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BUILDING ON YOUR HERITAGE
We often quote the truth that "God

works in mysterious ways, His wonders to
perform."  If you know to look for the
evidence, then you can see in your own life
many situations when things or events have
occurred that you thought to be terrible and
they really turned out for the best.  Other time
we have seen things happen that we thought
were wonderful at the time that eventually
proved to be "not so good."  We cannot really
judge the outcome of things by what happens
right now.  Those things we experience now
are the building blocks for the future.  The
kind of future we build with them depends on
how willing we are to surrender ourselves (and
everything that happens to us) to God's plan
for our lives.  We can do this when we realize
that God cares and really wants what is best
for us.  We need to keep this in mind, not only
to interpret the past and to help us stay faithful
in the future.  We may have some very difficult
times come upon us -- all who will live godly
lives in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution --
and it will not be a time to doubt but a time to
keep our faith.

When the Children of Israel were in
Egypt, they found themselves being severely
oppressed and it was a time when they
questioned whether God cared or not.  What
they did not realize was that God was making
everything ready to make them into a great
nation.

EXODUS 1:8-11  In a little over 300
years the 70 people who had come to Egypt
from Canaan had grown and prospered to the
point they were considered a threat by and to
the Egyptians.  The perception of the threat
was fed by a new king.  The king may have
generated this perception as a rallying point to
draw attention away from himself and his
government.  If bad leaders are in place and
they fear an overthrow or unrest, then they

will plant the idea of a threat in the mind of the
people.  This new king did not know about the
great work that Joseph had done and felt no
benevolence toward his kinsmen. 

The perceived threat related to there
being so many of them.  The reason for the
disparity in the population growth may have
been attributed to wars the Egyptians had
fought in repulsing outside forces.  It could
have been due to differences in health prac-
tices.  However, we do not know if the
Children of Israel had any particular differ-
ences in hygiene or diet.  Laws regarding
hygiene and diet did not come until nearly a
hundred years later.

The plan of the king was to take them
into a slave labor situation.  This would help
build Egypt and slow down the population
growth of the Israelites.  The Egyptians were
probably already dependent on the Israelite for
the economy of their country.  We might think
that the simple solution would be to have the
Israelites leave and go back to Canaan.
However, without modern conveniences and
power equipment, things got done with muscle
power and that required  people.

The plan to make the people work
harder to slow the population growth failed.
So an additional plan was set up to kill all the
male children when they were born.  This plan,
if carried out effectively, would have destroyed
the Hebrew people.  In a period of a little over
40 years, Pharaoh would have thwarted the
plan of God to raise up a people from which
the Savior of the world would come.  But God
cares for His own, and He was in charge of the
situation.  He was using this adversity to get
the people of Israel ready to leave the
"security" of Egypt.  When God has a great
work to accomplish, He will usually raise up a
great leader.

EXODUS 2:1-4  Often we look at



ourselves and think, "What can I possibly do
to make a difference in this world?"  Here we
see a simple man and woman who were not
content to follow the way of the world but
looked for a better way.  We recognize from
this story that the child born to them was
Moses.  Moses is considered by the Jews to be
the greatest leader who has ever been.
However, we should not overlook the
influence that his parents had in daring to go
against the tide of the times.  Today, we need
to be bold in daring to be different from the
world for the sake of the Kingdom of God.  

In some ways each new Christian is
like the little baby Moses.  Each of us has
great potential to do great things in the
Kingdom of God and in doing so to show how
much God cares for His people.  Disciplining
is needed for new Christians to provide care,
attention and nurture. However, we are
exposed to the influence of the world system
and we need protection to prevent us from
being drowned in the influence of the world.
If we think of the world being like the Nile
river, then the Church is like that little reed
basket that Moses was in.  Normally, a reed
basket would leak water and sink, however,
this one was sealed with tar to keep the water
out.  If our churches are no different from
secular organization, then they do not provide
any protection from the world system.
Churches that try to operate apart from the
power of the Holy Spirit (have not been sealed
by the Spirit) are like reed baskets without tar.
They find themselves immersed in the world
and the members drown in the worldly
influence and have no usefulness in the
Kingdom of God.

In the case of Moses, it was not
enough just to put the waterproof basket in the
water.  It needed to be watched and cared for.
In the same way, God has appointed His
angels to watch over His church and provide
divine protection to the church and to
individual Christians.

EXODUS 2:5-9  If we will let Him,
God will use the world system to benefit us
and the Kingdom of God.  If Jochabed had
taken the attitude "I'd rather see my son dead
than be brought up by a bunch of Egyptians,"
then God would not have had a chance to
work in the life of this boy.  It is amazing that
God arranged the situation so the child could
be raised by his own mother during the very
early stages of his life.  Not only did she raise
him, she was paid to do so.  

We see from this series of events that
God influences those in the world to act
according to His will.  He used natural
curiosity, the natural mothering instinct of the
Egyptian princess, and the well place person
who knew what was going on to put His plan
into effect.

Moses, the boy, grew up to be Moses,
the man.  He realized that he was a Hebrew
and he identified with the Israelites.  He felt a
need to be an advocate for them.  You know
the story of how, in his zealousness, he killed
an Egyptian who was beating an Israelite.
Because of this he had to flee for his life and
he spent forty years in the wilderness of
Midian.

EXODUS 2:23-25  Things didn't get
any better for the Children of Israel.  The
people were discouraged and near despair
because of the bondage.  They could see no
hope and they groaned under their burden.
They were in desperate need of help and
would be ready to leave Egypt.  Before this
time, they may have been reluctant to go.  God
was watching over them and was ready to act
in their behalf.

There may be people whom you
encounter whose lives are nearing despair and
may be desperate for a way out of their
situation.  You might be their Moses and could
be used by God to lead them to a new life in
Christ Jesus.


