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TRUSTING IN GOD'S PROMISE

There is a lot in the news these days about Health Care and how it will be provided to
everyone.  I would imagine that most of you have some form of health insurance.  You have
something that gives you assurance that most of the cost of  hospitalization or medicines will be paid.
How do you know that you are covered?  If I were to say, "Prove to me that you have insurance,"
what would you show me?  Most likely you would pull out a card or maybe even an insurance policy.
In other words, you would have some "proof" that you are insured.  Even though you have that piece
of paper, you are putting a lot of faith in the company that issued the paper (policy or the card).  If
someone buys something from us and gives us a check, we have that check as proof of payment, but
there is still a lot of trust that there is money in the bank to back up the check.  Even if the person
paid us in cash, there would be no guarantee that the money was real - it could be counterfeit.  We
are forced to trust in many things as we function in living life on a daily basis.  All these things such
as the Blue Cross or Medicare Card, the check, or the dollar bills are tokens of an implied or actual
agreement or promises made by individuals.  We say that we are trusting in the cash, or the check
or the card (policy), but we are really putting our trust in what is behind or what backs up those
tokens.

You have probably found in dealing with people, companies, or even the government, that
sometimes they fail to keep their promises.  It seems that this is the case more and more.  When we
were younger we put a lot of trust in our physical health and strength; however, as we age we find
that this can also fail us at times.  We may have put our trust in our jobs or the company for which
we work, but things change and companies go bankrupt.  So what can you trust in?  Maybe we can
learn something from Abraham's experience of trust, after all, he is known as a man of great faith.

After the flood, the descendants of Noah repopulated the earth and people grew wicked.
People had become prideful and thought that they could build a great tower high enough to reach
heaven.  God confused their language and scattered the people, but that did not solve the problem of
the basic fallen nature of man - they were still rebellious and would not turn back to Him.  God then
initiated the next step in His redemption plan for mankind.  

There was a man in Ur of the Chaldees whom God called to establish a people from which
a Redeemer would come to break the hold that Satan had on the descendants of Adam.  In calling
Abram, God made certain promises to him regarding his descendants.  At the time, Abram did not
have any children, in fact, his wife was barren.

Abram left his homeland and went to Canaan.  He took his nephew Lot with him.  Several
things happened involving a famine in the land and Abram going  to Egypt.  Eventually, he and Lot
went their separate ways over grazing rights.  Lot was captured in a war involving the cities near
where he lived and Abram went to his rescue.  In rescuing Lot, Abram recovered all the people and
the loot the raiders had stolen from the cities.  Abram returned the people and the loot to the kings
of those cities but refused to take a reward for what he had done.  Abram did not want anyone to say
they had made Abram rich.  Whether this was pride or the fact that these kings that had offered the
reward were wicked men or the fact that Abram was trusting totally in God for everything is not
known.  Abram probably wondered if he had made the right decision to turn down the reward.

GENESIS 15:1-6  God did not let Abram wonder for long if he had made the right
decision.  God communicated with Abram to let him know that he did not need to be afraid of
anything.  Abram may have has some fear regarding attacks from the raider that he had just defeated.
He may have had a reason to fear that other gangs and tribes might come through the area and he and
his family be carried off as captives.  We are beginning to see even in our own nation a definite



fearfulness in people.  Random shootings, lootings, robberies, and assualts are reported daily even
in small towns.  God would assure us today just as He did Abram in his day that He is our protecting
King.  Just as Abraham wondered about the material possessions he passed up, we may find ourselves
having to make decisions that have economic consequences where we would lose money because of
taking a Christian stand.  God told Abram that He would reward him greatly or that He (God) was
Abram's reward.  

If Abram could have picked any reward of his choosing, he would have chosen to have a son.
Having an heir was extremely important to him and it seemed that this would not happen.  God had
promised Abram that he would have many descendants when he had called him to leave his home
in Ur, but Abram could see no evidence that God could do what He said He would.  

Many times we try to figure out a way for God's promises to be fulfilled that does not require
a miracle.  Abram thought that the promise might be fulfilled through his  slave who would inherit
the possession of Abram if the obvious were to happen.  God reassured Abram that he would have
children and that his heir would not be Eliezer.  God promised that Abram's descendant would be too
many to count and Abram believed God.  In Romans 4:11, Paul described Abram as the father of all
who believe.  In this simple statement, "Abram believed God," we see the essence of faith.  What
God had said to Abram had settled the issue in Abram's mind even though Abram did not know how
God would do what he said.  God's response to Abram's faith was that Abram was said to be in "right
relationship to God" or simply he was "righteous."  Because Abram had demonstrated his faithfulness
in believing God, God revealed to him more of the promise.  

GENESIS 15:7-11  This is the first time that the promise of Abram possessing the land
of Canaan had been made.  This was a new element in the covenant relationship between Abram and
God.  It was one thing to promise that Abram would have many descendants, but it how was Abram
to have any evidence that he owned the land of Canaan.  Would God give him a deed to the land?
That is what we would want in our culture.  I would not think that they had deeds to land in that area.
There was no central government and nothing organized to keep track of who owned what.  In fact
many of the people moved around a lot living in tents.  

God's response was to have Abram carry out a ritual that might be done when two people
executed an agreement.  This involved offering a sacrifice of animals in which the animals were cut
in half and the people would walk between the pieces as a testimony that what had been done to the
animals should be done to them if they did not keep their part of the bargain.  (The choice of the
animals to be sacrificed and the fact that birds of prey came to try to steal the parts probably has
spiritual significance - but I don't know what it is at this time.)

GENESIS 15:12-16  As Abram fell into the deep sleep, God visited him and revealed
more of the future events to Abram and at the same time ignited a fire to consume the sacrifice.  The
events that God shared with Abram concerned what would happen to his descendants before they
took possession of the land and why God would take the land away from the Amorites who lived in
the land of Canaan.  For 400 years Abram's descendants would be oppressed in slavery in Egypt and
after that they would return to take possession of the land promised to Abram.  God, who know the
end from the beginning, knew that the Amorites would grow more and more wicked and that one day
His judgement would have to be carried out on their wickedness.  It had not reached its full measure
at the time of the promise to Abram.  This is a lesson that we should learn, God's judgement will
come upon a nation when their sin has reach such a point that God has no choice but to take action.
It happen to the Amorites, it happen earlier to the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and it will happen
again, this time to our nation, if we do not turn from our sinful ways.  But God's promises to us can
be relied on and are available to all who will be-lieve His word.  It is by faith that we become
descendant of Abraham and possessors of the promises. 


