
The Maturing Faith of Abraham

We've often heard it said, "Nothing is certain except death and taxes."  I guess there are even
exceptions that "old saying."  There is reason to believe that Enoch and Elijah left this world in a different
way other than death.  We could also say that the example of Lazarus being raise from death also
questions the certainty of death.  The Resurrection of Jesus certainly defies the certainty of death.  But
what about taxes?  Need I mention "loopholes" as an example that even taxes aren't certain?  So, is there
anything that is certain?  What can we really count on?

The Bible teaches us that "God's commandments are sure (Ps 111:7) and that all the promises of
God in Christ are "yes and amen"; that is, they are certain (2 Cor 1:20).  Therefore, if we are looking for
something that is certain, then God's word meets the requirements.  

Abraham found this to be the case.  Though we tend to picture Abraham as perfect in his faith,
he questioned God about the promises and He had some strange ideas about how the promises were going
to be fulfilled, but he believed that God would do what He said He would do.  Even today, we may not
understand HOW God is going to fulfill His promise and WHEN He is going to fulfill His promises; but,
we can count on it that WHAT He said will happen.

We want to examine how Abraham’s faith matured over the years as he interacted with God.  God
had promised Abraham that he would have descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky.  Abraham
believed what  God had promised though he did not know how it would happen.  Since Sarai was barren,
he thought maybe his servant Eliezer would be his heir (by default) and the promise would be fulfilled
through him.  But God assured him that his son would be the offspring of his body.  You will remember
that Sarai figured that the only way for that to happen would be to let Hagar (her slave girl) be a surrogate
mother.  So he had a son (Ishmael) and both he and Sarai were counting on this boy being the start of the
fulfillment of God’s promise.  Ishmael’s very existence was confirmation that “what” God had promised
was underway.  It even met the criteria (as they understood it) as to “how” the promise would be fulfilled.
This trust in what he and Sarah had accomplished as being the means by which he would have many
descendants went on for about fourteen years.  Though Abraham believed God, his confidence was in
what he had accomplished. 

Do we take God’s promises and work out our own solution to their fulfillment?  When we do this
we will be so convinced that we are in the center of God’s will that we will be spiritually content or
perhaps even spiritually smug.  The only way I know of to get over such a condition is for God to
intervene and reveal more of His plan to us.

When Sarah was 90 years old and Abraham was 100 years old, God showed them more of His
plan.  

GENESIS 21:1-2  Sarah was barren, she was beyond normal child bearing age, and Abraham
was considered to be too old to father children.  That's three strikes.  Three strikes and you're out, or so
the saying goes.  But with God, the old sayings don't apply, only what He says really matters.

If we look at this situation, we can learn that God is a healer.  He can and does correct or overrule
medical problems.  Abraham and Sarah may have been old, but God is ageless.  He is the Fountain of
Youth and vitality that many would like to find.  Paul put it this way in his letter to the Church at Rome.
"If the Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwell in you, He shall quicken your mortal bodies."  These
three things erased the three strikes against Abraham and Sarah:  God is a healer, He is ageless, and He



is the source of all potency or power.  
Abraham and Sarah had waited  for 25 years not knowing when or how God would act in their

behalf.  They thought they knew and they thought that they were helping in their own strength or power.
As the time approached for God's promise to be fulfilled in the way that God intended it to be, God told
Abraham, "Within one year My promise will come to pass."  The lesson for us is that God does not tell
us all His plans until we need to know them.  We have waited for almost 2000 years for Christ's return,
not knowing when or how it is going to happen.  I believe that as the time grows nearer, that God will
reveal the details of what is to happen to those who are faithful as Abraham was faithful.  (Remember that
though Abraham did not have a correct understanding of how God would act, he is still counted as being
faithful.  We should, therefore, be careful in criticizing others who may not believe the same things we
do about how and when God will fulfill his promises to us.)
  GENESIS 21:3-7  Initially, Abraham and Sarah had some hope of the two of them having a
child as the obvious, literal fulfillment of the promise of God.  When that didn't happen, they took an
alternate approach with Hagar being a surrogate for Sarah.  Finally they came to the point of having
absolutely no confidence in their ability to have a child of their own.  It was humanly impossible.  When
we come to such a point where we do not rely on our own strength, then God will act in our behalf.  

It is obvious from the words of Sarah that she considered the birth of Isaac a real miracle.  She
said, "Who would have said this would happen?"  The awe and amazement that she expressed is a
component of true worship.  There is a hymn that states this so well, "I stand amazed in the presence of
Jesus, the Nazarene; and wonder how He could love me, a sinner, commended, unclean."  

GENESIS 21:8  A new baby comes along, God's promise has come to pass and everything is
just great.  Wrong! 

GENESIS 21:9-11  Abraham has not dealt with all the issues.  There was rivalry between the
son of the slave girl Hagar and the son of the wife Sarah.  They were not going to get along together.
Even while Isaac was still a small child, Ishmael showed no respect for him.  When Sarah saw what was
happening, she demanded that Abraham send Hagar and Ishmael away.  This is Abraham's son!  Ishmael
was about 15 or 16 years old and was part of the family.  I'm sure that Abraham loved the boy.  I'm sure
that Abraham thought that Sarah was being unreasonable.  

The issue in Sarah's mind was centered on the inheritance that Abraham would leave.  Whether
Sarah wanted Isaac to have it all or was concerned that Ishmael (being older) would get a larger portion
is not known.  Her solution was to send the problem away before it became more of a problem.  Abraham
was not happy with the solution.

GENESIS 21:12-14  God confirmed to Abraham that Sarah was correct in the inheritance
question.  Isaac was the "son of promise" in whom the covenant was to be fulfilled.  God was not going
to abandon Hagar and Ishmael.  He promised to make a nation of Ishmael's descendants also, just because
he was the son of Abraham.

It is not amazing that we can get very attached to things that are real problems to us.  This
attachment is especially strong if the object of our concern is part of our security or our future.  For years,
Ishmael represented Abraham's hope for the future.  He was counting on this lad to be the key to God's
promises being fulfilled.  This security was difficult to give up.  There are lessons for us to learn
regarding the choices that we have to make to participate in the promises of  God.  We cannot find
salvation through the keeping of the law in the strength of our own capability.  Many times our morality,



our discipline and our understanding of the law are the strengths on  which we rely.  We find it difficult
to not put confidence in these things and to simply trust and believe God.

Ishmael represents the flesh.  How are we to respond to the carnal nature and our natural ability?
In finding an answer to that  question, we see that Ishmael was not cast out until Isaac was born and
weaned.  It is of no use to preach against the flesh to unbelievers.  They are carnal (fleshly) and possess
nothing else.  It is often useless to preach against the flesh to brand new Christians because they are not
ready for the "meat" of the gospel and are not ready to walk more completely in faith.  It is after the new
birth and as we grow that we are able to cast away the carnal nature.  Before we see the promise of God
fulfilled in God's way we are willing to compromise and use the ways of the world to try to accomplish
what God has called us to do.  However, after we have seen the promise of God and have experienced
His power in our lives we should become unwilling to compromise by using the ways of the world to
carry out God's will for our lives and our world.

Just as Abraham had to send Hagar and Ishmael away, we must put away the old ways and focus
on God's promise in Jesus Christ.

How do we see Christ manifested in the world today?  If you look for physical evidence of Christ,
then we could say that the church (being the Body of Christ) would be that evidence.  Many of us, as
Christians, have our lives enmeshed in activities of the church.  That involvement gives us a lot of
satisfaction that we are in the center of God’s will.  

*You can imagine that was Isaac began to grow, he became the focus of his parents’ lives.
Abraham believed that everything was great and he was confident that Isaac was his hope for God’s
promise being fulfilled.  But God was not through with Abraham.  Abraham had moved (in his faith
which was “believing God”) from trusting in what he had accomplished (Ishmael) to trusting in what God
had accomplished (Isaac).  There was one more step in his maturing.

GENESIS 22:1-2   In God’s command to Abraham, He covered all the arguments Abraham
might raise regarding the sacrifice of Isaac.  He was the only son Abraham had left and Abraham loved
him.  However, the issue was more than just a “father-child” personal thing with Abraham.  The entire
plan of God was related to this child.  How could God’s plan be accomplished if Isaac died?

GENESIS 22:3-8 Abraham obeyed immediately and started out on a three day journey with
Isaac and some servants.  Then they reached Moriah, Abraham and Isaac left the servants and went on
alone.

This was a test to determine if Abraham was dependent on the gift or the Giver.  Isaac was a gift
of God’s grace.  Sometimes we can focus and all the things that God has provided in His grace to us and
lose sight of God Who supplies and provides. 

Notice Abraham’s words: “I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship, and come again
unto you.”  Notice that they were going to worship.  When we are willing to give our most precious
possession over to God, then this is acceptable worship.  Abraham had to come to the conclusion that the
relationship he had with God was not dependent on his having Isaac.

GENESIS 22:9-10 We marvel at the obedience of Abraham, but equally amazing is the
response of Isaac.  He was not just a little boy.  He was strong and agile and Abraham was quite elderly.
Isaac could have simply run away.  There was amazing faith and trust shown by Isaac. He had asked the
question, “Where is the lamb?”  He saw the fire and the wood, but there was no lamb.  Abraham’s answer
was remarkable in the words “God will provide Himself a sacrifice.”  These words are prophetic of God



giving himself for our sins.
As Abraham drew back the knife, he believed God for a miracle.  We are told in Hebrews that

Abraham was sure that God would raise Isaac up from the dead so that the promises would be fulfilled.
But God had another plan.

GENESIS 22:11-12 Abraham had shown that his trust was not in the gifts of God but in God
Himself.

We see the progression of Abraham moving from “believing God but having confidence in his
own accomplishing” to “believing God and having confidence in the gifts of God” and finally to
“believing God and trusting in God Himself.”  

GENESIS 22:13-14  Thank God for His Substitute – for Jesus Who took our place.  God did
not withhold His Son to die for our sins.  In His love he does not ask us to physically sacrifice our
children; however, we must be willing to turn them over to Him for His service of worship.  We need to
sacrifice our wills so that our wills align with His will.  We must be every careful to not trust the works
of our hand nor even the gifts from God but to focus on God Himself.
* Same as file 2201-14.


