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GOD'S RESPONSE TO SIN

We interact with each other and the world around us.  We do things and expect or anticipate
responses.  If we turn the ignition key in our car, we expect it to start.  If we put it in gear and press
the accelerator, then we expect it to response by moving.  We get responses from people.  We speak
and they reply.  We learn how things work whether it is with objects or interacting with people.
Sometimes we have to figure out the cause and effect relationship and sometimes we are told what
will happen.  

In our relationship to God, we are told how He responds to our actions and attitudes.  Now
we don't necessarily know the specific response but the general responses can be known.  A lot of
what we call "promises" are simply the response we can expect from God.  For example, there is a
proverb that tells us to trust in the Lord with all our heart and lean not to our own understanding, to
acknowledge Him in all our ways and He will direct our paths.  On the other side, we are told that
God resists the proud.  The specifics are not known, but we can expect God to respond.  When Adam
and Eve disobeyed God the consequences had already been defined:  they would die.  However, the
specifics had not been spelled out.  

So how did God response to sin?  God confronted Adam and Eve with their sin (we call this
conviction) and they had a chance to confess their sin.  They did not acknowledge their sin and repent
but tried to rationalize what they had done and shift the blame to someone else.  The response of God
to such action was judgment.

GENESIS 3:22-24  How many times have you heard someone being accused of trying
to play the role of God.  This issue comes up in the case of using heroic measures to sustain life for
someone who is seriously ill and at the point of death.  We hear it in reference to the death penalty
or in the abortion issue.  In a less obvious way, we try to play the role of God when we decide it is
OK to do something that the word of God says is wrong.  This is the result of "eating the fruit of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil."  In extreme cases, we can see the danger of a person who
tries to take on the role of God:  The Jim Jones fiasco, the guy in Waco, Texas, Hitler.  If a person
were to live forever with such tendencies, then the wrongs would become worse and worse.  So a
response of God to the sinfulness of man was to deny fallen mankind access to the tree of life or
eternal life.  Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden where the tree was located and the way
back into the garden was closed and guarded.  

Ever since that time, people have been trying to recreate ideal conditions.  At one time there
were serious searches for the fountain of youth (eternal physical life).  It was thought that the
pyramids were attempts of the pharaohs to be preserved and restored to life at some later time.  We
have people today talking about being frozen and thawed out at some later time when better miracle
drugs could ensure longer life.  This is just mankind trying to get back into the garden of Eden.  

Mankind left to himself will not become better and better but will go further and further in
depravity.  We see this tendency in drug abusers, the rock music phenomenon, pornography, and
other areas.  It happened that way with early man.

GENESIS 6:5-6  The extent of the depravity of man was that every imagination was evil.
Such thoughts were coming from the "heart" of the person.  The basic nature of most people had
become evil.  A lot of people (even many who are not Christian) strive to be moral.  They (as well
as Christians) will have evil thoughts, but they don't dwell on these and adopt these thought into these
into their life.  In contrast to this, the people described in this passage had gone totally amoral.  God
had created mankind for His pleasure but the situation had come to be a source of grief instead.

GENESIS 6:7-8  One way to look at this drastic action that God took is to see that sinful
man cannot be reformed by rules and regulation nor by positive and negative reinforcement.  In the
same way our sinful nature must be eliminated (the work of the cross) and we must have new life
(born again of the Spirit of God).  Noah and his family would be the start of a new generation of
mankind.  Noah was not like everyone else.  He did not take the attitude that certain things were OK



just because everyone else was doing it.  God recognized the difference and was pleased with Noah.
This verse tells us that Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  Here we have a picture of salvation
and confirmation that it is by grace that we are saved.  

Just as God took the initiative in coming to save us in Jesus Christ, God also took the
initiative in tell Noah to build an Ark to protect them during the flood.  It took a lot of faith on Noah's
part to be obedient to God direction.  For it is by grace that we are saved through faith and Noah faith
was made alive in his obedience and action.

GENESIS 9:8-13  The covenant that God established with the survivors of the flood was
to be a continuing one.  It was to extend to succeeding generations.  Part of the assurance was that
the earth was to never be destroyed by water again.  You can imagine the fear that Noah and his
descendant would have had if it started to rain if God had not given some assurance.  A reminder of
the covenant promise was the rainbow.  We need such reminders of God's promise. 

So how does God respond to sin?  Sin will separate us from God.  God's response to that
separate was to have a way to reconcile the sinful to Himself.  He did this through redeeming work
of Jesus Christ.

Sin causes God to be grieved.  It causes Him anguish.  This reality was most clearly
demonstrated in the death of Jesus on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins.

On the positive side, the absence of sin bring favor from God.  He delights in His children
and blesses us when we are obedient.


