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CREATED IN GOD'S IMAGE

Many of us enjoy watching programs that deal with nature and the behavior of animals.  It is fascinating
to see the structure and social order in group of animals.  For example geese have one mate and the loyalty and
affection between the two is admirable.  In group of wolves, there is pack loyalty.  Apes tend to be very organized
with the leadership being with the females.  There are many noble characteristics that we normally think of as
"human" displayed among animals.  Animals can figure out things.  If you were suspend a bunch of bananas out
of the reach of a chimpanzee and make available several box to him, then he would stack those boxes and climb
up to reach the bananas.  Researchers have demonstrated that chimpanzees can be taught sign language and can
they can put words together to make sentences.  So is there anything that is really distinctive between humans
and other animals?  We can think and communicate in more complex ways and we can form more elaborate soci-
eties but that difference is one of extent rather than substance.  So what is different?  No one has ever reported
seeing an animal worship.  

GENESIS 1:26-27  There has been much debate over what is meant by the "image of God."  There
are many descriptors used in relationship to God.  In His discussions with the woman at the well in Sychar of
Samaria, Jesus put it very succinctly when He said, "God is a Spirit."  He also talked about how we relate to Him
when He said, "they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth."  The really distinctive char-
acteristic or likeness of God that man possesses is the fact that man is a spirit.  Because of this, man is capable
of interacting with God, spirit to Spirit.  Because we can communicate with God and know His will, then humans
were given authority over the physical creation including the so-called animal kingdom.  

The fact that humanity is special is seen in the wording used in the creation account.  In every other case,
the wording is something such as, "And God said, 'Let the earth bring forth ..' or 'Let there be light.'"  In the case
of the creation of man, God said, "Let Us make man..."  The implication is that God had a more direct and
personal involvement in the creation of man than for the rest of creation.

The creation of sexuality in humans is acknowledged in that God created two separate genders with their
own identities.  This distinction is made here probably to show a difference in humans and other parts of creation
in the spiritual realm.  Although I don't know if it is specifically addressed, I suspect that angelic beings are
genderless.  Jesus told the Sadducees that in the resurrection that we will neither marry nor be given in marriage
indicating perhaps a genderless situation.  In what follows we see the reason for the created sexuality.

GENESIS 1:28  The nature of the blessing that God gave to man was in the very fact that they would
have offspring.  The birth of a child in a family is a true blessing.  It is tragic that so many children are never born
because of abortions.  Because of man's sinfulness, our present day society has turned what God intended to be
a blessing into a curse.  This is the work of the devil!  It is Satan's purpose to mess up the good that God intended
for mankind.  

There is much written about a population explosion and the great concern about running out of food.
This seems to be a spurious concern when we consider the amount of land that is not cultivated and planted for
food.  Vast parts of this country are virtually uninhabited, millions of acres of farmland are left unplanted each
year in this country alone.  If we were to take modern agricultural methods into the third world countries, the food
production could be increased many fold.  We are told to fill or populate the earth.  

God also instructed us to bring the physical world into control and orderliness; in other words, to manage
it.  This means that we are not to ignore and neglect it, nor are we to abuse it.  Responsible, managed care for the
environment is a God-given responsibility.  

GENESIS 2:18-20  The creation account is presented twice in the early part of Genesis.  This is
thought to be by separate authors and probably reflects the main stories that had been handed down from



generation to generation.  The picture that is presented here is one where Adam was alone and although he was
familiar with all the rest of creation, there was nothing in the created realm found to be a suitable companion for
him.  The way the account is presented shows that God recognized the need and stated His intention to provide
for Adams need.  Adam came to the same conclusion after having looked over all the animal kingdom.

We talk about the benefits of pets for people who live alone.  Some advocate pet therapy for the elderly
in nursing homes. The need for companionship is very real and the lesson to be learned here is that another person
is a better companions than any animal you might find.  

GENESIS 2:21-25  What we have here is a picture of Christ and the Church.  Adam was the first
(natural) man.  Jesus is pictured as the "Second Adam" or the progenitor of a new race.  The deep sleep that
Adam experience could be compared to the death of Jesus.  The taking of the rib (part of his side) can be related
to the incident on the cross when the spear was thrust into the side of Jesus and "the water and the blood came
forth."

In I John 5:6-8 we are told that there are three things that bear witness that God is Who He says He is:
the Spirit, the water and the blood.  We (the Church) are told by Jesus that we are His witness.  The church is to
bear witness of these three things:  the Spirit, the washing of water by the word of God, and the atoning blood of
Jesus Christ.  We can see a picture of the formation or creation of the church and its mission that parallel the
creation Eve out of the side of Adam.  Adam declare that Eve was bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh and
we are declared by the Word of God to be the Body of Christ.  Not only that, but Eve was the "bride" of Adam
and the Church is the Bride of Christ.

The intention of God in creating man and woman was for there to be a formation of family units in which
there would be bonds closer than the parent-child bond.  The singleness of purpose of husband and wife that was
intended in the "two becoming one" is to be carried over in the relationship of Christ and the Church.  Every
church should be lined up with the will of God and operating according to His principles.

The fact that they were naked and not ashamed is a picture of the absence of guilt that should be char-
acteristic of each one of us in our relationship to God since we have been forgiven by God and washed in the
Blood of the Lamb.

All of the Bible from the creation to the coming of the New Jerusalem is written for the purpose of
revealing Jesus Christ to us so that we may know Him and find our place with Him, recognizing Him and obeying
Him as our Lord.


