
WHEN YOUR WORLD CRUMBLES 
Ezekiel 1:1-3; 1:26-2:5; 6:7-10 

 
 When everything is going our way and all of life is bright and happy, then it is easy to 
believe that God is on His throne and that He really loves us.  When our health is good and our 
bank account is full, then we are convinced that God is fair because this condition is what we 
deserve.  What happens when our stocks lose money, our backs are hurting, it rains so little that 
even the weeds are dying, and nothing is going our way?  What happens to our faith and our 
consideration of fairness?  All this is mild compared to what Judah experienced in the sixth 
century B.C.  Can we imagine our nation being invaded and conquered and tens of thousands of 
our people carried off to some distance land?  You recall the frustration we had when Iran held 
444 of our citizens as hostages.  Our national pride suffered and we felt humiliated.   
 This is nothing compared to what the Jews felt.  Their faith was left in shambles.  They 
thought that God had abandoned them. In fact, those who were carried off to Babylon thought 
they had left God behind in Israel.  God was thought to be far away.  They thought He was just 
the God of Israel and did not realize that He is God of the Universe.  They thought that His 
sovereignty did not extend to Babylon.  One of the Psalms written during that time asks the 
question, “How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?” They badly needed a word of 
encouragement and assurance that they were not abandoned spiritually.  
 It was in during the reign of Jehoiakim [605 B.C.] that we see the first carrying away of 
Jewish captives to Babylon and among them was Daniel.  The second was under Jehoiachin, 
when Ezekiel was carried away [597 B.C.].  The third and final one was at the taking of 
Jerusalem under Zedekiah [586 B.C.].  Some have argued that it was the fall of Jerusalem and 
the destruction of the Temple that marked the beginning of the “seventy years” of Babylonian 
captivity which ended in 516 B.C. when the Jews rebuilt their Temple.  It can also be noted that 
the first group of Jews to return with Zurubbabel was in 535 which was seventy years after the 
first taking of captive in 605.      
 Before the fall of Jerusalem, God called one of the captives to be His messenger to the 
others in captivity.  Ezekiel was among those carried into captivity in 597 B.C. He was a young 
man at the time, about 25 years old.  Five years later [593 B.C.] God called him to be His priest 
and prophet.  
 
Dealing with Life Interrupted – 1:1-3 
1 Now it came about in the thirtieth year, on the fifth day of the fourth month, while I was by the river Chebar 
among the exiles, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 2 (On the fifth of the month in the fifth year of 
King Jehoiachin’s exile, 3 the word of the LORD came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, son of Buzi, in the land of the 
Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and there the hand of the LORD came upon him.)  Ezekiel 1:1–3 (NASB95) 
 The “thirtieth year” is likely a reference to the age of Ezekiel since priests did not begin 
their official duty until that age.  Ezekiel along with Isaiah and Jeremiah were Levites (the family 
group designated to carry our priestly duties) as well as having a prophetic ministry.  All three of 
these began their prophetic ministry with unmistakable calls from God Who made Himself 
known to them in word and vision.   
 In the case of Ezekiel, the call had four evidences associated with it.  The first was that 
the heavens were opened so that Ezekiel saw visions of God.  There are other specific mentions 
in the Scriptures of “the heavens being opened.”  At the Baptism of Jesus, when Stephen was 
stoned, the vision Peter had of the sheet being lower from heaven, and John’s vision of Jesus 
coming on a white horse.  Other situations that were not specifically named as “the heavens 



being opened” are the times when Elisha saw Elijah being taken up into heaven, when the 
servant of Elisha was allowed to see the angel army, the vision Isaiah had in the Temple and 
perhaps the majority of John’s Revelation beginning in verse 4:1 in which a door was open in 
heaven.   
 In the occasions mentioned, it would seem that the person was given the ability to see 
what was happening in the spiritual realm either in real terms or in symbolic terms.   
 The second evidence was that he saw “visions of God.”  This does not say that he saw 
God but  visions or representations of God.  These included such things as a whirlwind, clouds 
and fire, four living beings, a person who had an appearance of a human, auras of various colors, 
and wheels with lights.   
 The third evidence provided to Ezekiel may have happened at a later time since the time 
of the vision was stated in a difference context.  In this evidence, the “word of the Lord” came to 
him.  The most simple and obvious meaning of this is that the source of Ezekiel’s messages and 
the authority behind the messages were from Jehovah.  In the context of the vision (which was 
recorded in verses 2:8 through 3:11), Ezekiel was told to open his mouth and devour a scroll 
upon which God’s words were written.  Of course, this is symbolic, but could have been pointing 
him to make use of the recorded Scriptures that were available to him.  If we are interested in 
hearing a word from the Lord, then we would do well to start by “consuming” that which is 
already available to us in the Bible.   
 These three evidences were given to Ezekiel to provide external assurance of the reality 
and accuracy of the messages that he was commissioned to pass on to the people.  The fourth 
evidence (“the hand of the Lord came upon him”) was for the purpose of giving him the ability 
to receive and properly handle the revelations given to him.   
 
Seeing God’s Awesome Glory – 1:26-28 
26 Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was something resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in 
appearance; and on that which resembled a throne, high up, was a figure with the appearance of a man. 27 Then I 
noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something like glowing metal that looked like fire all around 
within it, and from the appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and there was a radiance 
around Him. 28 As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the 
surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on 
my face and heard a voice speaking.  Ezekiel 1:26–28 (NASB95) 
 This paragraph concludes the section that describes the vision of God that Ezekiel was 
given.  Whatever he saw was so awesome that it defied description in that he did not state “there 
was a throne” but instead wrote “there was something resembling a throne.”  We can see words 
such as “in appearance” and “something like” and “resembling.”  How can we describe God or 
Heaven?  Words cannot do justice to that which is Infinite.  He is more beautiful, more powerful, 
more radiant than anything that we can imagine.  It was so awesome that Ezekiel did the same 
thing John did in what he recorded in the first chapter of the Revelation: he fell on his face.  
When we are truly in the presence of God, we will be awestruck and overwhelmed which is 
significantly different from the flippant attitude and approach of many in the church today who 
have little or no reverence for God.   
 
Empowered for “Mission Improbable” – 2:1-5 
1 Then He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet that I may speak with you!” 2 As He spoke to me the Spirit 
entered me and set me on my feet; and I heard Him speaking to me. 3 Then He said to me, “Son of man, I am 
sending you to the sons of Israel, to a rebellious people who have rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have 
transgressed against Me to this very day. 4 “I am sending you to them who are stubborn and obstinate children, and 



you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ 5 “As for them, whether they listen or not—for they are a 
rebellious house—they will know that a prophet has been among them.  Ezekiel 2:1–5 (NASB95) 
 The starting point for our interaction with God is that we approach Him with humility or 
as we find Ezekiel, “on our face.”  We are told repeatedly in the Scriptures, “God resists the 
proud but lifts up the humble.”  This is what we find with Ezekiel.  God invited or commanded 
him to stand on his feet (lifted him up) or to take a position of being at “military attention” 
signifying that he was ready for action.   
 God needs our attention (we need to be up and ready) when He instructs us as to what His 
mission is for our lives.  For each one of us who have been born again of the Spirit of God, He 
has a job for us to do and He reveals or speaks that mission to us through His word which is 
interpreted for us by the Holy Spirit that is in us.  We see this same situation in Ezekiel’s case in 
which as God spoke the Holy Spirit entered him and he could then “hear” what God was 
speaking to him.   
 It takes more than just physically hearing sounds of someone speaking to really get the 
message or to hear in the sense of understanding and heeding what is said.  This is what is 
implied in the statement Christ made regarding having “ears to hear but not hearing” which is a 
result of not having needed spiritual discernment.   
 The mission that God had for Ezekiel was to take whatever message God revealed to him 
to the Israelites (assumed to be those who were already in captivity and to those still in 
Jerusalem).  There are several things in this commission that are noteworthy.  The first was the 
use of the designation of Ezekiel as “son of man” which was recognition that Ezekiel was not 
some special super human but that he was just an ordinary person whom the Lord would use to 
do the work that He wanted to accomplish.  We tend to have the idea that the prophets and others 
whom God used were somewhat extraordinary and that since we don’t see ourselves as being 
that way, then we miss opportunities to be used by God. 
 The second noteworthy bit of information was that those “sons of Israel” were still 
obstinate and rebellious.  The first six or seven years of his ministry had messages regarding the 
destruction of Jerusalem which did fall in 586 B.C.  The Israelites had recently experienced 
humiliation and defeat on two occasions and there was pending final destruction but those things 
had not gotten their attention as to why God was angry with them and there was no sign of 
repentance.  There was no willingness to be obedient to all that God had commanded them to be 
and do as defined in the covenant and the law that had been given to them when they had 
become a nation after having been set free from slavery.   
 In our own world of today, we find disasters and failures piled upon problems and woes 
and people are still as content to ignore God and do their own thing.  In fact, it seems that the 
worse things become, the more rebellious are the actions of those who have turned their back on 
God and the principles upon which our nation was founded.  This produces a cycle of behavior 
that will lead to destruction since the increased rebellion will lead to more problems.   
 The third important thing for Ezekiel to take note of was that what God called him to do 
would produce little or no response from the people to whom the message was delivered.  That 
would have to be frustrating and challenging.  How many of us would continue for years to tell 
people how they could help themselves and avoid problems and what we say would be ignored 
as if they did not even hear what was being said.  We have an expression for that which goes 
something like this:  “Talking to them is like speaking to a brick wall.”  This is evidence of 
people being stubborn and obstinate.   
 So why would God want Ezekiel to pass on the messages to the people when they 
apparently were not interested in hearing it and there would be no apparent response?  The 



reason is found in verse 2:5.  “They would know that a prophet had been among them.”  The 
major benefit of knowing this would be in what we call “twenty-twenty hindsight.”  After all that 
had been predicted had come to pass, then the people who were left would finally “get it.”  They 
or their children would start “connecting the dots” and they would see the picture of how 
important it is to be obedient to God and follow His word.   
 
Making Sense of Disaster – 6:7-10 
7 “The slain will fall among you, and you will know that I am the LORD. 8 “However, I will leave a remnant, for you 
will have those who escaped the sword among the nations when you are scattered among the countries. 9 “Then 
those of you who escape will remember Me among the nations to which they will be carried captive, how I have 
been hurt by their adulterous hearts which turned away from Me, and by their eyes which played the harlot after 
their idols; and they will loathe themselves in their own sight for the evils which they have committed, for all their 
abominations. 10 “Then they will know that I am the LORD; I have not said in vain that I would inflict this disaster on 
them.” ’  Ezekiel 6:7–10 (NASB95) 
 It was this remnant that would have their eyes opened and who would see why all the 
devastation had happened.  The basic failure was essentially a failure to follow the first of the 
Ten Commandments that God had given through Moses.  You shall have no other gods before 
Me.  If the relationship between God and Israel could be likened to that between a husband and 
wife, then the typical behavior of Israel could be accurately described as being adulterous.   
 Those who “escaped the sword” and survived would realize that all that God had said 
was true and they would also realize how much the unfaithfulness of their ancestors had hurt 
God Who had continued to show love toward them as a nation.   
 Finally, they came to despise that idolatrous behavior and to take God’s word seriously.  
This resulted in those who were eventually restored to their homeland (following the captivity in 
Babylon) to never again engage in idol worship and resulted in a strictly legalistic approach to 
life in which they attempted to save themselves through being meticulous in following the letter 
of the law.  We could argue that such an approach was better than idol worship but it was not a 
place to take up residence but simply a path that should have led them to discovering and 
operating in the “spirit of the law.”  After around five hundred years of living in legalism, God 
sent His Son to show them the way.   


