
HOPE OF NEW LIFE 
Ezekiel 37:1-6, 11-14, 23-28 

 
 How bad does it have to get before we simply give up and abandon whatever we are 
working on?  We’ve seen pictures of houses that were built in areas with sink holes and when the 
ground gives way, the house collapses into the hole.  What can people do?  They salvage what 
they can and start over.  Over the past decade, we have seen devastating storms (either hurricanes 
or tornadoes) literally level entire communities and there is nothing left.  The people who were 
involved in having their homes and businesses destroyed will respond in one of two ways: they 
can give up  or  rebuild.  Most of the people will go back and rebuild even though they know that 
there are no guarantees that such destruction won’t happen again.  
 Sometimes things happen that are so devastating that people literally give up with no 
hope.  We see this lack of hope so many times with people who have serious health problems or 
have been involved in serious injuries.  We also see it when people get into trouble with drugs or 
become immersed in a life of crime.  You've heard people say that so-and-so is hopeless, that it 
is too late, that nothing can be done.  As we look at the world around us with all the tragedies 
that are happening and the disintegration of moral values, we might think that things are hopeless 
for the world.   
 I guess that most outside observers of the situation with the Jews when they were carried 
away into captivity and their nation had been devastated by war would have thought that they 
were through as a nation that it was the end.  Even the Jews themselves thought that it was over 
with.  They could see no way out of their present situation and had written the nation off as a 
thing of the past.  
 But God had a plan and He had the power to accomplish what would otherwise be 
impossible from a human standpoint.  He used a powerful vision that was given to Ezekiel to 
communicate the possibility of new life coming to the Jews so that they would be ready with 
renewed hope when the actual events would come to pass.  The setting of the vision was in a 
valley that was strewn with human bones that had been lying out in the sun for a long time.  
 
Possibility of New Life – 37:1-6 
1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and He brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the 
middle of the valley; and it was full of bones. 2 He caused me to pass among them round about, and behold, there 
were very many on the surface of the valley; and lo, they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, You know.” 4 Again He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones and 
say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.’ 5 “Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones, ‘Behold, I will 
cause breath to enter you that you may come to life. 6 ‘I will put sinews on you, make flesh grow back on you, cover 
you with skin and put breath in you that you may come alive; and you will know that I am the LORD.’ ”  Ezekiel 
37:1–6 (NASB95) 
 What could be more hopeless than finding life in a bunch of disjointed bones?  When 
Jesus raised the widow's son from death, there was little hope, but, at least, the body was still 
intact.  In this case, death was so complete that no one could hope for new life.  This “bunch of 
bones” situation was more hopeless than the situation that Israel and Judah were in and is the 
reason that God chose such a vision to be given.  God asked the question, “Can these bones 
live?”  Ezekiel did not know and certainly could not imagine how it could be done; however, he 
had faith in the omniscience of God.  God does know and it would be prudent for us to inquire of 
Him what we should do and should not do regardless of the situation in which we find ourselves.  
 God told Ezekiel to do a strange thing – to speak to the bones.  The message was to “hear 
the word of the Lord.”  This is still the message that God has for people today.  The starting point 



for salvation is for people to hear the word of the Lord – to hear the gospel message.  Paul tells 
us in the New Testament that “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of the Lord.”  
This is why it is so important that the word be proclaimed to all the world.  Not only should the 
preachers be proclaiming it from the pulpits but each one of us should be proclaiming it by the 
way we live and what we say to our neighbors and friends. The message is the same today as it 
was then:  it is a message of new life.  It is a message that no matter how dead a person is in sin,  
God has the power to restore and give life.  It is a message to us that says that we should not give 
up on a person regardless of how bad he is or how low he has sunk.  
 The ultimate outcome in the vision God had given Ezekiel would be live bodies that 
would result from the breath that would come from God and enter into the combination of bones, 
sinews, flesh (or muscle), and skin.  The starting point was with the bones or the foundational 
building blocks.  These bones represented the remains of the house of Israel.  All that was left 
was the basic foundational principles (bones) of what God wanted to achieve when He called 
Abraham to be the father of a great family.  Throughout the past centuries God had worked with 
them to build them into a nation using the people themselves to build upon the various parts of 
the foundation and connect them together (sinews) with capable leaders (muscles) through whom 
God could work.  This was wrapped in customs, rites, and rituals that provided an outward 
appearance to the world (skin).  They were able to function and operate or have life as a nation 
because God was dwelling in their midst (breath).   
 Because of the neglect and abuse and failure to follow God’s ways, they were at the point 
that the only thing that remained was the foundation.  God was going to reassemble the body and 
then breath new life into it.  It could be argued that the (approximately) six hundred-year period 
from the time of the captivity to the birth of Christ was the reassembling of the bones and the 
growing of the sinews, muscles, and skin so that a select group would be ready to receive the 
breath of God (the Holy Spirit) that gave life to the “New Israel of God” which is the Church.  
 Some see this as a picture of what happened as the exiles returned to their home land and 
rebuilt the Temple and the walls of Jerusalem.  However, there was not a strong “spiritual” 
context during this time.  There was a major emphasis on form and ritual during this period.  
Others see this as a picture of what will happen to Israel in the end times or to the church that has 
become scattered and dysfunctional prior to the return of Christ.  Both these latter two options 
culminate in the millennial kingdom that is to come.     
 
Process of New Life – 37:11-14 
11 Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up and our hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’ 12 “Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says 
the Lord GOD, “Behold, I will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. 13 “Then you will know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves and 
caused you to come up out of your graves, My people. 14 “I will put My Spirit within you and you will come to life, 
and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, the LORD, have spoken and done it,” declares the 
LORD.’ ”  Ezekiel 37:11–14 (NASB95)   
 God did not want to leave the interpretation of such a vision to any chance.  The bones 
represented all of Israel – not just Judah that was in captivity in Babylon, but was to also include 
the Northern Kingdom that had been dispersed more than a century before by the Assyrians.  
Since both Judah and the Northern tribes were included in this prophecy and since there is no 
historic evidence that a significant portion of those who were NOT of Judah came back to the 
land of Israel, then we would conclude that what happened immediately following the seventy 
years of exile was not the total fulfillment of this prophecy.  Maybe the correct interpretation is 
that the fulfillment began at that time and it is still underway and is meant to also include 



“spiritual Israel.”  The ultimate fulfillment would then be realized when Christ returns and has 
established His Millennial Kingdom.   
 For those Jews who experienced the exile, they certainly considered themselves to be 
“dead and buried” and their return to their homeland of Israel was like they had risen from their 
graves.  There is some question as to whether the first part of verse 14 (“I will put My Spirit 
within you”) occurred at that time.  Some commentators have seen the statement of bodies rising 
from the grave as related to what was reported at the time when Christ died.  Of course, the 
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost would be related to God’s Spirit entering into those who 
trusted in the work of the Cross.  Still others see the fulfillment as coming about when Christ 
returns and those believers who have died will be raised and gathered with those believers who 
are still alive who will be raptured at that time.   
 For the Jews of that day, they had concluded that their hope was all gone; however, God 
was not through with them.  Even though they felt as if they were buried in Babylon, God would 
cause them to be resurrected and returned to their land of Israel.  Notice how the promise of the 
physical restoration parallels the spiritual promise of life after death.  It also is indicative of the 
new life that we can know right now through the new birth and a relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 The Bible assures us that no one is hopeless.  Even the worst of people can be delivered 
from their situation by God's power.  Even though sin buries people and confines them in 
hopelessness we see that their situation is not as bleak as a valley full of dry bones. 
 
Portrait of New Life – 37:23-28 
23 “They will no longer defile themselves with their idols, or with their detestable things, or with any of their 
transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse 
them. And they will be My people, and I will be their God. 24 “My servant David will be king over them, and they 
will all have one shepherd; and they will walk in My ordinances and keep My statutes and observe them. 25 “They 
will live on the land that I gave to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and 
their sons and their sons’ sons, forever; and David My servant will be their prince forever. 26 “I will make a covenant 
of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant with them. And I will place them and multiply them, and will 
set My sanctuary in their midst forever. 27 “My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God, and 
they will be My people. 28 “And the nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary 
is in their midst forever.” ’ ”  Ezekiel 37:23–28 (NASB95) 
 We find partial fulfillment of this prophesy of what the new life would be like in that the 
Jews who returned to the land of Israel did not ever go back to practices of idolatry.  However, 
there did remain transgressions among the leaders and the people.  This condition was evident in 
the opposition to what God was doing in sending the Messiah and culminated in the crucifixion.  
The outcome of this was the establishment of the church and fulfillment of the promises 
throughout the Old Testament of “Israel” becoming God’s people and Jehovah being their God.  
We know that the cleansing that God would provide for them would be brought about through 
the shed blood of the Lamb of God.   
 To the people of Israel, David was the ideal king. This new leader that God was 
promising to the people would embody all the idealized perfections that people had built up 
around David.  We see in this the promise of the establishment of a Messianic kingdom that is 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  We look forward to a time in which Christ will return and establish His 
rule over all the earth.  In the meantime, we in the church must be about the business of making 
Godly righteousness a reality in our world.  Historically, so much of all that is good and 
benevolent that is done for those who can’t help themselves has been inspired by concerned 
people in the church.  The reforms in the way children are treated in the work place, the way 
people are treated in mental hospitals, in jails, and in society in general have been led by 



Christians.  
 With the decline of the influence of the church in today’s world, we see governmental 
secularism attempting to “help” people and generally make a mess of whatever they touch.  This 
has become the “idolatry” of our day and should provide a stark contrast of the way of the world 
compared to God’s ideal that we see in the new Kingdom.  
 The covenant of peace that we see mentioned in this prophecy could be what Jesus 
initiated at the Last Supper.  In Luke 22:20 He said “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
which is poured out for you.” This was not a treaty between the Jews and the rest of the world, 
but a treaty between them and God.  This is the starting point of blessing – peace with God.  
Their rebellion against God’s way had brought them to the low point of having lost their land 
and the sanctuary of God that was there.  With the New Covenant, they would be inhabiting and 
dwelling in the Land of Promises rather than the Promised Land and the sanctuary of God would 
be in their hearts rather than in a building.   
 Throughout the writings of Ezekiel the theme of the people knowing that “I the Lord am 
your God” keeps coming up.  The reason that the people were in captivity was their failure to 
abandon idols and false gods.  As they depended on other gods and what they stood for, they 
drifted into behavior that tore down their society and brought oppression of one person upon 
another.  In their condition, they were subject to domination by outside forces.  If the people had 
focused on God and recognized Him as such, then they would have avoided the humiliation and 
misery of defeat and exile.  There is a lesson for us, in the church.  We have a tendency to look 
for solution to our problems in the way the world operates or by relying on our own strength.  
We tend to forget God and what He requires.  I believe that because of such neglect the church 
has been weakened and has lost much of its power and influence in the present society.  The 
church is under attack on every side and unless we turn back to God and start relying on and 
being obedient to His word, then we will go the way of historical, physical Israel.  
  
 
 
       


