
GOD PROVIDES 
Genesis 24:1-19 

 
 “If you’ve got a business, you didn’t build that. Somebody else made that happen.”  This 
quote given by President Obama in a campaign speech in 2012 brought a lot of criticism from 
people who had worked diligently and made many sacrifices to make their businesses successful.  
The implication of his remarks was that being smart and working hard do not guarantee success, 
but others have to help for success to happen.  This was an argument to attempt to justify moving 
our nation toward socialism.  In that system, the “help” comes from the federal government 
which “provides” by taking resources from those who have resources and given those resources 
to others so they can be successful.   
 To some extent, he was right.  There are no guarantees.  There are situations where smart 
people work hard and struggle all their lives while others who did not finish high school or go to 
college have accomplished amazing things.  The problem with his statement is that he is 
fundamentally wrong in his world view.  Socialism assumes that the government is the ultimate 
authority and has the responsibility to bring about what is assumed to be fairness.  It is thought 
that the role of government is to decide “winners” and “losers” even though they claim that (in 
their idealize world) there are only winners – everyone gets a trophy.  The government then takes 
on what we would understand to be the role of God.  The problem with the government taking on 
that role is that it does not have God’s resources, His wisdom, nor His power.  If governments 
find limitations in taking from those who have and giving to those who do not have (Robin Hood 
Role), then they attempt to take on the role of “creator” by printing money with the misguided 
notion that they are creating wealth.  The printed money is then given to the masses at the 
expense of devaluing the resources of the few who have acquired the majority of the resources 
by hard work, inheritance, or whatever means.   
 This is what happens when we become “practical atheists” in failing to recognize that the 
true Source of everything is the Creator God.  It is not just coincidental that the term Providence 
is a reference to God who is the Provider of everything we are and have or ever hope to be or 
will have.  In the account of Abraham and Isaac, we see in Isaac that all he was or had was 
provided for and to him.  In this we can see significant similarities to Christ.  In an earlier 
passage discussion we had noted that both Isaac and Jesus were sons according to God’s 
promise.  Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit and Isaac’s birth was possible only because of God’s 
power.  Jesus is the only begotten of the Father while Isaac was Abraham’s only true son by 
Sarah.  Jesus said nothing in His defense when he was mocked and on trial and Isaac who was 
mocked by Ishmael said nothing in return. 
 In Chapter 22, the comparison can be extended by noting that Jesus was delivered up to 
be sacrificed by the Father (Rom 8:32) and Isaac was placed on the altar by Abraham.  Jesus is 
the Son, doing nothing of Himself (John 5:19) and Isaac followed Abraham to Moriah and was 
subject to him.  What his father did, he accepted.  Also, Jesus rose from death and Abraham 
received Isaac back as from the dead. (Heb 11:19).   
 As we move into the account of God’s provision of a bride for Isaac, we will be able to 
note that the church was and is primarily of Gentiles (those far from God before Christ came) 
and  Isaac’s bride (a figure of the church) was brought to him from a far country.  Although it is 
not covered in this present study, other passages (related to Isaac) show us that Isaac was born, 
lived his entire life (except for a brief time in Gerar) in the promised land which can be 
compared to the fact that Jesus was the Son Who was in Heaven and never left His Father’s 



bosom.  As we read about Isaac, we find a man without distinctive character that would set him 
apart and Isaiah wrote that the Messiah would have no particular physical distinctiveness that 
would attract people to Him.  Finally, we know that Jesus is the inheritor of all things and all 
Isaac had he got by inheritance. 
 The longest chapter in Genesis is devoted to how a bride was provided for Isaac.  This 
would make us think that there are some important lessons for us to learn regarding God’s plan 
of salvation.  
 
The Assignment – 24:1-9 
1 Now Abraham was old, advanced in age; and the LORD had blessed Abraham in every way. 2 Abraham said to his 
servant, the oldest of his household, who had charge of all that he owned, “Please place your hand under my thigh, 3 

and I will make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, that you shall not take a wife for 
my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I live, 4 but you will go to my country and to my 
relatives, and take a wife for my son Isaac.” 5 The servant said to him, “Suppose the woman is not willing to follow 
me to this land; should I take your son back to the land from where you came?” 6 Then Abraham said to him, 
“Beware that you do not take my son back there! 7 “The LORD, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s 
house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and who swore to me, saying, ‘To your descendants I 
will give this land,’ He will send His angel before you, and you will take a wife for my son from there. 8 “But if the 
woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this my oath; only do not take my son back there.” 9 

So the servant placed his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and swore to him concerning this matter.  
Genesis 24:1-9 (NASB95) 
 We see evidence of God’s provision in the very first verse of this passage.  The Lord had 
blessed Abraham in every way.  God is the Provider and he blesses those who are His.  We must 
be careful to not try to think of God’s blessings only in terms of material things.  We need to 
keep in mind that God is Spirit and He is Eternal.  The real and lasting blessings are in this realm 
and not in the physical realm.  We know that Abraham had material wealth and servants, but we 
also see that God had blessed him with a long life.  He was 140 years old and would live another 
35 years.   
 Isaac was about forty years old and if he were to be the one through whom the promise of 
God to Abraham regarding his descendants was going to be fulfilled, then it would seem that it 
would be time (or maybe past time) for him to have a wife.  It is evident from the account that 
Abraham as the “father” is still very much in charge of what was happening in the family and 
among the servants.  He initiated the action that would lead to Isaac getting married so that he 
could have his own family.  Since Abraham was advanced in years, he used his chief servant to 
carry out his wishes which were very specific regarding the requirements of a suitable bride for 
Isaac.   
 There were three specific things that the chief servant was to observe.  The first, and 
likely the most important, was that the wife was not to be of Canaanite descent.  The reason 
given by most commentaries was that Abraham was aware of the terrible moral values of these 
people and saw the danger of being unequally yoked with such a person.  This specific 
requirement was taken seriously by succeeding generations and found its way into the Law of 
Moses that did not allow Israelite men to marry heathen women.  A specific list of who fits the 
description of heathens can be found in Deuteronomy 7:1-11.  This list included those who were 
living in Canaan.  It did not exclude all non-Israelites.   
 Another possible reason for excluding the descendants of Canaan was that he was the son 
of Ham who had been cursed by his father Noah.  The curse applied to the descendant of Ham, 
also.  Abraham was a descendant of Shem who had received a blessing from Noah that 
foreshadowed his descendants being a spiritual people who were likely acquainted with the God 



of Noah.  That would explain why the second requirement that Abraham’s servant was to follow 
was to go to the area where Abraham had lived prior to his being called by God.  There he would 
find a wife for Isaac who was a descendant of Shem.   
 The application for Christians today can be summed up by the counsel of Paul to the 
church at Corinth that we see in 2 Corinthians 6:14.  “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have 
with darkness?”   
 The third requirement was that was to be observed was that Isaac was not be taken back 
to Abraham’s ancestral land.  The concern regarding this requirement was tied to the significance 
of the covenant that God had made with Abraham with regard to the promise of the land of 
Canaan as the inheritance of Abraham’s descendants.  We see this specifically stated in verse 
seven.   
 There seemed to be an element of uncertainty regarding how successful the servant 
would be on his mission.  This uncertainty is seen in the provision that if the woman chosen to be 
the wife of Isaac was not willing to leave her home and go to Isaac, then the servant would not 
be held responsible for her refusal.   
 As the story unfolds we will see (as stated by Warren Wiersbe in Be Obedient) that God 
had chosen Rebekah for Isaac, as seen in His providential leading in each step of the way.  Yet 
Rebekah had to make her choice of Isaac. There is no conflict between divine sovereignty (God’s 
plan) and human responsibility (man’s choice). In fact, Jesus taught both in one statement: “All 
that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me [divine sovereignty], and him that cometh to Me 
[human responsibility] I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37) 
 
The Prayer – 24:10-14 
10 Then the servant took ten camels from the camels of his master, and set out with a variety of good things of his 
master’s in his hand; and he arose and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. 11 He made the camels kneel down 
outside the city by the well of water at evening time, the time when women go out to draw water. 12 He said, “O 
LORD, the God of my master Abraham, please grant me success today, and show lovingkindness to my master 
Abraham. 13 “Behold, I am standing by the spring, and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw 
water; 14 now may it be that the girl to whom I say, ‘Please let down your jar so that I may drink,’ and who answers, 
‘Drink, and I will water your camels also’—may she be the one whom You have appointed for Your servant Isaac; 
and by this I will know that You have shown lovingkindness to my master.”  Genesis 24:10-14 (NASB95) 
 Talk about stepping out in faith.  This chief servant was told to travel around 500 miles 
with a caravan of camels bearing gifts and provisions.  He was going into an area that was 
unknown to him and was going to arrive unannounced with a mission to find the ideal wife for 
Isaac.  It is not surprising that he prayed since he did not have a clue as to what he might find and 
how he would be received.   
 About the only thing he had to count on was the bold statement made by Abraham in 
verse seven: “The Lord will send His angel before you, and you will take a wife for my son from 
there.”  Armed with whatever confidence that had provided, he made the trip and arrived in the 
general area and then asked God for a specific sign of confirmation that he had been led to the 
right person. 
 Even while he was praying, the Lord was answering his prayer in that Rebekah arrived at 
the well.  Rebekah did not know that doing a humble task for a  stranger would be the start of a 
series of events that would result in her becoming the bride of a wealthy man who was in a 
covenant relationship with God.  She would become the mother of Jacob, and he would become 
the father of the twelve tribes of Israel!   
 



The Answer – 24:15-19 
15 Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah who was born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the wife of 
Abraham’s brother Nahor, came out with her jar on her shoulder. 16 The girl was very beautiful, a virgin, and no man 
had had relations with her; and she went down to the spring and filled her jar and came up. 17 Then the servant ran to 
meet her, and said, “Please let me drink a little water from your jar.” 18 She said, “Drink, my lord”; and she quickly 
lowered her jar to her hand, and gave him a drink. 19 Now when she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will 
draw also for your camels until they have finished drinking.”   Genesis 24:15-19 (NASB95) 
 As we had noted in the “testing of Abraham,” every situation we encounter in life can be 
a test that will produce information regarding what kind of a person we are.  That information is 
used by others and it is useful to us, individually.  As Warren Wiersbe pointed out, “The servant 
was evaluating Rebekah to see if she would make a good wife for Isaac. He could see that she 
was kind, pleasant, humble, healthy, and a hard worker. Watering ten camels is no easy job! 
After a long trek, a thirsty camel might drink as much as forty gallons of water; and Rebekah had 
to draw all that water by hand.” 
 To add to the amazing events of this account of God’s provision, we are told by various 
Bible scholars that Rebekah was probably fourteen years old.  Even at what we would consider 
to be quite young, she had responsibilities that were preparing her for life as an adult.  We can 
contrast that with what we find teenage children doing today.  Many of them are spending their 
time on social media or playing video games with little or no responsibility and consequentially 
they are failing to “grow up.”  This lack of maturity or late maturing is a fairly recent 
development even in our culture.  When George Washington was this same age, he was earning 
money as a land surveyor.   
 The Lord provided an answer for Abraham’s chief servant in every detail that he had 
requested.  As we might expect, since God was bringing all this together, Rebekah was more 
excellent than the servant had likely imagined.    
 From previous studies, we know that Rebekah and her family agreed to the proposal that 
Rebekah would become the bride of Isaac who was the son of Abraham and she returned to the 
land of Canaan with the servant.   
 The spiritual applications are many in this account.  It is evident that God had selected 
Rebekah for this role in His unfolding plan of salvation that would result in the coming of the 
Messiah Who would restore lost humanity back to God.  In the same way, God has selected each 
of us to be a part of His plan.  Rebekah became a participant in this plan by choice and by taking 
the appropriate action.  The same principle applies to each of us.  Those who are selected must 
make a personal decision to accept the invitation of God through the Holy Spirit to become a part 
of His plan in Christ Jesus to bring salvation to the world then to follow through by going where 
He leads and carrying out the work He has for us to do.    


