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin” and could link his ancestry back to Kish who was 
the father of King Saul.  That first encounter of Saul (descendent of Kish) and Agag was an 
example of unfaithfulness on the part of Saul since he disobeyed God by not killing Agag.  Here 
we find another encounter of a descendant of Kish (Mordecai) with a person associated with the 
name Agag (Haman).  How will the two events compare?  Would Mordecai be faithful to God in 
his interaction with Haman? 
 Arrogance, pride and inflated egos that need to be fed are not new situations with those 
who find themselves in high positions in the government.  Haman was promoted to one of the 
highest positions in the court of Ahasuerus.  One might think that consideration would have been 
given to a person who was responsible for saving the life of the king, but Mordecai was 
apparently “out of sight” and “out of mind.”   Haman was a small-minded person who let this 
position given to him go to his head and was apparently really impressed with himself.  Of 
course, such people want others to be similarly impressed so he insisted that the common people 
show him “proper respect” by bowing down as if they were worshiping him.   
 You would think that such foolishness would not be happening today since we are all so 
enlightened and sophisticated.  However, you may recall an incident in which a Brigadier 
General had the apparent gall to address a female Senator as “ma’am” and was publically chided 
because he did not address her as “senator.”  Talk about being small minded!  We also see such 
attitude in our churches in which we are sometimes chided to be careful to address those in 
leadership with proper titles and to frequently remind people of what degree he or she might 
have from the seminary.   
 Warren Wiersbe’s observation of Haman’s feeling of self importance can be found in a 
quote from his book Be Committed.  “Fools take to themselves the respect that is given to their 
office,” wrote Aesop in his fable The Jackass in Office; and it applies perfectly to Haman. He 
was recognized, not because of his character or his ability, but because of the office he filled and 
because of the edict of the king. “Try not to become a man of success,” said Albert Einstein, “but 
try to become a man of value.” Men and women of value earn the recognition they deserve. 
 How did Mordecai respond to the pettiness of Haman?  He ignored him!  When others 
challenged him for not bowing down and showing respect to this Agagite, Mordecai gave as his 
reason that he was a Jew.  As people of God, they were not to bow down and worship any thing 
or any one other than Jehovah.  While showing respect by such actions was not generally 
considered to be an act of worship with respect to rulers, Mordecai was using that as a point of 
argument to justify his refusal to honor Haman.  Some have speculated that the promotion given 
to Haman was something that Mordecai thought should rightly have belonged to him since he 
saved the life of the king.   
 If Mordecai’s reason was actually an act of pride which some of the Jewish paraphrases 
of the Old Testament claim, then he was letting his action endanger all the Jews.  Others tend to 
be less critical of Mordecai’s action by linking it back to the bitter feelings between the Jews and 
the Amelakites that began after the Israelites left Egypt and started their Wilderness journey to 
the Promised Land.  This group of people attacked the Israelites at Rephidim but were defeated 
by Joshua.  God declared war on the Amalekites (Exodus 17:16) and said that He would fight 



them from generation to generation.  Mordecai could not bring himself to show homage to the 
enemy of the Jews and the enemy of the Lord.  He would have been determined to not be lenient 
with this enemy as King Saul had been with Agag.   
 The “Jews do not bow down” reason raised a question in the mind of the other people as 
to whether that was a legitimate reason to disobey what the government said they should do.  
Apparently, they asked Haman this question who had not even realized that Mordecai had been 
failing to show the kind of adoration that Haman desired.  Predictably, Haman was enraged.  
This was the same kind of reaction that Nebuchadnezzar had some 120 years prior to this time 
when Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego refused to bow down in an obvious act of worship of 
the golden image.  
 
Genocide Planned – 3:6-9  
6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him who the people of Mordecai were; 
therefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, who were throughout the whole kingdom of 
Ahasuerus. 7 In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, Pur, that is the lot, 
was cast before Haman from day to day and from month to month, until the twelfth month, that is the month Adar. 8 

Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the peoples in all the 
provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from those of all other people and they do not observe the king’s 
laws, so it is not in the king’s interest to let them remain. 9 “If it is pleasing to the king, let it be decreed that they be 
destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who carry on the king’s business, to 
put into the king’s treasuries.”  Esther 3:6-9 (NASB95) 
 The textbook response of a person who has good self esteem and confidence in “who he 
is” and “what he does” would have been to ignore the subtle show of disrespect of another 
person.  Logically, what Mordecai was doing did not materially affect the importance of the 
position held by Haman and he should have dismissed the “slight” as being totally insignificant.  
He should have been thinking “I don’t answer to Mordecai, I answer to the king.”  Of course, 
that did not happen and the pettiness of Haman caused him to over react.  This is a lesson all of 
us could learn when we find ourselves in situations of being disrespected by others.  Always take 
the high road and never respond in anger or pride.   
 The fact that Haman was enraged by Mordecai’s refusal and set out to find a way to kill 
all the Jews, not just Mordecai, may have been influenced by his knowledge of the ancestral 
hatred between the Amelakites and the Israelites.  This was an early case of anti-Semitism.   
 If the Jews were killed throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes, this would include 
those in the land of Judah.  Those Jews who had already returned to their homeland were faithful 
to the Lord, worshiping in the rebuilt temple and living according to the stipulations of the Law 
as mentioned in the book of Ezra.  A massive execution of thousands of Jews (perhaps all of 
them) would be contrary to God’s plan of bringing salvation to mankind.  However, God cannot 
be stopped.  He overturns man’s efforts, sometimes by miraculous acts, and sometimes through 
happenings that appear to be just coincidences as in the events recorded in this account.   
 The first thing Haman did was to try to find the best time to implement his plot to destroy 
the Jews.  The people in this area were guided in what and when they did things by various signs 
or particular dates and they even set their monthly and yearly planning calendars by such signs.  
Our first reaction to that is one of dismay; however, how many people in today’s world would 
start a new project or a new business on Friday the 13th?   
 Apparently, their practice was to “cast lots” or roll the dice to find a favorable date for 
various events they might be planning to carry out.  The Eastern peoples in that day took few 
important steps without consulting the stars and the omens.  The Babylonian word puru means 
“lot,” and from it the Jews get the name of their feast, Purim which is mentioned in Esther 9:26. 



 Haman began this procedure in the month of Nisan, the very month in which the Jews 
celebrated their deliverance from Egypt.  As the astrologers cast lots over the calendar, month by 
month and day by day, they arrived at the most appropriate date: the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month (Esther 3:13).  Since this was about a year away, it gave the Jews a whole year to get 
ready, and it gave Mordecai and Esther time to act.  The Jews interpret this timing as being 
influenced by God.  The Jews also used casting lots or “rolling the dice” for decisions.  From 
Proverbs 16:33 we see “The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the 
Lord.” 
 Haman was now ready to take his evil scheme to the king to get authorization to carry it 
out.  He was carefully deceptive to not give too much information but deliberately kept it vague.  
He referred to the target group as “certain people whose laws are different.”  This was an 
accurate description of the Jews; however, the accusation that they did not observe the king’s 
laws was an outright lie.  The fact that one person refused to bow down to Haman was not an 
indication that all the Jews disobeyed all the laws of the king.  Haman was using a tactic of 
stating half truths in an effort to influence the opinion of another person.   
 Apparently, the king had so much to do with such a large caliphate that he did not have 
time or was not interested in going into the details of Haman’s recommendation.  He may also 
have been distracted by the offer of ten thousand talents of silver if Haman’s plan was approved.  
This was an enormous amount of money – about two-thirds of the yearly operating budget for 
the entire Persian Empire.  Did they need the money?  Absolutely!  The Empire was likely still 
trying to recover from the war with Greece that had lasted several years and such a large influx 
of money would have been very beneficial.   
 The rest of the chapter gives the details of how the king turned everything over to Haman 
with complete authority to do whatever he wanted to do.  The papers were drawn up, sealed with 
the king’s signet ring and sent out to all the provinces setting the date for the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month.  We also see in these details that not only were the Jews to be murdered; their 
property was to be confiscated and this would have made Haman even richer than he already 
was.  The one thing that Haman had not taken into account was that God is always working on 
behalf of His people.   


