
SONG OF DELIVERANCE

We talk about birds singing and some
have even described the sounds that whales
make as singing, but I wonder if either of those
is really singing in the same sense as when
people sing.  What the birds do is lyrical, but is
it a song?  Songs seemed to me to be a means
of expressing deep emotion and to tell a story
that is associated with such emotion.  As such,
singing may truly be a "uniquely" human
activity.  Music, song writing, and singing are
found among all peoples.  In primitive
societies and in highly developed societies we
can find music expression.  It is a medium by
which people express profound patriotism and
raucous rebellion.  It is used to express the
deepest love and the most bitter hate.  

We often find music used to engender
devotion to a cause.  Politicians may have a
campaign song, nations have their national
anthem, and there are many songs of the
church.  We more or less expect singing to be
a part of a religious service.  We find much
evidence of singing in the Biblical record of
the Old and New Testaments.  There were
many reason among the people of ancient
Israel for them to sing and their songs are
preserved for us as records of the emotions
and the events that inspired the emotions.  One
of the earliest records is a song of Moses
about the deliverance of the Children of Israel
from the Egyptians.  

God had prepared and called Moses to
deliver the people of Israel from their bondage
in Egypt.  We have heard many times the story
of the mighty acts that God did in behalf of the
Hebrews as He brought them out of Egypt.  In
spite of all the miracles that brought them out
to the site where they spent the first night, the
people had not learned to trust God.  As the
Egyptian army came after them they felt
trapped.  Many argued that it would have been
better to have remained in slavery in Egypt
than to die in the wilderness.  They would not

have agreed with Patrick Henry who said
"Give me liberty or give me death!"  Moses
expressed confidence in God to save them
when he said, "Fear not.  Stand firm, and see
the salvation of the Lord."  Moses also told
them that the Lord would fight for them as
they kept silent.  So many times we tend to
panic and in the clamor we may miss what
God is doing in and around us and even for us.
As the army of the Egyptians marched closer,
the angel of the Lord which was represented
by the pillar of cloud that had been leading
them, rose up over them and went to the rear
of the company and stood between the
Hebrews and the Egyptians.  If they didn't
have any faith before, that should have given
them a mountain high pile of faith.  

God was not through with these folks.
During the night He caused a strong east wind
to blow and drove the sea back so on the next
day the Israelites were able to cross through
the sea on dry ground.  The waters formed a
wall on their right hand and on their left.  That
should have settled their faith for a lifetime.
God can do anything!

God was not through with the
Egyptians either.  As they pursued the
Israelites, their chariots wheels became bogged
down and sea returned and all were drowned.

God had saved the Hebrews and
destroyed their enemies.  That had to be a
highly emotional and awesome event.  It
would call for some expression of that feeling
the people must have had.  It would call for
praise and worship.  It would call for singing.

EXODUS 15:1  This song is credited
to Moses.  It is evident that it fit the occasion.
He apparently taught it to the people and they
raised their voiced in praise to God as the song
captured the essence of what had happened.
The people knew that their salvation was by an
act of God and they could indeed give Him the



glory for it.  This first part of the song
acknowledges the might act that God did in
their behalf.  It is appropriate to praise and
thank God for what He does.  

EXODUS 15:2  Not only should be
acknowledge God for what He does but we
should also praise Him for Who He is.  Moses
said that the Lord is his strength and song and
salvation.  We normally think that God gives
us strength, gives us song and gives us
salvation, but Moses saw that it was God
Himself that IS all of the things to us.  Just as
Jesus IS the Way, the Truth, and the Light, we
find all we need in the person of God Whom
we know through Jesus.  Listen to the insight
that Moses expresses in this song:  I will
prepare Him an habitation."  Think about that
and see if you do not see the New Testament
message that God dwells in us, that we are His
Temple.  The fact that God was not only
Moses God but also his father's God speak to
the stability and eternal nature of God.  This
alone is worthy of our praise.  

EXODUS 15:3-10  God is Love.  God
is Holy.  God is also a Warrior.  He will fight
for His people.  Strength and power are
attributes of God.  It seems that we in the
modern day Church have forgotten that we
serve a God Who is All-powerful.  We tend to
take what the world throws at us and fail to
realize that we are to rule and reign and
occupy until Christ returns.  The victory has
been won and the battle decided on Golgatha's
hill.  When Jesus said, "It is finished!"  that is
exactly what He meant.  We are the victorious
and triumphant church and it is time that we
acted accordingly.  We need to realize that as
this song says, God HAS overthrown them
that rise up against Him.  

The enemy may still be bragging and
boasting of all that he intends to do to God's
people and how he will destroy the influence
of the church, but God's victory will be
manifested in the end.

EXODUS 15:13  The key word here is

MERCY.  Another word for mercy is "loving
kindness" and these both capture the idea of
God's unmerited favor.  God saved the people
of Israel because of His nature and not because
of any basic goodness on their part.  This is
exactly the same reason that He sent Jesus to
be the Savior of all the world, that is, all the
world that will believe on Him.  God is also
the One Who leads His people.  He led them
through the wilderness and He, by the Holy
Spirit, leads us today.  There is no question
about God leading, the real question for you
and me is, "Are we following?"  As God was
directing the Israelites to the Promised Land,
He is directing us to the place that we can be
at one with Him -- into His holy habitation.
The journey that we are on is one in which we
are being transformed into the likeness of His
Son, even Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  

One of the newer songs that some of
the groups do is titled, The Reason We Sing.
The chorus says that "The reason we sing is
more than just making harmony, The reason
we lift our voices is to praise the One Who
gave His Son to be the Reason to sing.  Jesus
is our Song and the Reason to sing it.  


