
EXODUS 23:20-33

Old/New Testament Verses Comments

Ex23:20a ¶ Behold, I send an
Angel before thee, to keep thee in
the way,

For Israel, God provided guidance in the physical world by a spiritual
being or messenger.  For the church God provides guidance for our lives by the
Holy Spirit.

Some suggest that this Angel is just an “ordinary angel” (a created
being) assigned to look after, protect and guide the Children of Israel.  Others see
this Angel as the Christ (the Messenger of the Covenant) for in the wilderness, the
Israelites are said to “tempt Christ.” (1 Cor 10:9) Another idea is that this Angel is
the Archangel Michael – the protector of Israel (See Daniel 12:1).  Some believe
that the Archangel Michael is Christ and this is how He is known to the angels. 
Still others take the meaning of the word “angel” (meaning “messenger”) and see
the “messenger” that God sends before them as the “Law” which is to be their
guide.   Regardless of Who or What is meant, the lesson for our lives is that God
provides a pathway and shows us how to walk in it so that we can know Him Who
is Truth.

John16:13 . . . when he, the Spirit
of truth, is come, he will guide
you into all truth:

 Ex23:20b   and to bring thee into
the place which I have prepared.

The “place” prepared for Israel was the land of Canaan which God had
promised to Abraham and his descendants.  The preparation could be said to have
taken place by God using the heathen peoples who would be dispossessed because
of their on-going iniquity (took over 400 years for God’s patience to come to the
point of eliminating the inhabitants of the land promised to Abraham).  

Generally, we think of the “place”  that Christ is preparing for us as a
“super condo” in heaven in which we will have an apartment or room.  We
generally attempt to make a physical picture or model of a spiritual reality.  The
place that Jesus has prepared for us is in His church. 

John 14:2  I go to prepare a place
for you.

Ex23:21a  Beware of him, and
obey his voice, provoke him not;
for he will not pardon your
transgressions:

The KJV translation of verse 21 appears to be somewhat harsh regarding the
pardoning of transgressions.  The Hebrew word that is translated “pardon” in this
verse is more often translated “lift up” or  “bear” meaning that God will not
ignore or endure sins in our lives.  There will be consequences when we stray
away from the “way” mentioned in verse 20.  The purpose of such consequences is
redemptive in that God wants to restore us to a right relationship with Himself.  

In many cases, divine judgment came upon the Children of Israel when
groups or individuals sinned.  It appears that these judgments were for examples
to warn others of the seriousness of sins.  Examples are the rebellion of Korah,
Achan (who stole spoils of war and cause Israel to be defeated at Ai).

For us today as Christians, we see similar stern warnings in several
places throughout the Book of Hebrews.  We are warned about a lifestyle that is
no different from that of the world after  we have received the knowledge of the
truth: there remains no more sacrifice for sins.  We see evidence of the judgment
of God that set an example for all of us in the case of Ananias and Sapphira. 

We can have assurance in knowing that having “not neglected” the
salvation offered in Christ that we have forgiveness “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins . . .”

Hear you him, Mt 17:5
Observe what he hath
commanded, Mt 28:20
And grieve not the holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto
the day of redemption Eph 4:30
How shall we escape, if we neglect
so great salvation; which at the
first began to be spoken by the
Lord, . .  (Heb 2:3)



Ex23:21b   for my name is in him. The implication of God’s name being in the Angel would tell us that the
character of God could not be violated in his (the Angel’s) actions and reactions. 
Specifically, since God is holy, He could not ignore the sins of the Children of
Israel.  He did not always act immediately when they sinned, but they were noted
and He did eventually deal with them.  (Full Cup Principle)

In the church, we seem to have forgotten that in Jesus all the fullness of
the Godhead dwells.  We think of Jesus in terms of “meekness” and associated
that with weakness rather than restraint that allows us time to repent.  If we do not
repent, then we will find that one of the things a loving father (another
characteristic of God) does is to chastise his children.  Many who are not His
children think that God’s mercy will save them in the end in spite of their refusal
to acknowledge Jesus as God’s only means of salvation and forgiveness of sin.  At
judgment, they will find that another character of God is that of wrath.

John 10:30  I and my Father are
one.
John 10:38 . . . that ye may know,
and believe, that the Father is in
me, and I in him.

Ex23:22  But if thou shalt indeed
obey his voice, and do all that I
speak; then I will be an enemy
unto thine enemies, and an
adversary unto thine adversaries.

Throughout the Old Testament, the promises of blessings to the
nation of Israel were conditional upon their obedience of God’s laws and
precepts.  The other side of this coin was that if they did not obey his
voice, then God would allow their enemies to gain control over them as a
way of chastising them in order to bring them to a point of repentance.

Throughout the history of the Church, there have been many
persecutions and many have died a martyr’s death for what they believed. 
Many who persecuted the church have dropped from the world scene and
their influence is no longer effective, yet there are others who now
persecute Christians.  These may appear to be “getting away” with
something now, but there will be a final accounting when Jesus returns
with his angels.  The other side of this coin is that if we are truly children
of God and we stray from Him, then He may use tribulations to bring us
back to repentance.

2Th 1:6 Seeing it is a righteous
thing with God to recompense
tribulation to them that trouble
you;
7  And to you who are troubled
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels

Ex23:23  For mine Angel shall go
before thee, and bring thee in unto the
Amorites, and the Hittites, and the
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites: and I will
cut them off.

Amorites - prominence - to boast, to act proudly [self-importance or pride]
Hitties- descendant of Heth - or sons of terror   [savagery, oppression or malice]
Perizzites - belonging to an unwalled village - open country [undisciplined:
sensuality or wantonness] 
Canaanites - a merchant, trader - [materialism or greed]
Hivites - villagers - related to natural life-giving or living place - [secularism or
reliance on the natural]
Jebusites - the threshing place - to tread down (in a bad sense) or to desecrate
[unholiness]
The names of the tribal factions in the land of Canaan are associated with
characteristics of the old nature.  

Just as the Children of Israel were to get rid of the inhabitants of Canaan
we are to be about putting to death everything that relates to our old nature.  The
process by which we do this is described by Jesus who told us to take up our cross
and follow Him.  Just as the Angel went before them and brought them unto the
Amorites, etc., we encounter situations that reveal the character of the old nature
within us so that we may deal with these aspects of the old life and make room for
the “new man” that is in the image of Jesus Christ.

Eph 4:22  That ye put off concerning
the former conversation the old man,
which is corrupt according to the
deceitful lusts;
23  And be renewed in the spirit of
your mind;
24  And that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.



Ex23:24  Thou shalt not bow
down to their gods, nor serve
them, nor do after their works: but
thou shalt utterly overthrow them,
and quite break down their
images.

Israel was confronted with physical idols and pagan people who had
many deities in whom they trusted.  Many practices that were part of the culture of
the people found their origins in idol worship and paying homage to false gods. 
Such practices would prove to be a trap to the Israelites.

Today’s Christians find themselves caught up in the culture of the
society in which we live.  Much of what passes for secular celebrations and
observances have their origins in the occult or in ancient pagan religions.   Some
seemingly secular organizations have rituals that are from false religions which
are carried out in “temples.”  More subtle is the battle that goes on in our minds
as we daily choose between God’s way and the way of the world.  We are not
always careful to discipline our thought life so that every thought is obedient to
Christ.  We fail to realize that “consent and obedience” to the ideas of the world
system is to “serve” the gods of the world system.

2Co 10:5  Casting down
imaginations, and every high
thing that exalts itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ;

Ex23:25a  And ye shall serve the
LORD your God,

For hundreds of years the Israelites had literally served their Egyptian
masters.  Now that they were liberated they find they are still in a condition of
servitude.  God had a job for them to do.  We can find evidence of that in the
Covenant with Abraham: “. .  and in you all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed.”  Much emphasis is placed on the fact that the Israelites either worshiped
God or failed to worship Him.  Little is taught about the job they were called to
carry out.  God had given to them the stewardship of His plan of salvation.   

Today we emphasize the fact of our salvation by grace through faith and
we tend to forget that God has saved us so that we may carry out the work he has
for us. (See also Eph 2:8-10)

Mt 4:10  Then saith Jesus unto
him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it
is written, Thou shalt worship the
Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve.

Ex23:25b and he shall bless thy
bread, and thy water; and I will
take sickness away from the midst
of thee.

We would do well to consider prosperity (bless thy bread and water) and
health as God’s enablement to do the work to which He has called us rather than
“payment”  for being “good.”  

Many Christians pray for God’s blessings on their lives and yet they do
not “serve the Lord” in any capacity.  Can we really expect God to bless us if we
are not obedient to Him?  Notice that John tied such blessing with our spiritual
growth.

3 John 1:2  Beloved, I wish above
all things that thou may prosper
and be in health, even as thy soul
prospers.

Ex23:26  There shall nothing cast
their young, nor be barren, in thy
land: the number of thy days I will
fulfil.

The nation of Israel was to continue to grow in numbers and influence so
they could do the work God had for them to do (serve the Lord).  Prosperity as
measured by large flocks and herds would give them the material means to do the
work.  

God is still interested in growth.  First, that we grow in grace and the
knowledge of the Lord and that our lives be filled with the good things of the
kingdom of God.  Second, that we see growth in numbers of people as we
introduce others to Jesus so they can know God’s salvation.

John 15:16 . . . that ye should go
and bring forth fruit, and that your
fruit should remain

Ex23:27  I will send my fear before
thee, and will destroy all the people to
whom thou shalt come, and I will
make all thine enemies turn their
backs unto thee.

Occupying the promised land required getting rid of the former
inhabitant of the land.  God provided help for the Israelites as they eliminated
those upon whom the judgment of God had come.  The help came in the form of
fear of the certainty of defeat at the hands of the Israelite and that knowledge of
their defeat would cause them to turn and run away. 

Occupying the spiritual promised land requires that we overcome all
things (spiritual powers and principalities) that are opposed to the growth of
God’s kingdom.  There are many spiritual powers around (spirit of greed, lust,
ambition, pride, perversion, lying, etc.).  These evil spirit know they are defeated
and their judgment is sealed.  Even Satan himself will turn and flee from us, if we
resist him.

Mt 8:29  And, behold, they cried out,
saying, What have we to do with thee,
Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come
hither to torment us before the time?



Ex23:28  And I will send hornets
before thee, which shall drive out
the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the
Hittite, from before thee.

These three groups would be dealt with by many small but annoying and
potentially painful problems.  The presence of a stinging insect makes most of us
lose concentration regarding whatever was important before the hornets arrived. 
Some writers have speculated that the hornets were stings of the conscience of the
people upon hearing about the coming of such a large invading army.  

For us, we need help in getting rid of strongholds in our lives.  God
sends problems our way to get our attention and to bring us back into his will. 
Most of us can handle the big tragic setbacks in life better than we handle the
annoying, pesky, painful, petty problems we face everyday.  Our inability to deal
with the routine and petty may be a wake-up call that we may need to deal with
spiritual issues in our lives.  God uses such problems to help us grow and become
more like Jesus.  

Rom 8:28  And we know that all
things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his
purpose.
Jas 1:3  Knowing this, that the
trying of your faith worketh
patience.

Ex23:29  I will not drive them out
from before thee in one year; lest
the land become desolate, and the
beast of the field multiply against
thee.  30  By little and little I will
drive them out from before thee,
until thou be increased, and
inherit the land.

We sometimes forget the magnitude of the operation to displace the
heathen tribes of Canaan and to take over the operations of farms and business.  It
literally took decades of fighting to gain control over the territory.  The Israelites
had to mature as a nation and set up governing bodies and make a radical
transition from being a people who wandered around like nomads to people who
lived in cities and towns.

We depend on conventional wisdom and have many “slogans and rules
of thumb” in our daily lives.  Many of these ideas are secular in both their nature
and origin.  They have some usefulness in allowing us to function in the physical
world.  Hardly anyone is ready to live and walk fully by faith right after becoming
a Christian.  Since our faith is not mature and strong, then we are still dependent
on what we know works from the old (natural) life.  Our ability to walk in and by
faith in all areas must develop as our faith grows.  The growth of our faith is
somewhat dependent on seeing results.  If we have experienced answers to prayers
and seen the hand of God at work in our lives in the past, then we face the future
with a stronger faith.

Romans 5:1-5 . . . we glory in
tribulations also: knowing that
tribulation works patience; and
patience, experience; and
experience, hope . . .

Ex23:31  And I will set thy
bounds from the Red sea even
unto the sea of the Philistines, and
from the desert unto the river: for
I will deliver the inhabitants of the
land into your hand; and thou
shalt drive them out before thee.

The physical boundaries of the promised land were defined for
the nation of Israel.  The closest they came to having control over the land
was during the reign of David.  There were parts of the territory that were
under the control of the original inhabitants of the land throughout most
of their history.  Though God promised to deliver the inhabitants to them,
it was the responsibility of the Israelites to drive them out.  Part of the lack
of success was that they were tricked into making a covenant with some of
the tribes and they would not break their promise.  

For the church, God has set our boundaries as “the uttermost
parts of the earth.”  We are to take the gospel message into all the world
and make disciples of all nations.  What God commands us to do, He also
enables us to carry out.  The fact that the Great Commission has not been
carried out is not because anything is lacking on the part of God.  

For the individual Christian, the boundaries can be considered in
two parts.  The first part is our own person – body, soul and spirit.  We are
to bring all three aspects under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  The second
part is for our sphere of influence: we are to be about the business of
implementing the principles of the Kingdom of God in all areas we
control and/or influence.

Matt 28:18-20 . . . All power is
given unto me in heaven and in
earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you always. . . 



32  Thou shalt make no covenant
with them, nor with their gods.
33  They shall not dwell in thy
land, lest they make thee sin
against me: for if thou serve their
gods, it will surely be a snare unto
thee.

God wanted the best for His chosen people.  He knew the problem of the
influence of others on any group of people.  The injunction to avoid covenants and
to not let the pagan influence even be present in the land was very plainly stated. 
Yet, it was their failure in this very thing that caused most of the grief the nation
of Israel experienced.  

There are very few groups who call themselves Christians that are strict
in their adherence to the parallel admonition of Paul to “not get teamed up with
unbelievers.”    Christians find themselves in marriages, business alliances,
fraternal organizations, and other relationship “yoked” quite closely with non-
Christians.  Some of such relationships are somewhat “unavoidable” if we (for
example) work for a secular business organization – we will find both believer
and non-believers in the work place.  

It is best to simply avoid the “covenant” relationships with unbelievers.  
However, not all of the above relationships are “covenant” relationship and these
non-covenant one can be looked upon as part of being “in the world” but not “of
the world.”  

In such “non-covenant” relationship we must beware of (perhaps avoid)
close fellowship and communion with unbelievers.  Such close relationships will
eventually put us into situations where we will be called upon to compromise our
Christian lifestyle by engaging in practices that are not pleasing to God.

It may take some time to disentangle ourselves from close relationship
with non-believers.  Usually all it takes is to tell them about Jesus and the
wonderful change He has made in your life.  By sharing Christ and God’s plan of
salvation, you clearly set yourself apart from your former life and lifestyle and
give your friends a chance to react to your life priorities of having Jesus in First
Place.

2 Cor 6:14-18   Be ye not
unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with
darkness? . . 
17  Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive
you,
18  And will be a Father unto you,
and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord
Almighty.


