
OCTOBER 31, 1993

TROUBLE IN THE FAMILY
I think it is rather odd that children in a family, people who grew up together and loved one

another, would have a major falling out over which child received their deceased mother's rocking
chair.  I just made up  that example, but each of us has seen petty things cause significant rifts in
family relationships.  Maybe it is not so much the value of the rocking chair as it is a sense of being
treated unfairly that is the root of such problems.  We tend to have a very well tuned sense of fairness
and unfairness especially when we think we are being treated unfairly.  Children are especially
sensitive to the action of their parents toward their brothers or sisters.  The perception that our
brother or sister is being favored tends to cause us to build resentment toward them.  This kind of
feeling of bitterness developed in the twin sons of Isaac. 

We all know the story of how Abraham did not want Isaac to marry a Canaanite woman and
consequently sent his servant to his homeland to find a bride for Isaac.  God led the servant to a
relative of Abraham and a daughter of this relative named Rebekah agreed to go with Abraham's
servant to Canaan to be the wife of Isaac.  

GENESIS 25:19-21  Marrying cousins was not uncommon among the people of that time.
This practice was probably for the purpose of keeping racial purity in the extended family.  The text
refers to these people as being Syrians (KJV) or Arameans (NIV).  They were descendants of Noah's
son Shem who was given a blessing over his brother Canaan.  So, there may have been some feeling
of superiority on the part of Abraham's family when it came to the Canaanites.  

Rebekah appeared to not be able to have children.  As in the case of Sarah, this woman was
considered to be barren.  Isaac and Rebekah did not try to solve the barrenness problem the way
Abraham and Sarah did.  Instead Isaac asked God to solve the problem and God answered his prayer.

GENESIS 25:22-23  God answered Isaac's prayer in a double measure.  Rebekah became
pregnant with twins.  While she carried these babies they were so active that it seemed to her as if
they were fighting each other.  Of course, she wondered if they really were fighting and if so, what
this meant relative to the lives of her offspring.  There used to be a lot of concern or thought about
experiences that a woman would have during a pregnancy influencing the life of the child.  

It may have been just coincidence that the twins that Rebekah had struggled with each other
before they were born; however, this coincidence had significance in that it was a prediction of the
strife and competition that would surround the life of these two people.  When Rebekah asked God
what it meant she learned that these children were part of a grand plan of God to make two nations.
One of these nations would be used to fulfill the promise of God to Abraham regarding the fact that
all the nations of the earth would be blessed through him.  Tradition would have had this honor to
go to the first born, but God is sovereign and He chose to by-pass tradition.  In His omniscience, God
knew which child would develop the set of values that would be needed to be the head of the nation
out of which the Messiah would come.  Isaac and Rebekah did not have a clue as to why God made
the choices that He did.  It is also unlikely that they realized that the series of events that happened
in the family was all part of God's plan.  So many times we think that "things just happen" and do not
see the hand of God at work in our lives.  

GENESIS 25:24-26  When the children were born, Isaac and Rebekah had been married
about 20 years.  The fact that Rebekah was barren was mentioned earlier and this lapse of 20 years
confirms the difficulty she had in conceiving.  The first born was described as being reddish.  This may



have been red hair or just a ruddy complexion.  The child also was covered with hair.  This sometimes
happens when babies are born that they have a lot of very fine body hair that soon comes out.  The
child was named Esau, a name which may mean hairy.  As it turns out, as he grew up, he had a
nickname of "red."  The is the origin of the name Edom (red) that was given to the nation that was
the descendants of Esau.  

When the second child was born, he grabbed the heel of the first one.  This seemingly
insignificant event took on great meaning in that he was named Jacob which could mean  "grabber."

GENESIS 25:27-28  It is interesting to see the different interest that children develop as they
grow up.  Obviously, Esau and Jacob were not identical twins.  They did not have the same
appearance and they certainly did not have the same interests.  Esau enjoyed hunting and being
outside.  Jacob was more interested in things at home.  It is not unexpected that Isaac would be closer
to Esau and Rebekah would be closer to Jacob.  

Esau was like so many young men today.  Their whole life is sports.  They have very few
serious thoughts and have no extra time for career or family or community.  Jacob was probably like
a few children you see who behave as adults and have mature, adult interests by the time they are six
years old.  It is not difficult to figure out which person is really going to be successful in life.  This
difference in ability to recognize and see priorities and to live a disciplined life in order to accomplish
what is worthwhile was dramatically illustrated in an incident that happened involving Jacob and
Esau.

GENESIS 25:29-34  Esau thought only of the present moment and what it would take to
make him happy now.  He was the type person that we see being appealed to in the beer ad that says,
"You only go around once in life, so grab all the gusto you can."  It is a "live for the moment and
forget about tomorrow" type outlook on life.  It is truly a tragic way to live life and  waste the
opportunities in life.  Jacob, on the other hand, was always on the look out for opportunities to get
in a better position or to be more successful.  He wanted to be successful more than anything.
Admittedly, his definition of success needed to be directed and refined, but he had the "fire in the gut"
type drive that is a key factor in being successful.  He was focused on goals in his life and he looked
at every situation relative to how he might accomplish his goal.  

Can we apply this same type of intensity and focus in our Christian walk?  Absolutely!  First
of all be need to get our goal right and that is to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.  Christ
is to be our very life as Paul said, "The life I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God
Who loved me and gave Himself for me." (Gal 2:20, Rom 8:29)  Next, we are to look in every
situation for ways that this goal is being accomplished in our lives.  Again, as Paul said in Romans
8:28, "For we know that all things work together for good to them who love the Lord, to them who
are the called according to His purpose."  This changes our whole outlook on life and causes us to
cooperate with God as He goes about molding us and making us after His will.


