
GOD PROVIDES DELIVERANCE 
Esther 4:1-17 

 
 I don’t know how many times all of us have seen things going on in families, churches, 
communities, the state, nation, and the world and we have come to the conclusion “that just 
doesn’t make sense.”  It seems that we have been making that assessment more and more in the 
past couple of decades.  The increased frequency of seemingly senseless situations might just be 
an artifact of the multitude of news channels on television, the internet and all the social media 
that surround us.  We are engulfed with information.   
 This fact should remind us of the prophecy in Daniel 12:4 that says “But as for you, 
Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of time; many will go back and 
forth, and knowledge will increase.”  Here we see a second truth that in addition to an abundance 
of information we would see an abundance of travel.  Both prophecies are being fulfilled.  At the 
same time, we also see an abundance of ignorance among many people who do not benefit from 
the abundance of information that is available.  On the other hand, many people who are aware 
of the “increase in knowledge” have a lot of difficulty in understanding how or even if there are 
any connections or relevance among all the “things” that are happening.  Sometime it seems that 
the more we “know about” the more confused we become. 
 The missing element in this lack of understanding is that we aren’t privy to “the big 
picture” and we really don’t know what all is going on “behind the scenes” and are certainly not 
aware of the hidden agendas.  The reality is that all the happenings, events and agendas have a 
framework in which they operate and the framework has multiple levels of significance and 
importance.  We could call that a hierarchy of significance.  What we do on an individual basis 
may be at a very low level in the hierarchy.  What is going on in larger scope of national politics 
could be argued to be at a higher level and decisions at that level would not normally be 
significantly influenced by actions of an individual.  In addition to the hierarchy of significance 
we can also discover a hierarchy of influence.   
 I’ve told you more about this “framework” than I know already; however, we do know 
that God’s sovereign purposes are at the ultimate highest level in this hierarchy.  A. W. Tozer in 
The Knowledge of the Holy compared an ocean liner going across the Atlantic from the U.S. to 
England to this ultimate level.  The people on the ship are free to do many things, but they aren’t 
allowed to change the course of the ship.  Their actions may impact many around them in a 
positive or negative way, but the ship is going to arrive at its destination.  That analogy is not a 
perfect one in that ships do have vulnerability.  The point Tozer was making is that “God moves 
undisturbed and unhindered toward the fulfillment of those eternal purposes which He purposed 
in Christ Jesus before the world began.” 
 We see evidence of this unhindered purpose of God being fulfilled in the story of Esther 
and Mordecai.  The events that unfolded were such that God used what was going on at various 
lower levels of the hierarchies of significance and influence to work out in ways that His 
sovereign design and plans were not interrupted.   
 In the third chapter of this account of what was going in the Persian Empire around 475 
BC we found what appears to be a significant hindrance to the overall sovereign plan that God 
was working out in His plan of salvation.  The plot of Haman to have all the Jews killed would 
certainly be contrary to what God was going to bring about on the stage of history.   
 When the edict was issued that on the 13th day of the 12th month that all the Jews 
throughout the Persian Empire were to be killed and their possessions seized as plunder, very 



few people knew what was going on as we see in the last part of the last verse of the third 
chapter of this account: “the city of Susa was in confusion.”  My guess is that there was 
confusion throughout the entire 127 provinces of the empire.   
 Most people had no clue about the background of hatred that the descendants of Esau had 
for the descendants of Jacob.  They knew nothing about the encounter of Saul and Agag and 
certainly would not have been able to tie Haman with Agag or Esau nor link Mordecai to Kish 
the father of Saul who was a descendant of Jacob.  It is not surprising that people were confused.  
We can go beyond these “hidden” agendas and “behind-the-scenes” happenings and link what 
was happening to the eternal struggles between good and evil.  Unless a person could put all of 
these things in the proper context, then he would not know if this seemingly sinister plot was the 
right decision or not.   
 What did most people do in their confusion?  Nothing!  Sometimes we don’t know 
enough to even dare to take a step for or against some new law or edict of those in power.  In 
some situations today we find protests and demonstrations against or for various edicts and 
practices.  The problem is that most people who are protesting do not have any idea of the truth 
and they are not aware of the hidden agendas of those who are encouraging them to demonstrate.  
Even those who are trying to keep up with “the facts” have difficulty in seeing how these 
senseless riots and protests fit into God’s sovereign plan.   
 
Protesting the Edict – 4:1-3 
1 When Mordecai learned all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into 
the midst of the city and wailed loudly and bitterly. 2 He went as far as the king’s gate, for no one was to enter the 
king’s gate clothed in sackcloth. 3 In each and every province where the command and decree of the king came, 
there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing; and many lay on sackcloth and ashes.  
Esther 4:1-3 (NASB95) 
 There was no doubt in the minds of those who were going to be impacted (killed) by this 
decree that it was wrong.  It might have appeared to be a hopeless situation in that the decree of 
the Persian Shah could not be reversed.  Obviously, they felt powerless to do anything to change 
the horrible outcome.  It is not surprising that they mourned and wept and demonstrated loudly.  
They did not try to burn down the cities in which they lived as an expression of how they felt, 
but they responded with acts of humility that included fasting and weeping.   
 We see in this passage some insight into the great disparity of the condition of the 
common people and those classified as royalty.  The elites were able to insulate themselves from 
the commoners by barriers and rules so that they did not have to be concerned with needs, pain 
and suffering that the vast majority of people were experiencing because of the decisions of 
those in power.  In the world of today with everyone being bombarded with news and opinion on 
a 24/7 basis, it is difficult for even the elite to escape and claim that they did not know what was 
happening.  This isolation of the leaders from reality used to be a common practice in the 
corporate or business world.  The unwritten rule was that you did not ever tell the president or 
CEO of a company any bad news.  If information was to be passed along that might be 
considered bad news, it was cast in terms of a situation that is being worked on and was given a 
positive “spin” as to how we will profit from it.   
 Compare this stance of those in worldly power with the actions and invitation that we see 
in Christ Jesus.  In Christ, God demonstrated that He was not isolated and uncaring since He 
actually experienced what “the people” were encountering in their ordinary lives.  He did not 
keep people away but invited them to come to Him with their problems and burdens and He 
would give relief or rest if they would take His yoke and learn of Him.   



 
Mordecai Reveals the Plot – 4:4-9 
4 Then Esther’s maidens and her eunuchs came and told her, and the queen writhed in great anguish. And she sent 
garments to clothe Mordecai that he might remove his sackcloth from him, but he did not accept them. 5 Then Esther 
summoned Hathach from the king’s eunuchs, whom the king had appointed to attend her, and ordered him to go to 
Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was. 6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai to the city square in front of the 
king’s gate. 7 Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact amount of money that Haman had 
promised to pay to the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the 
edict which had been issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show Esther and inform her, and to order her 
to go in to the king to implore his favor and to plead with him for her people. 9 Hathach came back and related 
Mordecai’s words to Esther.  Esther 4:4-9 (NASB95) 
 Esther was living in the luxury of opulent wealth and was shielded from the ugliness of 
the world.  It was a blissful fantasy existence that bordered on make-believe.  There are those 
today who are categorized as the “rich and famous” or perhaps the “jet set” whose lives are 
scripted and controlled so that they are in their own little world of fantasy.  While we are not 
“jet-setters” we may be experiencing isolation of what all is going on in the majority of the 
world.  While we don’t have opulent wealth, we are blessed beyond what most people in the 
world can imagine.   
 The news of what her cousin Mordecai was doing in the streets of Susa was very 
disturbing to Esther.  She had no idea of why he was carrying on in such an unseemly way.  I 
don’t want to come across as critical of Esther; however, it seems that her initial approach was to 
work on the “appearance” problem of being improperly dressed.  So many times, our modern-
day approach to problems is that we think we can help people by changing the external situation 
in which they live.  We move people from the slums of the ghettos into a public housing project 
with nice facilities thinking that will solve the problems they are having.  That approach does not 
work.  It is sort of like thinking that we can remodel and fix up an old house with a new coat of 
paint.  The reality is that it is still an old house with all the problems it had before.  We don’t 
solve the problem of needing a bath by putting on a clean shirt and a dash of perfume.  Mordecai 
did not want any part of that approach.  His problem was not the sackcloth and ashes.   
 Esther was then forced to discover the real root of the problem as opposed to just working 
on the symptoms.  She sent her trusted assistant to get the needed information.  Mordecai was 
prepared with the details of what was going on behind the scenes and the payment of money to 
influence legislation.  It is very obvious that such a practice is improper and that those who make 
decisions based on how much money they can get from lobbyists are not acting with integrity.   
 The relationship of Mordecai to Esther was such that he believed that as her former 
guardian and both of them being Jews that he could command her to take some action to 
influence the king on behalf of her people, the Jews.  That bold action on his part might stimulate 
us to clarify where our loyalties lie with respect to relationships.  What is the hierarchy of the 
various relationships we have with family, community, church, associations, where we are 
employed, the government, self interest, and our relationship to God?   
 Mordecai may have given away a completely new revelation to those associated with 
Esther that she was Jewish.  Some commentators have suggested that it is not out of the question 
that the attendants that Esther had assigned to her were also Jewish.  If that is the case, then 
Mordecai did not reveal anything new that her attendants did not already know.  How do such 
identity revelations apply in today’s world?  Most of us are familiar with the “revelation” made 
by Jimmy Carter in the 1970s when he was running for president that he was a “born-again 
Christian.”  I think that statement was in response to being asked a specific question with regard 
to his “religion.”  Nowadays, it seems that the only revelations that are celebrated by those in the 



secular media are those related to someone letting the world know that they are practitioners of 
some sexual perversion.  With the anti-Christian bias that we see developing in our present day 
world, when is it appropriate to reveal to those with whom we associate that we are Christians?  
That is a trick question.  The answer is that we should not have to tell them but that our actions, 
our speech and our attitudes should make it obvious that we are distinct and apart from the 
secular world.  Just as Peter stated in his first letter (3:15) we should always be ready to give a 
reason to those who ask about the difference they see in our lives.   
 What specifically did Mordecai order Esther to do?  “To implore his favor and to plead 
with him for her people” was the action she should take.  That raises a question of where was 
Mordecai looking for deliverance?  Was he relying on the king or Shah to save the Jews or was 
he just trying to help God in doing what God had already promised to do?  It could be either of 
these possibilities.  We are raising more questions than we are answering.  What should we do 
when we see things going on that we know are contrary to God’s will and eternal purposes?  Do 
we adopt an approach of “God is in control, so I don’t need to get involved” or do we think that 
“all it takes for evil to gain the victory is for good men to do nothing?”  Mordecai was not 
satisfied with doing nothing but he needed Esther to get involved, also.     
 
Esther’s Hesitation – 4:10-12 
10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and ordered him to reply to Mordecai: 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of 
the king’s provinces know that for any man or woman who comes to the king to the inner court who is not 
summoned, he has but one law, that he be put to death, unless the king holds out to him the golden scepter so that he 
may live. And I have not been summoned to come to the king for these thirty days.” 12 They related Esther’s words 
to Mordecai.  Esther 4:10-12 (NASB95) 
 Things aren’t always as simple as they seem to the casual observer.  I would guess that all 
of us have been guilty of asking a question such as, “Why don’t they just do this or that?” with 
regard to some problems that people might be faced with.  Many times the reason is that “doing 
this or that” may have unintended consequences.  Esther knew some of the possible unintended 
consequences of dealing with a person who could wield almost absolute power but did not 
possess absolute wisdom or was not known for compassion.  I think she realized that if she were 
to be rejected and wound up paying for it with her life that she would not be able to help the 
Jews in their perilous situation.   
 She was probably looking for another alternative that did not involve putting her very life 
in danger.  Is that an unreasonable approach to such a situation?  Consider the prayer of Jesus in 
the Garden prior to His arrest.  “Father, if it be Your will, let this cup pass from me.”   
 
Mordecai’s Appeal – 4:13-14 
13 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not imagine that you in the king’s palace can escape any more 
than all the Jews. 14 “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another 
place and you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a 
time as this?”  Esther 4:13-14 (NASB95) 
 It turns out that we may encounter possible unintended consequences when we take the 
initiative and these consequences have to be weighed against the certain and sure outcomes if we 
fail to take action.  If Esther did nothing, it was fairly certain that she would be killed along with 
all of the other Jews.  If she took action, then there was a possibility that a different outcome 
might result.  So, if we are faced with certain death or a possibility of averting death, what would 
we choose?  This question is somewhat similar to the question about being willing to parachute 
out of an airplane.  Frankly, I’m really not interested in doing that.  However, if the plane was on 
fire and going to crash, then I’m all for the parachute option.  



 Mordecai’s next statement along with the rhetorical question he asked has been called the 
theological high point in this entire story.  The statement is an affirmation of the sovereign 
purpose of God with regard to the Jews.  There should never be a question as to whether God’s 
will is going to come to pass.  The only question that needs to be answered is whether or not we 
are going to be a part of what He is doing.  Referring to the ocean liner analogy used earlier, we 
could say that the boat is leaving with or without us.  We need to decide if we are “on board.”   
 The question Mordecai sent back to Esther is one that each of us should ask on an 
ongoing basis with regard to God’s will for our lives.  People may wonder if they are living in 
the place that God’s will would have them live or have the right job in accordance with God’s 
will or if they are associated with the right church.  Maybe the question should be “considering 
where I live, where I work and where I go to church what should I be thinking, saying, and doing 
to fulfill God’s will where I am?”  I think we can be confident that God has a job for us to do 
wherever we may find ourselves.  
 
Esther’s Resolve – 4:15-17 
15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; 
do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go 
in to the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish.” 17 So Mordecai went away and did just as 
Esther had commanded him.  Esther 4:15-17 (NASB95) 
 Although God is not specifically mentioned in the text of this book, the underlying 
confidence and reliance on God is found throughout the account.  We again see it here in the 
reference to fasting in preparation for a significant undertaking.  Generally, fasting was done in 
conjunction with praying and so the unstated message is that Esther realized that she needed 
divine protection and help from God to carry out the mission that she knew she had to do.   
 In this story, we see an attitude and resolve from Esther that should remind us of the 
statement of faith from Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego that they were going to be faithful to 
God even if it meant they would die in the process.  The words of Jesus could apply here when 
He asked “What does profit a person to gain the whole world and lose his soul?”   
 We see that Mordecai did as Esther commanded him and called the Jewish community in 
Susa to a time of fasting.  We are left with the story unfinished at this point.  Suffice it say that 
God inspired Esther with a sublime plan to undo the terrible plan of Haman and to bring upon 
him and his family the judgment he had planned for the Jews.   
 


