
NOAH’S THREE SONS AND THEIR INFLUENCE ON THE WORLD 
 
 With the end of the flood and the 
destruction of all humanity except the family of 
Noah, we find that the world was to be 
repopulated and all of mankind would be 
descendants of the three sons of Noah.  The 
names of these sons are Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth.   
 An incident occurred several years after 
they left the ark that would impact succeeding 
generations.  You may recall that Noah planted a 
vineyard and made wine from the grapes.  He 
drank the wine, become drunk, and was in his 
tent without any clothes.  Before he sobered, his 
son Ham came in, saw his father and apparently 
told his older brothers about his father’s 
condition in a derisive way.  The two older sons 
showed great respect for Noah and backed into 
the tent and covered him without looking at him. 
 When Noah waked up he realized what 
had happened and pronounced a prophetic 
declaration on his three sons.  We see the words 
in the latter part of Genesis 9. 

And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew 
what his younger son had done unto him.  
And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of 
servants shall he be unto his brethren.  And 
he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; 
and Canaan shall be his servant.  God shall 
enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the 
tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his 
servant. (Gen 9:24-27) 

 Chapter 10 of Genesis is commonly 
called the Table of Nations.  It lists 70 
descendants of the three sons of Noah.  Here we 
have the three families of mankind. The family 
of Ham is represented by Canaan, although not 
limited to his descendants. In certain of the old 
versions, in these two verses referring to 
Canaan, the account reads, "Ham, the father of 
Canaan," which is probably the more accurate 
rendering. Now this is a most important passage. 
We can hardly overrate its importance in 
understanding the world of our day. 
 Notice that Shem is given religious 
primacy among mankind. The Semitic people, 
the descendants of Shem, were responsible 
under God to meet the spiritual needs of 
mankind. That is their role in humanity. The 
three great religions, which can properly be 
called religions, all come from the Semitic 
family: Judaism, Mohammedanism, and 
Christianity. Admittedly, there is denial in 

Judaism and distortion of truth in Islam, but the 
sense of mission by the Semitic families of earth 
is very evident. This family includes the Jews, 
the Arabs, certain ancient peoples, as well as 
other modern groups.  
 Japheth was promised enlargement. The 
Japhethic people are, in general, the peoples of 
India and Europe (the Indo-European stock). It 
is largely from this family that we Americans 
come. History has recorded this geographical 
enlargement. The entire Western hemisphere is 
settled by Japhethic peoples, and the Indians 
(Hindus) are of the same stock. But there is 
much to suggest in history that the enlargement 
that is promised here to Japheth is also 
intellectual. Historically, all the great 
philosophers are Japhethic. The Greeks, who 
began modern philosophy, are descendants of 
Japheth as are the Hindus. The Greeks and the 
Hindus are the two truly great philosophic races 
of earth. Some of you may say, "Well, what 
about Confucius; he was a Hamite?" But 
Confucius was not a philosopher; he was a 
teacher of practical ethics. 
 The phrase, "let him [Japheth] dwell in 
the tents of Shem" is predictive of what occurred 
after the Cross, when the stewardship for the 
Plan of Salvation passed from the Jews to the 
Gentiles, i.e., to the Japhethic family. To Shem 
was given the primacy of religious teaching, but 
there comes a time when Japheth enters that 
field ("dwells in the tents of Shem"), and 
philosophy (which is essentially Japhethic) was 
married to theology. This has been the case since 
the dispersion of the Jews around the world.  
 Ham is given the role of a servant in 
relation to both of these other families of earth. 
But, notice carefully, not a servant in the sense 
of enslavement. That role was limited to the 
descendants of Canaan. "A slave of slaves," is 
the Hebrew way of emphasizing, of intensifying 
a statement. Canaan was to be that, but not the 
rest of the sons of Ham. However, they were to 
fulfill a servant relationship as the practical 
technicians of humanity.  Most ancient 
technological achievements were founded and 
carried to  proficiency by Hamitic people. This 
is the role in history given by God to the 
descendants of Ham. The Egyptians, the 
Babylonians, the Chinese, the Mayans, the 
Aztecs, all were Hamitic people. They were the 



great inventors of mankind. It may come as a 
shock to some, who think of Americans as the 
most inventive people on the earth, to know that 
almost every basic invention can be traced to the 
Hamites, rather than to the Japhethites, which 
we represent. What Japhethic people do is to 
develop the philosophy of science and apply the 
technology, but the discovery of these are 
largely traceable to the Hamitic peoples of the 
earth.  
 All of these distinctions are reflected  
interestingly in the New Testament.  The 
Synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) 
are aimed at different groups of people.  They 
are Shem, Ham, and Japheth, in that order. 
Matthew is aimed at the Semitic people. It is the 
gospel for the Jews, above all others. Mark is 
clearly the gospel of the servant.  His gospel is 
profoundly the presentation of the servant, the 
practical mind, the Hamitic mind. Luke is 
clearly aimed at the Greek, or the Japhethic 
mind.  
 It is also interesting that three groups are 
recorded in the New Testament as specifically 
coming to seek the Lord Jesus. They are: the 
shepherds, the Wise men, and the Greeks. Here 
you have again the order: Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. The shepherds were Israelites, Semitic. 
Most Bible scholars believe the Magi were from 
Arabia, and represent the Hamitic peoples. The 
Greeks are clearly Japhethites. So there again, 
always in the same order, we have Shem, Ham, 
and Japheth.  
 Also, the gospel, was first preached in 
this order. In the book of Acts we are told that 
on the day of Pentecost Peter stood up and said, 
"Ye men of Israel," and addressed the gospel to 
them. Then in the next section we find Philip 
called to leave a revival in Samaria and go down 
to preach to a single individual in the desert, 
who is a Hamite, an Ethiopian, the treasurer of 
Ethiopia. Then, a little bit later on, Peter is sent 
to the Japhethites, preaching the gospel to 
Cornelius, a centurion of Rome.  
 Furthermore, all three of these groups 
are represented at the crucifixion. Each branch 
of mankind took part in the crucifixion. The 
moral responsibility for it fell upon the Jews. It 
is they who said, "His blood be upon us and. 
upon our children." The physical burden of 
bearing the cross fell upon a Hamite, Simon of 
Cyrene, a stranger in Jerusalem who was 
impressed into the task of bearing the cross for 

our Lord on the Via Dolorosa  Finally, as you 
know, executive responsibility for the 
crucifixion rested with the Romans, who gave 
the official order for the death of our Lord.  
 There are three divisions of mankind, as 
there are three divisions in each person. To each 
of these divisions is given the responsibility for 
meeting one of the basic needs of man: spiritual, 
physical, and intellectual. In each one of us these 
same three divisions are found. We each have a 
capacity to worship; each has a capacity to 
create; and we each have a capacity to reason. 
These are the things that distinguish us from the 
animals. This is the image of God in man. Each 
of them needs to be held in perfect balance. The 
world is in a state of confusion, uncertainty and 
despair because the balance God intended has 
been left unfulfilled, so, in our individual lives 
we may be in a state of confusion, despair, 
frustration, weakness, or whatever it may be, 
because we have neglected to fulfill the 
three-fold capacities of our own nature. We can 
do so only as they are kept in perfect harmony, 
one with the other.  
 It is wrong to think of man as only 
spiritual. He is also intellectual and physical. It 
is wrong to think of him as being only physical, 
and to develop the athletic abilities to the neglect 
of the others; he is also spiritual and intellectual. 
The interesting thing is that in the Bible the 
intellectual is put last. If the order of scripture 
applies for the individual as well as for the 
human race, then the order within us is also 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. First the spiritual, then 
the physical, then the intellectual. In that order 
mankind finds its complete fulfillment. If we 
understand ourselves we will also understand the 
world around us. The glory of the gospel is that 
it addresses itself to mankind exactly on those 
terms. We find ourselves entering into 
fulfillment, into excitement, into a dramatic 
sense of being what we were intended to be, 
when we open our lives to God through Jesus 
Christ, making that our first priority; then 
developing the physical life, taking care of 
physical needs, physical demands; and through 
these two working together, developing the 
intellect to an understanding of ourselves. 


