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OVERCOMING DIFFICULTY GOD’S WAY

Exodus 5:1-9; 11:1-5

Can you imagine getting a call from the President to report to Washington and when you get
there you discover that you have been picked to go to some hostile foreign country and secure the
release of ten American hostages that were being held there? I would not know where to begin,
except to say that he needed to get someone else to do that job! If you can imagine that, then you can
know a little of how Moses felt when the God of all the Universe told him to go to Egypt and secure
the release of, not ten, but 600,000 men PLUS their families AND their livestock. This is what
happened to Moses. When God confronted Moses from the burning bush, he knew what Moses'
response would be in terms of not being adequate, so He had already arranged for Moses brother
Aaron to be on his way to find Moses so that he could help.

Moses and Aaron went to the Hebrew people and told them what God had instructed them
to do. God also gave Moses several signs so as to provide convincing evidence to the people that
God's power was with Moses. You remember that one sign was that when Moses would throw his
staff on the ground that it would turn into a snake and when he would pick it up it would become a
staff again. The Hebrew people accepted and believed and Moses and Aaron then went to Pharaoh
with their proposal.

Moses’ Reasonable Request
1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people
go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.’ ” 2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey
his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.” 3 Then they said, “The
God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness that we may
sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest he fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.”  Exodus 5:1-3 (ESV)

Some forty years had passed since Moses fled Egypt after having killed an Egyptian and
there was a new Pharaoh ruling in Egypt who did not know about the incident and likely did not
know nor care that this Moses had been raised by an Egyptian princess. Moses’ source of
authority for what he was doing was based on "thus saith the Lord God of Israel". To Moses this
was all the authority that he needed. But notice the response of the Egyptian:  "Who is the Lord,
that I should obey His voice..?" We find ourselves in just such a situation today as Moses was in.
When we guide our lives and attempt to influence society by the principles we find in the Bible
(the Word of God), we find the world asking the same kinds of questions that the Pharaoh asked:
"Why should I follow what that says – I can find other advice written by philosophers and
psychologists. Why is the Bible any more correct than these people?" Our response is that the
Bible is the Word of God and they think that we are not rational for believing in the supernatural.
Pharaoh decided that he would do what he wanted to do and did not choose to accept what God
wanted. This is the choice that billions of people make each day and most people choose to do
what pleases themselves and not what is required by consideration for what is right and holy.

Notice that Moses appealed to Pharaoh on the basis of what God would do to the
Israelites and no threat was made against the Egyptians. The reason for going away some three
days journey came up later (in Exodus Chapter 8) and there it was stated that the sacrifices of
Hebrews would be detestable to the Egyptians. The rituals probably involved sprinkling the
people with a mixture of blood and water and that probably was not very appealing to the



Egyptians. This practice, of course, points to the shed blood of Jesus Christ and we sing such
songs as "I am washed in the blood of the Lamb". If you stop and think about it, that concept is
probably not appealing to a non-Christian. It is also likely that once Moses and the Israelites were
three days journey away that they would keep on going. That probably was the Pharaoh thought,
also.

Pharaoh’s Resentful Retaliation 
4 But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people away from their work? Get
back to your burdens.” 5 And Pharaoh said, “Behold, the people of the land are now many, and you make them rest
from their burdens!” 6 The same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people and their foremen, 7 “You
shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as in the past; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8

But the number of bricks that they made in the past you shall impose on them, you shall by no means reduce it, for
they are idle. Therefore they cry, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Let heavier work be laid on the men
that they may labor at it and pay no regard to lying words.”  Exodus 5:4-9 (ESV)

The Pharaoh's response was typical of tyrants throughout the history of mankind: "What
do they know? If you have time to think about such things, then you must not be working hard
enough, so I will give you more to do." The American worker used to be treated that way by
management. Over the past several decades there has been a realization that the average worker
can make a great contribution by letting him use his mind in addition to his hands and muscles.
There is a vast, virtually untapped resource of peoples creative ability that is being missed and
part of the blame must go to the public education system that squelches creativity and was
designed to train people to work on an assembly line.  Egypt could have been a great nation had it
made use of its resources.

It would appear that Moses' efforts had backfired. He did not get what he wanted and the
people were the ones to suffer for it. That makes it hard on a leader that is really concerned about
people. This is reality, though. There are prices to be paid for things that are worthwhile. When
Moses confronted God with the setback, God was not concerned because He knew the outcome
and knew that He was in control. Initially, there was no pressure on Pharaoh, no threats but now
God is going to show the people of Israel what He will do to Pharaoh so that Pharaoh will be glad
to see the Israelites leave.

A series of ten plagues was specifically chosen by God to show his power over the
Egyptian gods. The tenth plague hit directly at Pharaoh himself. Pharaoh was considered to be "a
god" by himself and maybe the people and the final plague struck the family of even this
supposedly great person.

God’s Righteous Retribution
1 The LORD said to Moses, “Yet one plague more I will bring upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt. Afterward he will let
you go from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you away completely. 2 Speak now in the hearing of the
people, that they ask, every man of his neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry.” 3

And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was very great in the
land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh’s servants and in the sight of the people. 4 So Moses said, “Thus says the
LORD: About midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt, 5 and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from
the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the handmill,
and all the firstborn of the cattle.  Exodus 11:1-5 (ESV)

Throughout the series of plagues, the Pharaoh would give in so that he plague would be
stayed and as soon as there was relief, he would renege on the deal and go back to doing things



his own way. This is very characteristic of human nature, all of us have a tendency to do this very
thing. When we have difficulties, we make all kinds of deals with God and then promptly ignore
them when the crisis is over. Sometimes it is necessary for something beyond a crisis to happen to
get us to really turn our lives around. Such a tragedy was about to strike Egypt.

Israel had served Egypt without due compensation and God had a plan for payment to be
made. He instructed Moses to have the people "borrow" all the gold and silver that they could
from their Egyptian neighbors. (I'm not sure that this really did them any good, because they
eventually made an idol of it and, therefore, lost this treasure.)
The Egyptian people were not the ones to be blame for the poor treatment of the Israelites. We
see that the everyday Egyptian looked favorably on the Hebrew people and had great respect for
Moses. Yet, they suffered because of the bad choices of their leaders. Thus it has been throughout
history and is even so today. This is why we must be careful to pick good men for leaders,
because we either suffer or benefit from what they do.

The final judgment of the Lord was a high price for the people to pay because of the pride
of the Pharaoh and yet we see in this that God makes a distinction among people, not as to
whether they are rich or poor, famous or unknown; but according to whether they obey Him. 
Every Egyptian household could have saved their own first-born by the protection that the
Hebrew people used, yet they ignored it. In a similar way, God’s salvation through Jesus Christ is
available to everyone that will acknowledge Him as Lord in their daily lives as well as in their
confession.


