
RESPONDING TO OPPORTUNITY

When a difficult job comes along do
we see it as a problem that we have to solve or
maybe get rid of; or do we see such jobs as
opportunities to grow personally or perhaps an
opportunity to simply help someone else along
life's road?  The way we view life and life's
situations can and will influence our enjoyment
of life.  We tend to think that we would like to
have the road of life perfectly smooth.  If we
would try to walk on a perfectly smooth
surface, we would find that we wouldn't make
much progress -- our feet would slip and slide
and we would always be falling down.  It
would be especially difficult to walk uphill --
and isn't that where we want the road of life to
take us -- upward?  We need some roughness
to the surface so that we can make progress on
the upward way.  If we find ourselves in a
difficult situation and the road is especially
rough, then we can be assured that the rough
spots are there to serve as footholds or
stepping stones for us to climb the steep path.
A lot of successful people in the world are that
way (successful) because they take advantage
of the difficulties of life rather than using them
as an excuse to do nothing.

Ezra was that sort of person.  You
recall that the Jews had been allowed to return
to their homeland to rebuild the temple and to
reinstitute worship of God in Jerusalem.  Some
time had past and the temple had been rebuild
but the people of Judah were not operating
according to Jewish law.  Ezra was a priest
and a scribe and an expert on Jewish law and
the situation in Jerusalem must have grieved
him.  He could have wrung his hands and said
"Ain't it awful" but he saw the problem as an
opportunity for himself to become involved in
something that he thought was worthwhile.
Ezra realized that the thing that had made
Israel great (when it was great) was its
following of the law of God in both their
worship and in their daily lives.  Instead of

doing nothing, Ezra took action.  He went
right to the top, to the king of the Persian
empire who was, at that time, Artaxerxes.  He
convinced the king that it was best to establish
Jewish law in the province of Judah and the
king granted him all his requests.  The fact that
the king gave Ezra all that for which he asked
was not just a result of his persuasiveness, but
was a result of the fact that Ezra was acting as
an ambassador for God.  

In the seventh year of the reign of
Artaxerxes, Ezra lead a group of Jews to
Jerusalem.  They were lay people, priests,
Levites, singers, porters, and some of the
non-Jews that had been carried away into
captivity when the Jews were.  We get a lot of
insight into the kind of person Ezra was in the
10th verse of the 7th chapter:  "For Ezra had
devoted himself to the study and observance of
the Law of the Lord, and to teaching it decrees
and laws in Israel."  

EZRA 7:11-13  I mentioned earlier
that Ezra was acting as an agent of God in his
return to Jerusalem to re-institute the Law of
the Lord.  Not everyone in the Persian empire
recognized Ezra's God; however, they did
recognize the king of Persia and this letter was
a license for Ezra to do what was necessary to
return to Jerusalem and complete his mission.
The initial part of the letter gave permission
for any of the Jews that were left behind in
Babylon to return to Judah with Ezra.  

EZRA 7:14-16  We get a glimpse of
the way the king operated.  He was not a
loner, but he used adviser to help him reach
the correct decisions in his reign.  This decree
carried the full weight of the government and
was not something that was done on a whim of
the king, but had been discussed with the
counselors.  They knew that Ezra was carrying
with him a set of laws that were different from
the Persian laws and they recognized that these
laws would not be a threat to their ability to



govern the vast empire that they controlled.
Not only did Ezra go with their endorsement,
he went with their financial backing.  They
provided silver and gold that they offered to
the God of Israel.  Not only that, but they
encouraged him to take all the silver and gold
that people would freely give him.  

EZRA 11:25-26  Finally, the king gave
Ezra authority to set up a government in Judah
based on the Law of the Lord.  The people
that were to govern were to be knowledgeable
regarding God's law and those that were not
knowledgeable were to be instructed in the
Law.  It was the intent of the king for the Jews
to conduct themselves according to the rules
of their heritage and authority to past
judgement on those that did not submit to the
Law.  The king saw in Ezra a special person
that had unusual wisdom and he entrusted
great responsibility to him.  

Ezra grew as a result of the
responsibilities that he had and he
accomplished what he set out to do.  He had
seen an opportunity to help the chosen people
of God get back on the right pathway and he
responded to the opportunity.  Because he was
doing the right thing -- doing God's will, he
saw barriers removed and abundant means
provided to get the job done.  Ezra was in a
position to take advantage of this opportunity
because he had prepared himself for life by
learning and knowing the word of God.  He
apparently lived by the teaching of the Word
and the wisdom and special nature of his life
was open for all to see.  The king recognized
that Ezra was a person of special ability that
Ezra had a vision that was worthwhile and he
put the authority of his government behind the
effort.  

We see just the opposite happening in
today's world.  The civil governments are not
empowering the spread of Christianity but are
trying to hinder it in many ways.  It may be
that we in the church do not show the same
kind of wisdom and vision and action that Ezra

did.  We may be living lives that are so much
out of focus with what the Word of God says
that we have led the world to think that the
Word has no power.  We might do well to
learn from Ezra and be prepared to respond to
opportunities as they come our way.  Just as
Ezra was an ambassador of the King of
Heaven, even so are we today.  We must be
about the business of the true King of kings
and Lord of lords.  We are ambassadors for
Christ and we are here to implement His will
on earth even as it is done in Heaven and we
must do that by responding to the
opportunities that God allows to come our
way.  I have a quote that I have carried with
me for about 20 years and it goes something
like this:  "Many people fail to recognize
opportunity when it knocks, because its
favorite disguise is hard work."  There is a lot
of hard work to be done for the Kingdom of
God and we must be about doing it.  God has
called us to be a responsive people; therefore,
respond to YOUR opportunities.


