
BUILDING UP THE WALL AND STANDING IN THE GAP

EZEKIEL 22:1-12  The sins of Jerusalem bear a remarkable resemblance to the sins of our
nation.  How did they get to the sorry state of affairs that existed in their day?  Verse 30 says, “I looked for
a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before Me in the Gap on behalf of the land so
that I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.”

God’s call is to “build up the wall” AND “stand before Him in the gap.”  The wall is for control of
what is allowed to enter the city (nation, family, our own personal lives).  The wall is made up of precepts,
principles, laws, customs, our moral conscience, rules and regulations.  Our task is first to BUILD UP
THE WALL.  We can develop and articulate precepts and principles, we can immerse ourselves in the
word of God to gain wisdom, we can become involved in legislation, and we can set a good example in our
area of influence.  

A wall has to have gates (or gaps) so that the city can function and interact with the world around
it.  Someone needs to STAND IN THE GATE (GAP) to control the flows of what comes into our city. 
The goal or objective is to only let in that which benefits “the land.”  How do we know if a specific thing
will benefit or not?  That question is WHY those who stand in the gap must “stand before God” as they
stand in the gap.  In this way, they will know the mind of Christ and judge as He would judge.

Ezekiel 22: 23-29 The condition in Jerusalem had deteriorated because those in positions of
authority and responsibility had failed to take an uncompromising position regarding good and evil.  Those
who were negligent are mentioned.

Nobility (princes) had formed a conspiracy.  In our day the so-called “intellectual community” has
embraced humanism and they are following an agenda to eliminate any influence of God in our society.

The priest who are to be our worship leaders ignored God’s way.  In our day, these leaders have
mingled New Age philosophies and practices into our worship services.  They have not distinguished
between the holy and the unholy.  A prime example is in our holiday observances.  The Easter egg and
Easter bunny get equal billing with the Resurrection, the evergreen tree with pretty lights, the hanging of
greenery and Santa Clause overshadow the Birth of the Savior, and the goblins of all hallow’s eve are more
important than learning form the saints of old.  Many pastors have long ceased to voice concern regarding
“business as usual” on Sunday. 

Elected officials of our day are motivated by personal gain and fame.  They make decisions that get
themselves reelected rather than doing what would be “on behalf of the land (nation).”  In like manner,
leaders in the business world oppress people to make themselves richer, to promote their own careers, etc.  

Prophets (those who represent God to the people) twist the facts of what others are doing and put a
“good spin” on the misdeeds of the nobility, priests, and officials.  As a result there is no voice among them
to bring conviction.  Some deliberately misinterpret the word of God so that it would appear that God
endorses the abuse of people, that mixing the unholy with the holy is OK, that government waste is OK,
that obscene profits and salaries by business leaders are OK.  Those who would open the word of God and
teach people from that word must do so in such a way that they do not misinterpret what God intended.

The people of the land are also guilty.  The strong oppress the weak, the rich take advantage of the
poor.  How many people take advantage of immigrants by employing them at low wages?  How many
would buy material at flea markets at bargain prices even when they know the material was likely stolen? 
How many people buy pornographic literature and videos that support a business that oppresses women
and children?

From the top to the base of our society, all stand guilty in the eyes of the Lord.  All have forgotten
Him and have gone their own way, controlled by their greed and ego.


