
CALLED TO BE FAITHFUL

Have you ever been on vacation and you
stopped for lunch or for gasoline and when you get
back on the road you headed off in the wrong
direction?  Hopefully, you won't go too far before
you discover your mistake.  I have heard of people
who took a wrong turn in Knoxville and instead of
going to Kingsport they got half way to Lexington,
Kentucky before they realized their error.  That
sort of thing can be rather embarrassing, especially
if someone else found out about it.  There are
funny stories about football players who wind up
running in the wrong direction or basketball
players who put the ball in the opponents basket.
There is not a lot of harm in such seemingly silly
situations.  However, can you imagine discovering
that your entire life, or at least a significant portion
of it, was spent going in the wrong direction?  It
might be like finding out that the job you've had for
the past ten years really belonged to someone else
and you have to give it up or that your house really
belongs to someone else and you are going to be
evicted.  This is getting close to the discovery that
the Jews made when Ezra returned to Jerusalem to
institute the Law of the Lord in that place.  

When the Jews returned from Babylon,
they experienced a freedom that they had not
known.  After all, most of them had spent their
entire lives in exile in Babylon.  When they
returned to their own land they thought that they
could do anything and live anyway they wanted to.
In the absence of the Jews from Judah, many pagan
people had moved into the area and they were there
as the Jews returned to start over in their home
land.  Most of these Jews were probably unaware
of the Law of Moses or they thought that it didn't
apply to them.  One of the things that they did that
was contrary to the Law was intermarriage with
the foreign women that lived in the area.  Because
of this intermarriage, they faced the possibility of
compromising their identity and purity as a people
and this would have likely led to compromise of
their religious traditions.

Ezra and his entourage arrived in
Jerusalem in the fifth month.  Two months later (at
the beginning of the seventh month) he had called
a solemn assembly and we are told in Nehemiah

that all the people gathered near the water gate and
stood while Ezra read the Scriptures to them.  He
read to them all morning and the priest and Levites
were in the crowd to provide interpretation of what
the law said to the people.  The language of
Babylon was Aramaic and the reading of the law
that Ezra gave was likely in Hebrew.  The reading
of the word brought conviction and the people were
deeply troubled by what they heard in the law as
compared to what they saw in their own lives.
They just did not measure up to what they heard.
This was the beginning of a revival among the
people of Judah.  

The people returned to their homes and
shortly afterward Ezra learn some disturbing news.

EZRA 9:1-4  I'm sure that Ezra was elated
with the response of the people to the reading of the
Scriptures that had happen nearly two months
earlier.  Now this news really set him back.  Not
only had the people intermarried, but their religious
leaders (who should have known better) led the
way in this practice.  We could find a modern day
parallel among Christians.  It is rather difficult to
tell the difference in church people and non-church
people.  Christians have adopted the ways of the
world and engaged in its practices.  There is not a
sense of the necessity to keep separated from the
world.  We don't have a sense of being a holy
people that are set apart for the service of the Lord.
You find Christians attending R rated movies,
cheating on their wives, neglecting their families,
failing to rear their children in a Godly manner,
becoming addicted to drugs and alcohol, and we
find that some of those that are in positions of
leadership are chief among the offenders.  

Ezra was appalled by what he heard and he
just sat down dumbfounded until the time of the
evening sacrifice.  At that time he prayed for the
people a prayer of confession.

EZRA 9:10-11  In the earlier part of this
prayer, Ezra noted the goodness of God and now he
turned to the sins of the people.  Ezra saw their
disregard for God's law as a lack of gratitude for
what God had done for them.  The situation is
similar in our nation even today.  We can look at
our large cities and some of the things that are



openly practiced there and realize that people have
filled the land with abominations from one end to
the other.  This is not to discount the many good
and decent folks that are faithful to the Lord and
follow after basic morality.  However, we can see
the trends that are sweeping our nation.  These
things creep in and the temptation is ever before
people.  With this constant bombardment, many of
our youth are desensitized to the sinfulness of the
situation and slowly we drift off into ungodliness
as a nation. 

The basis problem that the Jews had was
the fact that they had forsaken God's
commandments.  Disobedience to God's will and
design for our lives will ultimately end in tragedy.
If the Jews continued on in the way that they were
going, then their future as a nation was lost.  In the
same way, if we as a nation continue in the way
that we are going, then out future is bleak.

As Ezra prayed, the people near him
gathered around and as they listened to his prayer,
they became convinced that they needed to take
action to correct the situation that they were in.
Earlier, revival had started and the people had had
their hearts prepared for what must eventually
must happen if revival was going to do them any
lasting good.  If the revival we experience does not
lead to action that is different in our lives, then it is
not true revival.  

A proclamation went out again to the
people to return to Jerusalem.

EZRA 10:9-13  You probably wonder how
they could get everyone to just drop what they were
doing and go to Jerusalem.  In the writings of Ezra
we learn that the penalty for not obeying the
summons such as this was a forfeiture of all the
land they owned.  Such disregard for the rights of
the individual was typical of the Mid-East.  The
kings and rulers were in absolute control -- they
had all the rights.  

The word had probably gotten out
regarding the purpose of the meeting and the people
were quite concerned.  They were fearful and
because of the previous meeting where revival
touched the lives of most of them, they wanted to
do what was right regardless of their individual
interest.  The anticipation and anxiety along with
the rain caused them to literally tremble as they
waited in the assembly area outside the temple.

Ezra had left Babylon with a mission in
mind and that was to institute the Law of the Lord
in the land of Israel.  He was driven by that and
that vision that he had made him bold in the
carrying out of that mission.  When the people
were there, he addressed them in a direct manner
and without any sugar coating on the message.
The people could not live according to the Laws of
God if they continued to have foreign wives.  This
was a transgression of the the Law -- it was sin.
Sin separates us from God and God's blessings.
The remedy for sin is to recognize it, confess it and
turn away from it.  These steps are exactly the
requirements for us today.  When we come to God
through Jesus Christ were recognize that we have
sin and have sinned, we confess our sins, turn from
them and turn to Jesus recognizing Him as Lord
(absolute Sovereign) in our lives.  

The people were willing to get on with
their lives and do so according to the will of God.
They agreed with Ezra that they needed to separate
themselves from the pagan people that lived in the
area and especially from the foreign wives they had
taken.  They also realize that such a process could
not take place instantaneously.  It was something
that would have to be worked out over an extended
period of time and would be a costly process in
terms of financial responsibility and personal
suffering.  Many times our faith is costly, we have
to put away things in our lives and end
relationships that are not proper.  However, the
rewards and blessings that come from God when
we are obedient to Him more than make up for
what we give up.  If there are things in your life
that you need to give up so that you can be closer
to God and be more in His will, then let me
encourage you to make the right choice.


