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GOD FORGIVES

One of the most controversial subjects
plaguing our country is that of homosexuality.
The so-call "gay-rights" forces are attempting
to establish legitimacy to their lifestyle and find
protection under the law to be able to have
such things as homosexual marriages
recognized in the same way normal marriages
are recognized.  Some of them want to be
church members and even ministers while still
practicing their "alternate" lifestyle.  For those
who want to be "in the church," they argue
that the most important thing that Bible says
about the subject is not that such practices are
an abomination to God, but that God is loving
and forgives.  

As you can imagine, emotions on both
sides of this issue are very high in this
controversy.  Consequently, it gets a lot of
attention.  It might help if we would back
away from the strong emotional part of this
particular subject and look at the general
subject of sin and forgiveness.  If we can
determine how God deals with sin (no matter
what the sin) and what is His criterion for
forgiveness, then we should be able to apply
the principles not only to emotionally charged
issues but also to other issues as well.  This
approach does not to deny that different
penalties were prescribed for specific
infractions, but it will teach us about the
relationship between sin and forgiveness.

When God brought the Israelites out of
Egypt, His purpose was to entrust to them the
stewardship of His plan of salvation which
would be taken to all the world.  He took
special care in leading, feeding, and protecting
them.  The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar
of fire by night guided them on their journey.
He lead them to Mt. Sinai and it was at this
place that He would give them the basic
minimum requirements for any society to
operate.  We call these the Ten
Commandments.  God told Moses to meet
Him on the mountain and it was there on
Moses first trip up the mountain that the
commandments were given.

The second time Moses was on the
mountain (and he was there for forty days), the
people became restless and some thought that
perhaps he was not coming back.  In their
leaderless situation, many voices were raised
as to what they should do.  Some remembered
the gods of Egypt and knew of other heathen
gods represented by idols.  They wanted a god
they could see.  In this confusion, the people
prevailed on Aaron to build them a golden calf

and when that was done, the people then set
out to imitate the heathen practices of those
who worshipped such idols.

God knew what was happening and He
told Moses the people had corrupted
themselves and built an idol in the likeness of
a golden calf.  God had just given Moses the
commandments by which the people should
live and in a short period of time they had
committed an act that was contrary to the very
first commandment -- "You shall have no
other gods before Me."  What was God's
attitude toward sin in this case?  He told
Moses, "Now leave Me along so that My
anger may burn against them and that I may
destroy them."  God's attitude toward sin is
pretty severe.  Moses intervened on behalf of
the Israelites and reminded God of His
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
God then relented and showed mercy toward
them according to His love rather than punish
them according to the justice they deserved.
This mercy was intended to allow provision
for the people to repent and turn away from
their sin so that they might live.  The
application of God's mercy was not intended
to communicate that He condones sin.

EXODUS 32:15-19  This was Moses
second trip down from the mountain.  The first
time, God had told him the Ten
Commandment and the other laws regarding
specifics of how the people should inter-relate
with each other.  Moses had come down and
told the people what God's laws were and they
all agreed that they would do them.  This was
before the stone tablets had been prepared and
given to Moses.  Joshua went with Moses on
the second trip up the mountain.  But only
Moses went into the dark cloud and there he
received the stone tablets and the plans for the
tabernacle.

The Bible clearly stated these tablets
were the work of God and the words were
those of God.  God speaks very clearly to us
as to what He wants us to do.  We cannot read
those Ten Commandments and have any doubt
as to what He expects from us.

Joshua had heard the noise in the camp
and thought that the people were being
attacked.  Moses told him that the noise was
not the noise of a battle, there were no shouts
of victory or of defeat.  Moses heard them
singing.  They were really having a wild party
in their practice of the heathen worship rites.

Moses had been pretty calm and
controlled about the matter when he



intervened with God and when he and Joshua
were coming down the mountain.  He didn't
realize how bad it was.  When he came close
enough to see it, he responded in much the
same way God had responded.  His anger
waxed hot.  Sometime you have to see what is
happening to have the full impact of how awful
the sin is.  Most of us are pretty well isolated
from the depravity of the lost and we don't
realize how far man has sunk in his sin.  When
we do see it, we are shocked and have
difficulty believing what is happening.  Some
Christians have seen the depth of depravity of
elements in our society and have reacted to
counteract the bad influence.  These are being
severely criticized by the media and the
godless elements in our society.  Moses was so
angry he threw down the tablets of the law and
they were broken.

Moses burned the golden calf (which
may have been a wooden structure overlaid
with gold).  He then ground up the residue,
mixed it with water and made the people drink
it.  He also called for the people to take a
stand either for God or against God.  Next the
leaders of the rebellion were killed and some
three thousand people died by the edge of the
sword.  We don't like to hear about the
judgement of God, however, we should learn
from it so that we may avoid the same error
that others have made.  

EXODUS 32:30-32  The people of
Israel were still in great danger of experiencing
the wrath of God for they had sinned a great
sin.  Moses realized that some covering for
their sin was needed.  He told them that he
would go to God to see if he could make some
atonement for their sin.  Moses realized that
sin causes separation from God and that apart
from God the people could not live.  The
atonement for their sin would be something
that would restore the relationship and allow
the people to continue to live.  Moses had not
participated in the particular sin which God
found so grievous and as such he was innocent
of that sin.  Notice that he offered himself as a
sacrifice for the particular sin of the people.
This is exactly what Jesus did for the sin of the
whole world.  We see in what Moses proposed
to God a foreshadowing of the ministry of
Jesus in our behalf.  

EXODUS 32:33-34  Moses could not
pay for the sins of the people.  He could
intercede for them, but only God can pay the
price for sin.  God already had a provision in
that He would send His Son to die.  Those
whose sins have not been forgiven because
they have rejected God provision will have
their names blotted out of the book of life.
However, God had not given up on this
people, He told Moses to go and lead the
people into the Promised Land and that the
Messenger (angel) of the Lord would go
before them.  Nevertheless, judgement would
await those who reject God's ways even
though they may not experience His judgement
right then.  

EXODUS 34:4-6  Moses went back to
the mountain with two stone tablets as God
had instructed him to do.  Because Moses was
obedient to God he was given a greater
revelation of God.  The Lord passed by before
Moses and told Moses more about Himself.  It
is in our experiencing God that we come to
know Him.  In this experience in which God
forgave the repentant Children of Israel,
Moses learned that God is merciful, gracious,
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth.  Even today, God forgives the sinner
who repents.


