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If we were to ask, we would get a
multitude of reason why people go to church.
Some (especially children) are told to do so.
In certain areas of the country we might hear
“everyone else does.”  Some go simply
because they want to.  What should be our
purpose?  To meet God  for worship.  Of
course, meeting with God in a congregational
setting is not the only way we can meet and
commune with Him.  We should have our
times of daily devotions and then continue in
His presence throughout the day.

When God called Moses (from the
burning bush), Moses wanted to know how he
could be sure that what the voice was telling
him was right and that God was Who He said
He was. The answer given to Moses was that
Moses would return to that mountain and
worship God there.  In other words, God told
Moses that He would personally meet with
him there on the mountain.  This was to be a
special meeting that went beyond the daily
presence of God that was in the miracles, in
the plagues that struck Egypt, in the pillar of
cloud and the pillar of fire.  It is interesting to
that Moses would not have his evidence (that
God was Who He said He was) until he
obeyed.

Our daily meetings with God are not
likely to be marked with such significant
manifestations of God’s presence as the
children of Israel saw in the wilderness.  We
don’t have the pillar of cloud to remind us that
God is there.  On the other hand, they didn’t
have in indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
in their lives to remind them that He was not
only with them but also in them.  All of us
would like to have a “mountain top”
experience each time we meet with God.
However, if we expect this to happen, then we
should be faithful in our daily encounters so
that we will be prepared for such a blessing.
This is a good reason to have time set aside
each day for a time of refreshment with God.

These may not be "mountain top" experiences
or even  "hill top" experiences but it is a time
that lifts us up above the everydayness of our
earthly experiences.  The weekly experience of
cooperate worship should provide and even
more up-lifting experience.  Perhaps an annual
retreat to seek an even closer relationship with
God is the logical extension of this reasoning.

The Jews actually incorporated such a
progression into their life fabric.  They had
their daily prayers (morning, evening, and
noontime will I pray and cry aloud, is the way
David put it), their Sabbath observances and
three main worship times during the year
(Passover, Pentecost, Feast of Tabernacles).
Every seven years they had other observances
that were to draw them closer to God.  Based
on their experiences and also what we can see
around us, there is a danger that these things
can become routine and ritualistic and we can
easily lose the potential benefit.

When Moses met with God on the
mountain, there was an additional purpose
beyond worship.  God was going to make a
covenant with the people.  This contract
between God and the people of Israel
contained conditions and benefits for the
people. However, for the contract to be
effective, the conditions would need to be
observed.  

Could the people depend on God to
keep His part of the covenant?  That is what
TRUST is all about.  Could the people be
depended on to keep their part of the
covenant?  That is what OBEDIENCE is
about.  TRUST and OBEDIENCE are
essential to any relation with God.

EXODUS 19: 1-8  God gave 3
promises to them: 

1.  They would become God's peculiar
(special) treasure.  In a true kingdom,
the king owns everything and yet there
are some things that he reserves for his
personal use. These would be special



possessions. 
2.  They were to be a kingdom of
priests.  The function of a priest is to
bring people and their needs to God.
They are intercessors. This nation was
(and is) minister to other nations. 
3.  They were to be holy nation. This
means that they were set apart from sin
in order to be of service.
EXODUS 19:9-15  This element of

being a holy nation was symbolized in the
preparation that the people were to undergo
before Moses went up on the mountain.  The
people were to act out purity by washing their
clothes and cleaning up their physical selves.
This washing was to symbolize purity and
purity is an essential element of holiness.

Of course, God is the ultimate in
holiness and was not to be approach by things
not holy.  Even though this people had been
set apart as a special people they were not
allowed to go up on the mountain.  Moses and
Aaron were set apart for special service and
they were to go up as representatives (priests)
of the people.

EXODUS 19:16-19   The
awesomeness of God was real to these people
that day.  It appears that God wanted to make
a mighty impression on these people as to how
powerful He is.  This was to engender both
trust and obedience.  It is not clear if the
trumpet voice was man made or a supernatural
occurrence associated with the appearance of
God on the mountain.  The wording "the voice
of a trumpet" is the same used by John in his
description of the angel speaking to him as
given in the Revelation.

Moses lead the people to the base of
the mountain and all the people observed the
awesomeness of God's power.  They heard
their earthly leader having a conversation with
God.

EXODUS 19:20-25  The call was for
Moses to go up and receive special
instructions for the people. This first trip was
to give direction as to how the people were to

maintain a safe distance and not rush in
because of curiosity.  This warning came not
only to the people but also to the leaders.  God
knows us--the way we think and our faulty
logic.  Many times the leaders think that the
rules do not apply to themselves.  We see this
often in the political arena and have also seen
it in the religious arena.  This attitude that “the
rules don’t apply to me” has been around for
thousands of years.

Moses was typical of many leaders in
that when God told him to go back down and
warn the people, he said, “The barriers have
been erected and they have been warned – I
don't need to tell them again.” Oh, really?!
Have you ever read the warning labels on a
package of cigarettes?  Yet, people still
smoke. Have you heard the emphasis to just
say "NO" to drugs?  Yet, millions of lives are
being ruined by abuse of chemical substances.
Have you seen people ignore signs that read,
"Warning, do not enter"?  Apparently, people
need to be told again and again.  God knew
that so He told Moses, “Go on and do what I
told you.”

When Moses went back up on the
mountain God gave him the Ten
Commandments.  These laws are principles
that make a society free and prosperous. If we
do not have general acceptance of "thou shalt
not steal" then you can imagine how restrictive
our lives would be – we would need guards to
protect anything that we had.  Respect for the
property of other people is a mark of a
civilized society.  Each one of the
commandments provide answers to
fundamental needs for a healthy society.

When we meet with God we can
expect to receive something from Him that is
a benefit not only to us but to all with whom
we will share.


