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GOD JUDGES AND SAVES

It has been said that if we do not learn from past history that we will be doomed to repeat it.
One of the reasons that we study the Biblical accounts is so that we may learn the lessons of the
wisdom of doing things Gods way and foolishness of going on without God to do things our own
way. We will learn those lesson either by observing the actions of others or we will learn them the
hard way, by experience. We see that Adam and Eve paid a very high price for doing things their own
way. Not only did it affect them, but it also affected every generation after that. We see that Cain paid
a high price for his rebellious nature. These accounts were significant enough that they were passed
down from generation to generation so that people could learn from them. However, not every one
learned.  In fact, very few people learned.

We read in the early part of Genesis 6 that the sons of God (probably referring to the
descendants of Seth) married the daughters of man (probably referring to the descendants of Cain).
When this happened, there was a corruption of the morals and ethics of the good. We are told that
after the birth of Seth that it was during this time that people begin to call upon the name of the Lord.
When these people failed to keep themselves separated from the corrupt influence of those who did
not know God, then there was a general deterioration. The lesson of not keeping corrupting influence
out of a society has been around a long time.  It was there for Solomon and he, with all his wisdom,
failed to learn it.  He married many foreign wives and came under their heathen influence. He
eventually learned the lesson the hard way. People have been learning this same lesson the hard way
throughout history.  The advice of how to avoid such problems is plainly taught in the Bible: "Come
out from among them and be ye separate.” “Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers.”

How bad was the corruption in the world at that time?
Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  GENESIS 6: 5
This may be a definition of total depravity. Not only did they do evil, but all they thought

about had an evil intent.  Notice that it does not say every thought was evil, but that the intent of the
thought was evil.  We can even fool ourselves in that we can think were are doing something for a
noble purpose and yet have an intent that is purely selfish.  Only the Word of God is able to discern
between the thoughts and intents of the heart. (Heb 4:12)  When we discover a misalignment of the
thoughts and intents of our hearts, we can seriously suspect that the intents are being resourced from
whatever is our dominate nature.  As Christians, we have a dual nature.  The old sin nature is still
around and wants to prevail.  We may be aware enough and disciplined enough to think the
“Christian” thought and yet not be in touch with the subtle underlying intent that is being driven by
the old nature.

So often, we fail to realize the importance of controlling our thought life.  Our actions begin
with thoughts. A thought is like a seed that is planted.  If it is given a favorable environment, then it
will germinate and bring forth fruit – this is true of both good and bad thoughts. Each of us has some
control over what seed we are exposed to. We exercise this control by what we allow ourselves to
read or watch and by the friends and associates we choose. However, You can't control all that you
see and hear. The other line of defense we have is control of the environment of our minds.  We can
either welcome and entertain bad thoughts or we can chase them away.  You are probably thinking
that this is hard to do.  Yes, it is. We need to do it, anyway.  Listen to what James says about the
sequence of events: 

“But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when
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lust has conceived (germinated), it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished (runs its
course), it brings forth death.” (James 1:14, 15)

This is exactly what happened with early mankind.
And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His
heart.  So the LORD said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have
made them."  GENESIS 6:6,7
We read in the Revelation that God created all things for His pleasure.  However, God's

creation was causing Him grief rather than giving Him pleasure.  So often we fail to realize that our
sin hurts God and is an affront to him.  How much does it hurt Him  –  weve only to look at the
cross to see the extent and depth of the pain.

We find here a willingness on Gods part to undo what had happened and to start over.
Certain elements of the creation needed to be taken away so that the right things could take their
place.  We may find that such drastic action is needed in our lives.  If we are not careful we can build
up such a lifestyle and pattern of living that drastic actions are needed to set things right.  We need
to eliminate the bad influences and retain the good ones.

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.  This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was
a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.  And Noah begot three sons:
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  GENESIS 6: 8-10

Noah was not like everybody else. Because of God’s grace, he did not let the fact that “everybody
else does it” decide for him what he was going to do.  Peer pressure is a very real thing not only for
kids and teenagers but it is also quite real for adults.  There needs to be a counterbalancing of
influence of the pressures of the world system.  We, as Christians need to find that balance in our lives
since we are daily exposed to the pressures of the world.  How did Noah handle this?  The Bible tells
us that “Noah walked with God.” That is beautiful.  That is exactly what we must do to counteract
and overcome the pressures of the world, the flesh and the devil.  If these pressures come at us daily,
then it seems clear we need to keep our fellowship with God on a daily basis.

The statement immediately preceding “Noah walked with God” tells us “Noah was a just man,
prefect in his generations.”  John Gill’s Commentary explains: “Noah was not perfectly holy, nor free
from sin,  but was a partaker of the true grace of God; he was sincere and upright in heart and life;
he lived an unblemished life and conversation,  untainted with the gross corruptions of that age in
which he lived,  which he escaped through the knowledge,  grace,  and fear of God.”  That’s what
it means to walk with God.

There is a lot implied in the statement that Noah “walked” with God.  The Bible asks the
question “Can two walk together except they be agreed?  It would seem, then, that the first
requirement for our walking with God is that we agree with Him. The best evidence of our agreeing
with Him is that we keep His commandments.  We also see that Noah was a just man. The words just
and righteous are used interchangeably and we find in the case of Abraham that he was declared to
be righteous because he believed God.  We can imply that Noah being just or righteous also believed
God, he agreed with God and put it into practice.  What I have just described is living faith. God's
requirements are basically unchanging –  without faith it is impossible to please Him.

What about the rest of the world
The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.  So God
looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on
the earth. And God said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is
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filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  GENESIS
6: 11-13
Corruption and violence are the by-products of living apart from God.  Those very creatures

who were capable of moral insight had chosen to do what was wrong. They had rejected God and
had made no room for Him even in their thought life. They really did not leave God any choice.

Don’t you find it interesting that God let Noah in on His plans for the world.  He has also lets
us in on what He is doing. We are given glimpses of the future in the word of God.  He let Noah in
on what was going to happen since He would involve Noah in the survival plan for Noah.  

"Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and
outside with pitch.  "And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three
hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits.  "You shall make a window
for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its
side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. GENESIS 6: 14-16
God gave Noah specific plans for the means of his survival.  Noah did not argue with God and

want to try to design his own boat. The one God provided was what was needed. God has provided
means for our survival or salvation by Jesus Christ. It is amazing that so many people want to find
some other way – they want to get into another boat.

In some ways the ark is like the church. We are somewhat like Noah in that we are to
participate in the putting together of the church, gathering in materials (new Christians) and applying
pitch to the structure. The pitch was to keep the destructive and drowning influence of the water out.
We need to learn the lesson of keeping the influence of the world out of the church.

"And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven
all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall die.  "But I will
establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into the ark—you, your sons, your wife,
and your sons’ wives with you.  "And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of
every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female.
GENESIS 6:17-19
We see clearly that God is in control of everything.  It is He Who we must satisfy. Just as God

initiated the salvation through the ark for Noah, He initiated salvation for us through the Cross,
through Jesus Christ so that all who are in Christ Jesus are safe just as all those who were in the ark
were safe.  Notice also that the godly influence and salvation given to Noah had benefit on the world
around him in that the animal kingdom was able to participate in the safety of the ark. All of creation
will rejoice when the children of God are revealed in the last day.


