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A NEW BEGINNING

Several years ago a family was
building a house in the subdivision near
where we live.  They had gotten pretty far
along with the work, they had it under roof
and were having the plumbing done.  One
Saturday afternoon it burned down,
completely.  Apparently, the plumbers had
been heating some pipes and this caused
some nearby wood to ignite.  You can
imagine the feeling that they had in having to
start all over again to rebuild that house. 
This may have been the kind of feeling that
those Jews that came back from Babylon to
Jerusalem had when they finally got back to
the city and saw how much destruction and
ruin were there.  But they didn't just give up
because they came there to rebuild.  

The phrase "new beginning" has a
ring of hope to it.  It is frequently used in
names of counseling centers, crisis centers,
and rehabilitation centers.  Many people long
for a chance to start over with their life or at
least a part of their life.  We all learn from
past errors and we have enough optimism
that we believe that we could do it better the
next time.  In a sense the exiles being able to
return and rebuild Jerusalem is an event that
simulates the salvation process that we find in
the gospel.  That too is very much "a new
beginning."

EZRA 3:1  The main thing that we
think about the Jews returning to Judah is
that they are going to rebuilt the temple, the
city and the city walls.  They were also
rebuilding their lives that had been disrupted
so much by the exile.  Worship is a very
important part of a person's life.  Some may
disagree and say that they don't believe in the
supernatural and consequently don't worship. 
Nevertheless, they will give their devotion to
something--material possessions, self,
another person, fame.  Worship as the Jews

had know it prior to the exile involved
sacrifice at an altar and they had not been
able to practice that while they were in Ba-
bylon.  They had met in neighborhood groups
on the Sabbath for study and fellowship and
this was probably the origin of the
synagogues.  

When they first got to Judah the
people naturally went to visit their ancestral
homes in the various cities.  At the beginning
of the seventh month (thought to be about 3
months after they arrived) they all came
together in Jerusalem.
 EZRA 3:6-8  The timing of their
coming to Jerusalem was likely in preparation
for the Day of Atonement and the Feast of
Tabernacles.  It was traditional that people
came to Jerusalem for this occasion.  Both
these required the presence of an altar on
which animals were sacrificed and their first
task was to build that altar.  This was done
even before the foundation of the temple was
built.  They realize that their relationship to
God as symbolized by the sacrifices was
more important than having a building in
which to worship.  

They placed great importance on the
temple and seeing that it was built.  They
gave their money and possessions to pay
craftsmen and skilled workmen to do the
work.  They used the best materials that they
could find because this was to be the Temple
of God.  

These two events and the order in
which they were carried out reminds me of
what Paul said of the Christians in Macedonia
with regard to giving.  He said that they first
gave of themselves to the Lord (this is like
the sacrifices that the Jews did as a first
priority) and then they gave a freewill
offering to help out with the work of the
church.  I think that this is a key to giving:  if



we give ourselves first to the Lord then all
the other giving will take care of itself.

The task of constructing a building
such as the temple was no trivial matter. 
They didn't have a building supply store to
call up and have the material delivered to the
building site.  It took a lot of organizing and
planning.  The leaders of the people, both
civil and religious, cooperated in the effort of
getting the people organized.  Apparently,
the priest and the Levites were given
leadership roles in the construction of the
temple.  

EZRA 3:10-12  Work such as they
were doing took a long time and progress
was slow.  It was a significant event when the
foundation was completed and they had a
celebration.  The priest and the Levites were
dressed out in their special clothes and they
lead the people in praising God.  They did
not need to have the entire building
completed before they celebrated.  It is good
to celebrate the intermediate
accomplishments in our lives.  Such events
are uplifting and they are occasions to give
thanks to God who gives us the little
victories as well as the big ones.  Their
celebrating was carried out with signing and
shouting and praising God.  [Wonder how
that would go over in our sophisticated,
moderate Baptist church on Church Circle in
Kingsport?]  

The older men that were there could
remember the temple that Solomon had built. 
When they saw the foundation of the new
temple, they wept and shouted for joy.  Our
worship of God should involve all of our be-
ing.  It ought to and must involve our spirit if
it is to be worship.  It should involve our
intellect in that we worship a God that we
accept more than just by "blind faith". 
Worship should touch our emotions and our
emotions should respond in child-like
exuberance and it must come forth from our
wills in that we choose to worship this One

who loves us more than we can ever know. 
We can realize that it is He who has given us
a new beginning in our salvation.  As Paul
wrote in II Cor 5:17, "If any man be in Christ
Jesus, he is a new creation.  Old things are
past away, behold all things have become
new."  We ought to be in a celebrative mood
each and every day because of the fact that
Christ is dwelling in us by the Holy Spirit and
that we know that the Creator of all the
universe loves us and cares for us.


