
THE PROVING OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH

You can imagine that was Isaac began to grow, he became the focus of his parents’
lives.  Abraham believed that everything was great and he was confident that Isaac was
his hope for God’s promise being fulfilled.  But God was not through with Abraham. 
Abraham had moved (in his faith which was “believing God”) from trusting in what he
had accomplished (Ishmael) to trusting in what God had accomplished (Isaac).  There
was one more step in his maturing.

GENESIS 22:1-2   In God’s command to Abraham, He covered all the arguments
Abraham might raise regarding the sacrifice of Isaac.  He was the only son Abraham had
left and Abraham loved him.  However, the issue was more than just a “father-child”
personal thing with Abraham.  The entire plan of God was related to this child.  How
could God’s plan be accomplished if Isaac died?

GENESIS 22:3-8 Abraham obeyed immediately and started out on a three day
journey with Isaac and some servants.  Then they reached Moriah, Abraham and Isaac
left the servants and went on alone.

This was a test to determine if Abraham was dependent on the gift or the Giver. 
Isaac was a gift of God’s grace.  Sometimes we can focus and all the things that God has
provided in His grace to us and lose sight of God Who supplies and provides. 

Notice Abraham’s words: “I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship, and
come again unto you.”  Notice that they were going to worship.  When we are willing to
give our most precious possession over to God, then this is acceptable worship.  Abraham
had to come to the conclusion that the relationship he had with God was not dependent
on his having Isaac.

GENESIS 22:9-10 We marvel at the obedience of Abraham, but equally amazing
is the response of Isaac.  He was not just a little boy.  He was strong and agile and
Abraham was quite elderly.  Isaac could have simply run away.  There was amazing faith
and trust shown by Isaac. He had asked the question, “Where is the lamb?”  He saw the
fire and the wood, but there was no lamb.  Abraham’s answer was remarkable in the
words “God will provide Himself a sacrifice.”  These words are prophetic of God giving
himself for our sins.

As Abraham drew back the knife, he believed God for a miracle.  We are told in
Hebrews that Abraham was sure that God would raise Isaac up from the dead so that the
promises would be fulfilled.  But God had another plan.

GENESIS 22:11-12 Abraham had shown that his trust was not in the gifts of God
but in God Himself.

We see the progression of Abraham moving from “believing God but having
confidence in his own accomplishing” to “believing God and having confidence in the
gifts of God” and finally to “believing God and trusting in God Himself.”  

GENESIS 22:13-14  Thank God for His Substitute – for Jesus Who took our
place.  God did not withhold His Son to die for our sins.  In His love he does not ask us to
physically sacrifice our children; however, we must be willing to turn them over to Him
for His service of worship.  We need to sacrifice our wills so that our wills align with His
will.  We must be every careful to not trust the works of our hand nor even the gifts from
God but to focus on God Himself.


