
CONFRONTATION 
Exodus 7:1-13 

 
  I heard just recently that there are more people in literal slavery today than the total 
number of people who were enslaved in the United States during the entire history of the slave 
trade in the new world (from 1525 to 1866).  Estimates are that during that time 12.5 million 
people were loaded into ships and 10.7 million survived the trip from Africa to America.  Since 
there are more enslaved today than back then, how bad does it have to get before someone takes 
action to free the slaves that are in captivity to whatever or whomever enslaves people today?  
Do we even know “who or what” are the slave masters in the world today?   
 Estimates of the number of people who are enslaved today range from a low of 30 million 
to as high as 45 million.  There are 167 countries that have incidences of slavery.  India has the 
largest number of slaves (18 million) and North Korea has the highest percentage of its 
population (4%) living in slavery.  How much does a slave cost in India today compared to the 
cost of a slave in America in 1850?  Accounting for inflation, the average cost of a slave in 1850 
was $40,000 ($800 then) and today a slave can be purchased in India for $90.  There is a 
significant problem that is being ignored.  Where are the indignation and the outrage and the 
demand for reform?  Is it politically incorrect to challenge such practices and to use economic 
pressure to bring about the end of slavery?   
 Biblical records show that around 1500 BC there were about 600,000 (not counting the 
women and children) Israelites enslaved in Egypt.  That would have been more than two million 
people and perhaps as many as three million.  Some scholars wonder if the translation of this 
number might be 600 “families” rather than 600 “thousand men.”  That is a significant 
difference.  There are no “traditional” historical records available to support either interpretation.  
The important thing for us is to understand what happened that enable these people to become 
free so that they could participate in the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham.   
 God had appeared to Moses in the burning bush and instructed him to return to Egypt to 
lead the Israelites out of that land and guide them to the Promised Land.  Moses’ brother Aaron 
would accompany Moses and be his spokesman as the two of them told the Israelites what God 
was going to do and as they confronted Pharaoh with God’s demands to let the Israelites go free.   
 Two problems arose.  The Israelites listened to Moses and believed him after the “signs 
and wonders” were performed and they responded to the message that “God was concerned 
about them in their affliction” by worshiping God.  That was a good start.  Next, Moses and 
Aaron went to Pharaoh and made their request that he let the Israelites go into the wilderness and 
celebrate a feast to God.  Pharaoh rejected their request with the comment “Who is the Lord that 
I should obey him?”  He followed that with, “I do not know the Lord and even if I did I will not 
let the people go.”  As we can recall, Pharaoh responded by increasing the work load on the 
Israelite and made conditions much worse for them.  The people blamed Moses for things getting 
worse.   
 Moses turned to God and essentially said, “I did what you told me to do and the people 
are in worse conditions that before and they are certainly not free.”  God’s response was “You 
haven’t seen anything yet, now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh.”  Moses was thinking that 
the deliverance of the people should have been completed but God knew that it had just begun.  
Is that not the same way many people think when they believe God and put their trust in the 
redemptive work of Christ that their salvation is completed?  The fact is that it has just begun.  In 
fact, Paul stated this about the process in Philippians 1:6 “he who began a good work in you will 



carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 
 
Strategy Explained – 7:1-5 
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I make you as God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 
2 “You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall speak to Pharaoh that he let the sons of 
Israel go out of his land. 3 “But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart that I may multiply My signs and My wonders in the 
land of Egypt. 4 “When Pharaoh does not listen to you, then I will lay My hand on Egypt and bring out My hosts, 
My people the sons of Israel, from the land of Egypt by great judgments. 5 “The Egyptians shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst.”  Exodus 7:1-5 
(NASB95) 
 God was ready for Moses and Aaron to go back to Pharaoh and repeat the request to let 
the Israelites go.  Moses was reluctant.  He had “been there and done that” and that had not 
worked out well.  To further complicate the situation, he had repeated God’s promises to the 
children of Israel and they were not interested and did not believe Moses because their plight had 
only gotten worse since Moses started trying to help them.  Moses did not have any confidence 
that the mission that God was sending him to do would work.  His thoughts were, “If a bunch of 
slaves won’t listen to me, then why would the king listen to someone who stutters.”  
 God’s response was “I already know that Pharaoh is not going to listen to you, but you 
need to do what I say and have Aaron (who doesn’t stutter) tell him what he must do.”  This 
divine message would be the occasion rather than the cause of the king’s response.  The demand 
was taken as an insult by Pharaoh and his response was to be more determined to NOT do what 
God required.  Being unwilling to change his mind is what a “harden heart” means.  In an earlier 
passage, God had told Moses that Pharaoh would harden his heart and here we see that God said 
that He would harden Pharaoh’s heart.  How did God harden Pharaoh’s heart?  He simply 
created a situation and made demands that Pharaoh would not be willing to do.  God knew that 
people with pride and ego problems could not admit to being wrong and repeated demands on 
them to change would result in a more entrenched position.  The succession of terrible judgments 
with which the country was about to be scourged would fully demonstrate the supremacy of 
Israel’s God.  God was putting Pharaoh in a situation where he would have to be submissive or 
be defiant.  
 We could argue that it was economically advantageous for the Egyptians to keep the 
Israelites in slavery status and it would have devastated their economy if they left.  What leader, 
in his right mind, would have agreed to the requests and demands that Moses and Aaron were 
making?  This preservation of self-interests is why we have so much difficulty in making 
changes to the tax codes, social security, the medical business, the education system, and any 
other large, multifaceted, and complicated operation that we have today.   
 Since there is so much at stake and the uncertainty is so complicated, everyone is 
paralyzed by fear or pride or greed.  If any significant changes (either good or bad) are to be 
accomplished, then something catastrophic will likely have to happen.  Significant changes were 
about to happen in Egypt as God would bring “great judgments” upon them that eventually 
resulted in Pharaoh submitting to God’s will at least for a brief period of time.  
 The strategy was simple enough.  God’s will is going to be accomplished and people can 
submit voluntarily or be compelled to submit grudgingly.  God will bring pressure on those who 
resist him.  This pressure starts at a fairly low level of intensity and if resistance continues, then 
the intensity increases until something occurs that could be described as events of “Biblical 
proportions.”  When these things happen, those involved need someone like Moses who will 
interpret what is happening so that the significance of what is happening would be seen in the 
proper context.  This need for putting events in the proper context was why God kept sending 



Moses and Aaron back to Pharaoh.   
 
Simple Obedience – 7:6-7 
6 So Moses and Aaron did it; as the LORD commanded them, thus they did. 7 Moses was eighty years old and Aaron 
eighty-three, when they spoke to Pharaoh.  Exodus 7:6-7 (NASB95) 
 This step of obedient marked the end of any stated reluctance on the part of Moses to do 
what God told him to do.  Up until this time, Moses had objected and expressed concerns about 
his ability or the effectiveness of what would result from simply doing what God told him to do.  
All of us have been and probably still are behaving and thinking in the same way that Moses did 
with doubts and excuses and multiple reasons for not doing what God is leading us to do.  When 
we realize that is what is happening, then we need to think about the Nike shoe slogan of “just do 
it!”   
 The significance of the ages of Aaron and Moses could be that because of their advanced 
years they were not in any way physically able to make Pharaoh do anything.  Whatever would 
happen was going to be credited to God and the involvement of Aaron and Moses was simply to 
be faithfully obedient to deliver God’s message.  Is this not the position in which we (as 
Christians today) find ourselves?  We have been sent to take the message of salvation to all the 
world and we are powerless to make anyone do anything.  What we can do is simply be obedient 
and faithfully share the good news with people.  It is then up to God through the Holy Spirit to 
bring conviction to those who hear the message.   
 
Signs and Wonders – 7:8-13 
8 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 9 “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Work a miracle,’ then 
you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’ ” 10 So 
Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the LORD had commanded; and Aaron threw his staff 
down before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men and the 
sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same with their secret arts. 12 For each one threw down his 
staff and they turned into serpents. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 13 Yet Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, 
and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.  Exodus 7:8-13 (NASB95) 
 How do we give validity to the Word of God?  The first step is that we must state or 
confront the object of the message with the Word of God.  This is exactly why God kept sending 
Moses and Aaron to Pharaoh.  Their main mission was to state what God had told them as in “all 
that I command you” stated in verse two of this account.  What was the message?  To get the full 
message of what was said to Pharaoh we can look back to the first verse of chapter five where 
we see “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may 
hold a festival to me in the desert.’”  
 The importance of this message is that the Source of the message was identified for 
Pharaoh as “Jehovah, the God of Israel.”  Moses was told that he would be as “God” to Pharaoh.  
This would likely mean that Pharaoh would think of Moses as being the ambassador of Jehovah 
and was speaking for God and not himself.  An important lesson for us is that when we are 
discussing issues with other people, it seems that many people have many different ideas 
regarding the subject and they are more than willing to tell everyone what they think.  The basic 
idea in such arguments or discussion is that the participants think that their ideas are as good as 
(or better) than anyone else’s ideas.  If someone tosses in a comment that begins with “the Bible 
tells us,” that is seen by some to be an effort to end the discussion and is, generally, not 
welcomed.  The implication of the authority of the Word of God being “absolute” causes a 
negative response in many people that is similar to what is described as “hardening of the heart.”  
Many people will either state it or think “no one is going to tell me what to do.”   



 The other part of the message was “Let My people go.”  This message was contrary to 
what Pharaoh wanted to do.  The situation that the nation of Egypt was in at the time with having 
a large number of “foreign” slaves to do their bidding was something they highly valued.  Their 
value system was based totally on worldly ideas that come from pride and greed and a desire to 
be “in control.”   
 The response from Pharaoh was logical considering his background and the situation that 
existed then.  If someone tells us that their god demands that we do something that is contrary to 
what we have always accepted to be OK, then we would need some serious convincing.  What 
would it take to convince us?  We might say the same thing Pharaoh said – what is your proof to 
back up what you are telling me to do? 
 We are familiar with the account of Aaron’s staff turning into a serpent and the magicians 
of Egypt doing a similar thing.  Commentaries seem to be divided regarding the question of 
whether what the magicians did was a real miracle empowered by the devil or if was an illusion 
of the same kind that is the stock and trade of magicians today.  This duplication of “the 
evidence” was enough to introduce doubt in the mind of Pharaoh even though the serpent from 
Aaron’s staff ate the serpents from the magicians’ staffs.   
 What might we think would the equivalent demonstration and counter-demonstration that 
a Christian might encounter today that would make it difficult to show convincing proof that the 
messages in the Word of God are to be heeded?  We don’t have a staff that God would turn into 
a snake that we carry with us.  What do we always have with us?  Our very lives are all that we 
have to show as proof that the Word of God – the Gospel message – is the truth.  This same 
challenge was presented to Jesus and He said that the only proof that would be given was the 
sign of Jonah which was a reference to the Cross and the resurrection.  Do our lives show 
evidence of the cross and the resurrection or is it possible for the “magicians” (of this day and 
time) to come along and produce the same results using the “power of positive thinking” or 
going through “self-help training” or doing a “twelve step plan” to make us a better person?   
 As Paul addressed the church at Corinth, he told them how to assess whether his words 
were to be accepted or not.  In 1 Corinthian 2:4 he said “My message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith 
might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power.   
 In addition to our personal testimonies regarding evidence of God’s power at work in our 
lives, we can certainly point to events and judgments of God on the world as evidence that His 
word is truth and God is not mocked.  He told us “blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” 
and we have ignored that and have passed rules and laws that will not permit study of His word 
in our class rooms and will not allow prayer in activities associated with anything associated 
with the government.  He told us that they who sow to the wind will reap the whirlwind and we 
made it permissible to kill the unborn because they would pose an inconvenience and have 
declared that practices that were common in Sodom would be OK in contrast to agreeing with 
God that such things are abominations.  We already mentioned that slavery is still being 
practiced throughout the world and the response of most of us is “ho-hum.”  Even more wide 
spread than that kind of slavery, we know that billions are enslaved to sin and we have been told 
that we are to go to them and lead them out of slavery and into the land of salvation and we have 
problems sharing the good news with a next-door neighbor because we might see that as a 
confrontation.  As we see from the account of the interactions of Moses and Pharaoh, 
confrontations are likely to be what are needed.   


