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GOD'S EVERLASTING COVENANT

Have you ever bought a house, financed a car, signed a lease?  Usually there is a contract of
some sort involved in such a transaction.  We have contracts so that each person will be able to know
what they are expected to do  and what the obligations of the other party are.  I find it very interesting
that man's relationship with God was often described in terms of a contract or covenant.  Just as a
contract makes clear the rights and obligations of each party, God wants us to know what we can
expect from Him and what He expects from us.  The covenants that God had initiated with man
move from the simple and natural to the magnificent and supernatural as His plan for redemption has
unfolded throughout history.  Whether we are talking about green things given for physical food, the
addition of certain animals for food after the flood, the sign of the rainbow as a promise that the
world would not be destroyed by water, or the promise of eternal life to all who put their trust in
Jesus, we see a progression from the natural to the supernatural, from the simple to the sublime.

God's plan to show us His character by living among us and to give us eternal life started
thousands of years ago.  His plan involved building a nation of people that knew Him, a nation that
could be recognized as different because of its relationship with God.  The plan started taking shape
with one man and his wife.  We know the story of how God called Abram to leave his father's land
and to go to the land of Canaan.  We remember the promise that God made to Abram to make of Him
a great nation.  The years passed by and as Abram and his wife Sarai grew older and they still had no
children, they tried to help God with His plan.  Abram had a son by Sarai's servant girl Hagar.  Even
though the relationship between Sarai and Hagar caused Sarai much grief, Abram and Sarai likely
thought that they had figured out and had accomplished the plan for Abram to become the father of
many nations.  Were they ever wrong!

GENESIS 17:1-2  When Ishmael was born, Abram was 86 years old.  Thirteen years have
gone by and Abram was now 99 years old.  The thought of having a son to fulfill the promise that
God had made to him when he was 75 years old was not too much of a concern since the boy Ishmael
had come along.  

God came to Abram to reaffirm His covenant with him and as it turned out to get Abram
thinking again in terms of Sarai having a child.  God identified Him self as El  Shaddai, the Almighty
God.  This name for God describes Him as the One Who is capable of doing anything that He wishes
to do.  God's instruction for Abram was to "walk before Me and be perfect."  In today's terminology,
the word "walk" might refer to "lifestyle."  Our lifestyle includes all that we do - everything!  We
cannot compartmentalize our lives and be one way in one compartment and another way in another
compartment.  This lifestyle is characterized as "perfect."  The implication in this description is that
we are to "whole" or "complete."  We might sum it up with the word "integrity."  We are to live a
lifestyle that is characterized by integrity.  As each one of us realize that we do live out our lives
"before God" in that everything is open to Him, we can gain encouragement to "do the right thing"
knowing that God has already made His covenant with us to love us and to protect us and to prosper
us as we walk with Him and put our trust in Him.

GENESIS 17:3-6  Abraham's reaction of falling down before God may have been involuntary
in that being in the presence of God's infinite greatness was overwhelming.  Abram was in awe of the
words that God spoke to Him.  We too should be in awe of the word of God as we hear Him speak
to us through His Holy Word,  the Bible. 

Abram's obligation in the covenant that God made with Him was to live his life in the
knowledge that everything he did was open to God and to live a life of integrity.  God obligated
Himself to certain things.  First, the covenant was to be with Abram and no someone else.  There was
going to be a special relationship between God and Abram (and his descendants).  The second part
was that Abram was to be head of a large family of descendants.  The third part was that Abram was
to now be Abraham.  This name change involved the addition of the sound of a breath or the "ha"
sound.  Some have suggested that this name change (which was also given to Sarai in the change to
Sarah) was to indicate the presence of the Spirit of God in their lives.

The promises of God to Abraham was to continue through succeeding generation and would



involved multiple nations and the promise that his offspring would be great leaders (kings).  I think
that we can see that these promises have literately come true for the Hebrew people.  

GENESIS 17:7-8  The continuation of the covenant to future generation and the promise of
the land to Abraham and to the descendants of Abraham is the basis for the establishment of the
modern day nation of Israel.  God also promised to be the God of Abraham's descendants.  In the
history of the nation, God has not given up on these people but has continued to deal with them in
an on-going covenant relationship.  Even when they wanted Him to go away, He would not but
brought chastisement to them in order to draw them back to Himself.  So often, they would remember
the promises of God but would forget the obligation they had in the covenant with God.  

GENESIS 17:9-14  A sign or reminder of the covenant that God had established with
Abraham and his descendants was instituted to be a continuous and on-going reminder that they were
in a special relationship with God.  Circumcision was a token of the covenant relationship between
God and the descendants of Abraham.  

As Christians, we see baptism as an outward witness of the spiritual new birth and realize that
this act does not save anyone.  In the same way, the fact that a Jewish child is circumcised does not
indicate that he is walking in faithfulness to the covenant.  God expects His people to reflect their
commitment to Him in everything they do and say.  Even today, God expects us to demonstrate our
love for Him in everything we say and do.  How do we do that?  Jesus said, "If you love Me, you will
keep my commandments."


