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MAKING A FRESH START

After God created the heavens and the earth He surveyed all that He had done and
concluded that it was GOOD.  It didn’t take very long for the devil to mess up the "good" that
God had done. We remember the account of the serpent tempting Eve and the disobedience of
Adam and Eve with the subsequent breaking of the relationship between God and man. Without
the daily walk that man had with God, man was left to live by his wits and the inevitable
happened. His desire to win, to be on top, and to be like God led to greater and greater evil –  not
because winning is bad, not because being on top is bad, and not because being like God is bad
(after all, we are made in His image and are to be conformed to the image of Jesus) –  but because
man chose to bring all these things about by his own means, the situation grew worse and worse.
The sin of Adam and Eve was also present in the life their children and Cain’s expression of his
fallen nature resulted in murder of his brother. 

We can skip ahead in historical time to the days of Noah and the people around him.
Things had gotten so bad and the depravity of mankind was so great that God was grieved that
He had created them. There was one man that was different and God would use him and his
family. to provide continuity to the human race. He would make a fresh start with Noah. You all
are familiar with the story of. the Ark. It was 150 yards long and 25 yards wide and three stories
high. You recall that it took him 120 years to build it. Most people of his time would not have
classified Noah as a great success; in fact, he was the subject of much ridicule because of his
beliefs; however, he and his family were the only truly successful people on the earth  – all the rest
perished. 

When the waters receded and Noah and his family left the ark, his first act was to worship
God (Gen 8:20). This ought to always be our first priority. Jesus said, "Seek ye first the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness." God’s response to man’s worship is blessing. 

Genesis 9:1  One of the problems that gotten mankind into the sorry situation they were
in was pride. In his worship of God, Noah demonstrated his humility before God. The lesser
worships the greater. Another principle that is universal is that the greater always blesses the
lesser. Our acknowledging God’s greatness is the starting point of a proper relationship with Him.
One of the greatest blessings we can have is to know that we are in a right relationship to this
Almighty God Who is the Creator of everything. Part of the blessing was to be fruitful so as to
replenish the earth. There is an obvious blessing that comes with the family situation and when
children are born into a family. 

GENESIS 9:2-4   There was to be a new relationship between man and animals. The fear
and dread of man by the animals was, in part, a renewals of the dominion over the animal
kingdom God had given to Adam.  However, this relationship was not the same as it was with
Adam, since the relationship of Adam with the animals was friendly or caring one.  Sin had
spoiled that relationship and animals did not serve mankind after the fall.  Now. Starting with
Noah, animal would serve mankind but out of fear and dread.

In addition, the right to take animals for food was now given to man. I have no idea why it
was the right time for humanity to move from being vegetarian to meat eating. However, there
was a restriction associated with the eating of meat: The meat was not to have the blood still in it
and it was not to have been already dead.  The reason for not eating animals that were already
dead – died of other causes – is not to difficult to figure out. This practice was for health reasons.



The prohibition against using blood for food seems to have been primarily a spiritual concern. 
The life (soul) was said to be in the blood.  Some primitive societies practice drinking the blood of
animals in order to take on the characteristics or strengths of the animals. Many of the reports of
cannibalism confirm that this practice was not for food but was to gain power. This practice was
specifically forbidden in the covenant with Noah. 

The spiritual parallel to this is seen in the Lord’s Supper.  The symbolism of the bread and
wine represents the body and blood of. Jesus.  We are to be partakers of Christ in a spiritual sense
in order to take on His character and His strengths. The argument that Catholics make that the
elements actually became the flush and blood of Christ is difficult to swallow. 

GENESIS 9:5-7  While God allowed man to kill animals for food, He specifically forbid
the taking of human life and prescribed the penalty for such. This provision is seen as the
dispensation of human government. In the garden of Eden mankind was under the dispensation of
Innocency. After the Fall, mankind operated under the dispensation of Conscience. This third
dispensation was to be the government of man by man.  However, it was to be government  by
man, but for God.  The fatal flaw in our present system which will lead to the ultimate downfall of
our system is that we have “government of the people, by the people and FOR THE PEOPLE.”

One of the reason for the charge to be fruitful and multiply was that God’s rule and order
could be established throughout the entire earth with man acting as the agent for God. In a
spiritual sense we are to subdue the earth and bring all under the Lordship (dominion of) Jesus
Christ. 

GENESIS 9.8-15 The covenant that God established with the survivors of the flood was
to be a continuing one. Notice the wording that the covenant was not only between God and man,
but also with the animals that were on the ark.  It was to extend to succeeding generations.  Part
of the assurance was that the earth was to never be destroyed by water again. Can’t you imagine
the fear that early man would have had when it rained, if God had not made that promise. We see
the rainbow as the token of that covenant. A token is to be a reminder to the participants in the
covenant of the provisions of the covenant. We need little reminders of what we agree to and
what we ought to do. 

In the Church we have some things that we do specifically to help us remember.  The
Lord’s Supper is such an observance. Jesus specifically said, This do in remembrance of Me."
The Hebrew people observe Passover to help them remember the great deliverance that God gave
them. We have many other observances, in fact, most of our major holidays are for the purpose of
helping us remember something quite significant.  Don’t you find it interesting that most of our
days of celebration are related to Christianity.  Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving.  We have
commercialized Christmas and directed attention to everything imaginable and away from the
Christ Child. We have paganized the Resurrection with the Babylonian myths of their pagan
goddess being born every spring from a brightly colored egg.  So far, the humanist and atheists
haven’t figure out what to do to mess up Thanksgiving.  Did you ever wonder, to whom do those
people direct their THANKS on Thanksgiving?  There was no doubt in Noah's mind that God is
real and that He is involved in the affairs of man.

The next major recorded event in the unfolding of God’s dealing with mankind is the Tower of
Babel.  


