
GOD IS PRESENT WITH US 

When everything is going our way and all of life is bright and happy, then it is easy to believe that
God is on His throne and that He really loves us.  When our health is good and our bank account
is full, then we are convinced that God is fair because this condition is what we deserve.  What
happens when our stocks lose money, our backs are hurting, it rains so little that even the weeds
are dying, and nothing is going our way?  What hap pens to our faith and our consideration of
fairness?  All this is mild compared to what Judah experienced in the sixth century B.C.  Can we
imagine our nation being invaded and conquered and ten of thousands of our people carried off to
some distance land.  You recall the frustration we had when Iran held 444 of our citizens as
hostages.  Our national pride suffered and we felt humiliated.  This is nothing compar ed to what
the Jews felt.  Their faith was left in shambles.  They thought that God had abandoned them. In
fact, those that were carried off to Babylon thought that they had left God behind in Israel.  God
was thought to be far away.  They thought that He was the God of Israel and did not realize that
He is God of the Universe.  They thought that His sovereignty did not extend to Babylon.  One of
the Psalms written during that time asks the question, "How shall be sing the Lord's song in a
strange land?" They badly needed a word of encouragement and assurance that they were not
abandoned spiritually. 

God called one of the captives to be His messenger to the others in captivity.  Ezekiel was among
those carried into captivity in 597 B.C. He was a young man at the time, about 25 years old.  Five
years later God called him to be His prophet.  The call was dramatic. 

EZEKIEL 1:4-6  Many times when God calls a person to significant service the call is done in a
dramatic way.  When God called Isaiah, there was vision. When God called the Apostle Paul, he
heard Jesus speaking to him.  When God called Moses He used a burning bush.  When God called
Ezekiel there was an awesome display of the glory of God in symbolic form.  The first thing that
Ezekiel saw was a whirl wind.  This may be indicative of the Spirit of God that was described in
the book of Acts as coming with the sound of a "rushing mighty wind". The cloud and the fire
should have reminded the Ezekiel of the presence of God during the early history of the nation of
Israel when they wan dered through the wilderness and were lead by the pillar of cloud during the
day and the pillar of fire at night.  The brightness of the vision is interpreted as being the Shekinah
glory of the Lord.  A radiance is associated with God's presence.  You recall the story about
Moses when he came down from the mountain that his face shone from just being in the presence
of God. 

Not only was there brightness and wind and clouds and fire, but there was the likeness of
cherubim or "living creatures" that Ezekiel saw. The beings were described as having the
appearance of a man.  But they were different:  they had four faces and four wings.  We find an
account of such beings in another place in the Bible and that is in John's ac count of what he saw
in his vision of the throne of God described in The Revelation.  By implication, we can assume
that the power of God and even God Himself was nearby. 

Ezekiel gives further description of these living creatures.  The four faces were man, lion, ox, and
eagle which represent the major division of the animal kingdom (not counting reptiles).  Some



have suggested that these four "faces" describe the various facets of the life of Jesus as He came
obviously as a man.  He was of the royal line of David, symbolized by the lion.  He showed that
He had the heart of servant, sym bolized by the ox and He was spiritual as represented by the
eagle. 

EZEKIEL 1:15-20 There has been much speculation about the wheels.  Some have suggested that
they were flying saucers.  They have even gone so far as to speculate that the accounts in the old
testament regarding visitations of angels to people and such were creatures from outer space in
flying saucers.  Even the account of Elijah being taken up in a chariot is speculated as being a
UFO incident.  Others have described the wheel within a wheel as the equivalent of the
gyroscope.  If we get caught up in such speculation, then we may miss the spiritual significance of
the vision.  The whole unit of the four creatures and the wheels could move very rapidly in four
directions.  This indicates that God is not limited to one geographic area as the Jews thought. 
The fact that this unit did not turn as it moved says to me that God will not be turned aside in His
purpose and will.  This message would be an im portant one for the Jews.  God had called them to
a significant task of being His people that would bring blessing to all mankind and He was not
going to turn away from that. In fact, the captivity was chastise ment, correction and discipline for
the people of God so that His pu poses could be carried out. 

The eyes round about the rims of the wheels could be indicative of the fact that nothing is hidden
from the sight of God.  The large height of the wheels probably indicates that God is powerful and
larger than life.  Over and above all this was another part of the vision. 

EZEKIEL 1:26-28 How can we describe God?  Words can not do justice to the appearance of the
Infinite.  He is more beautiful, more powerful, more radiant than anything that we can imagine. 

The important thing was that God was there with His people, that He was still on His throne and
His throne was still high and lifted up.  God's glory was still bright and His radiance still emanated
from His presence.  The people of Israel could gain comfort in the knowledge that God was still
in control of the world--not only Judah, but the entire world. 

We can take comfort in our knowledge that He will not abandon us because we know that He
never changes and that He is mighty and powerful to do His will.  We can know that He sees the
injustices and the heartaches and that He is faithful today even as He was then.  We need to learn
that God's timing is not according to our appointment book and our clock but according to his. 
After all it was five years after Ezekiel was carried away to Babylon before the vision of God
came to him. Ezekiel's vision must have been a source of encouragement to those in exile and the
message of his vision can be an encouragement to us.


