
A FRESH START 
Genesis 8:15-22; 9:1, 11-16 

 
 Sometimes we start a project of building something and things don’t go very well.  We 
usually try to “fix it” but that does not always work.  If things are really messed up, it may be 
better to just scrap what we’ve done and start over.   
 After God created the heavens and the earth He surveyed all that He had done and 
concluded that it was GOOD.  It didn’t take very long for the devil to mess up the “good” that 
God had done. We remember the account of the serpent tempting Eve and the disobedience of 
Adam and Eve with the subsequent breaking of the relationship between God and man. Without 
the daily walk that man had with God, man was left to live by his wits and the inevitable 
happened. His desire to win, to be on top, and to be like God led to greater and greater evil –  not 
because winning is bad, not because being on top is bad, and not because being like God is bad 
(after all, we are made in His image and are to be conformed to the image of Jesus) –  but 
because man chose to bring all these things about by his own means, the situation grew worse 
and worse. The sin of Adam and Eve was also present in the life their children and Cain’s 
expression of his fallen nature resulted in murder of his brother.  
 We can skip ahead in historical time to the days of Noah and the people around him. 
Things had gotten so bad and the depravity of mankind was so great that God was grieved that 
He had created them. There was one man that was different and God would use him and his 
family to provide continuity to the human race.  God would make a fresh start with Noah.   
 We’re familiar with the story of the Ark. It was 150 yards long and 25 yards wide and 
three stories high. You recall that it took him 120 years to build it.  Most people of his time 
would not have classified Noah as a great success; in fact, he was probably the subject of much 
ridicule because of his beliefs; however, he and his family were the only truly successful people 
on the earth – all the rest perished.  
 The account of how God led Noah and how Noah responded is preserved for us in 
chapters six through nine of Genesis.  About half way through this account we find a pivotal 
statement that signaled that the “de-creation” was completed and that a “re-creation” would 
begin.  That pivotal point is seen in Genesis 8:1 where we see that “God remembered Noah and 
all the animals that were with him in the Ark.”   
 The account from start to finish was written in such a way that it could be more easily 
remembered.  The events leading up to the pivot point were then reversed in the things that 
happened afterwards.   

A Noah’s sons (6:10)     A1 Noah’s sons (9:18–27) 
B Enter the ark (7:1)  B1 Leave the ark (8:15-16) 
C Seven days (7:4)  C1 Seven days (8:12) 
D Seven days (7:10)  D1 Seven days (8:10) 
E Forty days (7:17)  E1 Forty days (8:6) 
F Mountains covered (7:20) F1 Mountains uncovered (8:5) 
G Flooding for 150 days (7:24) G1 Water receding for 150 days (8:3) 
  H God remembered Noah (8:1)  

 
 Just as God had instruction Noah to enter the ark we come to a time that was a little more 
than a year later when God told him to leave the ark.   
 
A New Start – 8:15-19 
15 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 16 “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives 



with you. 17 “Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you, birds and animals and every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth, that they may breed abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the 
earth.” 18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. 19 Every beast, every creeping 
thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by their families from the ark.  Genesis 8:15-19 
(NASB95) 
 It is obvious that Noah was careful to do what God told him to do.  We also see that Noah 
took some action apparently on his own initiative.  He opened the window, sent out a raven and 
sent out a dove twice so he could have some idea of what was happening.  Finally, he removed 
the covering from the top of the ark and saw dry land.  It was nearly two months later that God 
told Noah to leave the ark.   
 What lessons can we learn from this account?  We should take initiative to learn what is 
happening around us.  We need to be observant so that when God does speak to us that the time 
is right to take a significant step such as leaving the ark that we are prepared to do what He says.  
We see the actions of Noah being affirmed in the words of Jesus when He stated that He did 
what the Father told Him to do.  We see such statements in John 4:34, 5:19, 5:30, 6:38, and 8:28.  
At the same time, Jesus was observant and saw things happening that indicated that the time was 
approaching when His mission would find its culmination in the Cross.   
 Our tendency is to observe what is happening and then we think we know what we 
should do and we fail to wait upon the Lord to act in His perfect timing.   
 In Genesis 7:16 we read that after all had entered the ark that the Lord closed the door.  
The account in chapter eight does not mention that the Lord opened the door so that those inside 
could come out.  In the parallel structure of the account, we could reasonably assume that God 
did open the door of the ark.  The picture of the Lord shutting Noah’s family and the animals up 
in the ark is seen to represent the believer’s perfect security in Christ as we are sealed with the 
Holy Spirit.  Obviously, such a comparison would not apply to the animals.  The fact that the 
door was left open until immediately before the rain started is pictured as God’s grace and the 
closing of the door would signal the end of God’s patience when it would be too late to enter into 
the provision that God had made available before His judgment came upon the world.   
 What would be the spiritual significance of coming out of the ark after the judgment of 
God is past?  What would have happened if no one bothered to leave the safety of the ark?  They 
would have been saved for nothing.  Their salvation would have been in vain.  They were 
provided with a new beginning and they would have had no impact on the world around them if 
they had not left the boat.  They had a calling if not an obligation to make the most of the 
opportunity that God had provided for them by saving them from the judgment that came upon 
the pre-flood world.  The old physical world had passed away and God had given a fresh start to 
the earth.   
 
A New Altar – 8:20 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt 
offerings on the altar.  Genesis 8:20 (NASB95) 
 When the waters receded and Noah and his family left the ark, his first act was to worship 
God.  This appears to be another initiative that Noah took on his own.  The account does not tell 
us that God told him to build an altar and present a sacrifice on it.  This could be classified as a 
free-will offering and it was done to acknowledge God as the divine Source of their salvation.  It 
was likely to have been intended to express thanksgiving for coming through the most traumatic 
event that had ever occurred.   
 We recall that Noah took a pair of every living creature and also took seven additional 
animals that were deemed to be clean (presumably, those suitable for sacrifices made to God).  



Some suggest that the seventh animal was dedicated unto the Lord just as the seventh day was 
dedicated unto God.   
 Building an altar and making an offering to God preceded everything Noah did after they 
came out of the ark.  We might think that getting off the mountain and building shelter in which 
to live would be top priority, but they had such an awareness of just how awesome God is that 
they started with worship.  This ought to always be our first priority.  Jesus said, “Seek ye first 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.” God’s response to man’s worship is blessing.  
 
A New Promise – 8:21 - 9:1 
21 The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, “I will never again curse the ground on 
account of man, for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, 
as I have done. 22 “While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, And cold and heat, And summer and winter, And 
day and night Shall not cease.” 1 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth.  Genesis 8:21-9:1 (NASB95) 
 One of the problems that gotten mankind into the sorry situation they were in was pride. 
In his worship of God, Noah demonstrated his humility before God.  The lesser worships the 
greater. Another principle that is universal is that the greater always blesses the lesser.  Our 
acknowledging God’s greatness is the starting point of a proper relationship with Him.  One of 
the greatest blessings we can have is to know that we are in a right relationship to this Almighty 
God Who is the Creator of everything.   
 The statement that the Lord smelled the aroma is an anthropomorphic way of saying that 
God was pleased with the sacrifice that Noah offered.  His pleasure was expressed in a promise 
that He made to Himself.  That promise appears to be threefold.  The first part was to never again 
curse the ground because of what man does.  Apparently, that did not counteract the curse that 
was in effect since the time of the original sin of Adam and Eve.  We still have weeds and thorns 
and it is still by the effort of work that we get food from the earth.  This promise may simply be 
saying that no additional curse would be applied because of mankind.   
 In looking at the reason that God gave for not giving any additional curse was that the 
earth could not endure much more because there would continue to be sinfulness coming from 
humans.  The flood did destroy the earth and the living creatures that were not in the ark, but it 
did not destroy or affect the basic sinful nature of humanity.  That issue would be dealt with at a 
later time. 
 The second part of the promise that God made to Himself was that every living thing 
would never be destroy as God had just done.  The wording of this statement could be interpreted 
to mean that such a destruction would not be done by a flood or it could mean that it will not be 
done at all.   
 The third aspect of the promise was that daily and seasonal changes could be counted on 
as long as the earth is around.  We can count on the sun coming up in the morning and setting in 
the evening.  It will get cold in the winter and hot in the summer.  There will cyclical changes 
that take place just because that is the way things are.   
 While these promises certainly can be considered a blessing, God also specifically 
blessed them with a directive to have families.  We can be assured that family life and raising 
children are things that are pleasing to God.  Part of the blessing was to be fruitful so as to 
replenish the earth. There is an obvious blessing that comes with the family situation and when 
children are born into a family.  
 
 



The Covenant Confirmed – 9:11-16 
11 “I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall 
there again be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I am making 
between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations; 13 I set My bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. 14 “It shall come about, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the bow will be seen in the cloud, 15 and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 

“When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”  Genesis 9:11-16 (NASB95) 
 The intervening verses show some apparent changes in the relationship of human with 
other living creatures.  In the renewal of the comments that God made to Adam of man having 
dominion over animals, we now see that the animals would fear mankind.  In additional the 
privilege of using animals for food was confirmed with restrictions regarding consuming the 
blood of the animals.   
 Another prohibition was spelled out regarding taking of human life and prescribed 
penalties for doing so.  Some have seen the introduction of such prescribed penalties to be the 
beginning of human government.  In the garden of Eden mankind was under the dispensation of 
Innocency.  After the Fall, mankind operated under the dispensation of Conscience.  This third 
dispensation was to be the government of man by man.  However, it was to be government  by 
man, but for God.  The evidence of this is found in the reason given for not killing others – man 
is made in the image of God.  The fatal flaw in our present system which will lead to the ultimate 
downfall of our system is that we have “government of the people, by the people and FOR THE 
PEOPLE.”   
 One of the reasons for the charge to be fruitful and multiply was so that God’s rule and 
order could be established throughout the entire earth with man acting as the agent for God. In a 
spiritual sense we are to subdue the earth and bring all things under the Lordship (dominion of) 
Jesus Christ.  
 The covenant that God established with the survivors of the flood was to be a continuing 
one. Notice the wording that the covenant was not only between God and man, but also with the 
animals that were on the ark.  It was to extend to succeeding generations.  Part of the assurance 
was that the earth was to never be destroyed by water again. Can’t you imagine the fear that 
early man would have had when it rained, if God had not made that promise. We see the rainbow 
as the token of that covenant. A token is to be a reminder to the participants in the covenant of 
the provisions of the covenant. We need such reminders of what we agree to and what we ought 
to do.  
 The ultimate covenant is the one that we have as a result of the death of Christ on the 
Cross.  It is important for us to remember that God has saved us and what is expected of us as a 
result of that salvation.  We can think of many reminders that we have in the church to help keep 
us aware of the great salvation that God has provided for us in Christ.   
  


