
SEPTEMBER 24, 1989 GOD GIVES NEW LIFE 

Hurricane Hugo has come and gone. This storm wrecked many areas.  It ripped apart or washed
away buildings and left behind rubble.  The people that were involved in having their homes and
businesses destroyed will respond in one of two ways: they can  give up  or  rebuild .  Most of the
people will go back and re build even though they know that there are no guarantees that such
destruction won't happen again. Sometimes things happen that are so devastating that people
literally give up with no hope.  We see this lack of hope so many times with people that have
serious health problems or have been involved in serious injuries.  We also see it when people get
into trouble with drugs or become immersed in a life of crime.  You've heard people say that
so-and-so is hopeless, that it is too late, that nothing can be done.  I guess that most outside
observers of the situation with the Jews when they were carried away into captivity and their
nation had been devastated by war would have thought that they were through as a nation, that it
was the end.  Even the Jews themselves thought that it was over with.  They could see no way out
of their present situation and had written the nation off as a thing of the past. 

But God had a plan and He had the power to accomplish what would otherwise be impossible
from a human standpoint.  He used a powerful vision that was given to Ezekiel to communicate
the possibility of new life coming to the Jews so that they would be ready with renewed hope
when the actual events would come to pass.  The setting of the vision was in a valley that was
strewn with human bones that had been lying out in the sun for a long time. 

EZEKIEL 37:3-6 What could be more hopeless that finding life in a bunch of disjoint ed bones. 
When Jesus raised the widow's son from death, there was little hope, but, at least, the body was
still intact.  In this case, death was so complete that no one could hope for new life.  This situation
was more hopeless than the situation with Israel and Judah and is the reason that God chose such
a vision to be given.  God asked the question, "Can these bones live?" Ezekiel did not know and
certainly could not imagine how it could be done; however, he had faith in the omniscience of
God.  God does know and it would be prudent for us to inquire of Him what we should do and
should not do.  Many Christians today are involved in jail and prison ministries.  They have looked
at the criminal and have concluded that God can make a difference in the lives of people that have
been written off as being "as good as dead." 

God told Ezekiel to do a strange thing--to speak to the bones.  The message was to "hear the
word of the Lord."  This is still the message that God has for people today.  The starting point for
salvation is for people to hear the word of the Lord- -to hear the gospel message.  Paul tells us in
the New Testament that "faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of the God."  This is
why it is so important that the word be proclaimed to all the world.  Not only should the
preachers be proclaiming it from the pulpits but each one of us should be proclaiming it to our
neighbors and friends. The message is the same today as it was then:  it is a message of new life. 
It is a message that no matter how dead a person is in sin that God has the power to restore and
give life.  It is a message to us that says that we should not give up on a person regardless of how
bad he is or how low he has sunk. 

EZEKIEL 37:7-10  Ezekiel was obedient to what God told him to do.  This is the start ing point



for success in anything that we do.  If we will be obedient, then we can leave the results to God. 
In the area of soul winning, many of us are reluctant to get involved because we are afraid that we
will fail to do it properly and that the effort will fail.  The only way we can fail in this area is to do
nothing.  If we do as God has commanded us to do, then the success or failure is not in our hands. 

The first thing that happened in Ezekiel's vision was that the foundation or structural parts had to
be established first; that is, the bones came together.  A good foundation is important to the life of
the Christian.  As Paul tells us, that foundation is Jesus Christ. The next thing that happened was
that the skeleton became fleshed out.  This is also representative of the growth process that
individual Christians should experience.  A fleshing out of the foundation that come from
knowledge and experience. In Ezekiel's vision the flesh had no life in itself.  The same thing is true
of our knowledge and experiences--there is no life in these.  God told Ezekiel to speak to the
wind to breathe upon the bodies. The Hebrew word for wind and breath is the same as for spirit. 
Just as breath was to be breathed into the bodies to give them lives, we as Christians need the
infilling of the Holy Spirit to give dynamic to our lives. 

EZEKIEL 37:11-14 God did not want to leave the inter pretation of such a vision to any chance. 
The bones represented all of Israel--not just Judah that was in captivity in Babylon, but was to
also include the Northern Kingdom that had been dispersed centuries before by the Assyrians. 
The people had concluded that their hope was all gone but God was not through with them.  Even
though they felt as if they were buried in Babylon, God would cause them to be resurrected and
returned to their land of Israel.  Notice how the promise of the physical restoration parallels the
spiritual promise of life after death.  It also is indicative of the new life that we can know right
now through the new birth and a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

The Bible assures us that no one is hopeless.  Even the worst of people can be delivered from
their situa tion by God's power.  Even though sin buries people and confines them in hopelessness
we see that their situation is not as bleak as a valley full of dry bones.


