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DECEPTION IN THE FAMILY
Who can you trust?  That's not an unusual question.  It matters very little if the setting is in

the highest levels of government, in the business world, at church or in the family; the question of
being able to trust each other is key to being able to function and to carry out things that need to be
done.  One of the most damaging deeds to trust is deception.  It is especially damaging in family
relationships since it communicates a lack of care and genuine love for the other person.

Why would one person deceive another person?  A general generic guess at a reason would
be simply this:  to gain advantage for one at the expense of the other.  Think of the message that such
action sends to another person.  It says, "I think only of myself and what I want and I care nothing
for you."  It is a classic example of putting things ahead of people.  It is what is behind the old adage,
"Let the buyer beware."  Now while we may have our defenses up and be on the look out for possible
deception when we go into the market place to buy something, we normally do not have the defenses
up in a family situation.  As a consequence, deception in the family is especially damaging to the
person who is deceived and to the relationship.  In spite of all the bad consequences, some people will
go to any length and use any means to get their way.  We see the creativeness that deception sparks
in the case of Jacob and Esau and the stolen blessing.

GENESIS 27:6-8  The blessing and the birthright are not significant issues in our society.
These were extremely important in the world in which Abraham,  Isaac, and Jacob lived.  The
birthright was the assurance that the first born son would receive the largest share of the inheritance.
Usually, this share was a double portion.  If there we nine heirs, then the birthright would give the
eldest son 20 percent of the estate while the others would get ten percent each.  The first born son
could not be denied this right without cause since it was protected by law.  If there were sufficient
cause, then the right might be lost as in the case of Reuben who committed incest by sleeping with
his father's concubine.  The birthright could also be sold as in the case of Esau who sold his favored
position to Jacob for a piece of bread and a bowl of soup.  The blessing did not involve the
inheritance of wealth but the conference of power or the right of leadership in the extended family
or klan.  Apparently, Isaac was thinking that his effectiveness as the leader of the family was nearing
an end and he was ready to pass on the mantle of leadership to Esau.  

Rebekah overheard the plan of Isaac to bless Esau and she did not want that to happen.
Rebekah wanted the leadership role to go to Jacob.  It is my suspicion that what she really wanted
was to be the one in control herself and since she was closer to Jacob than to Esau figured that her
influence would be greater if Jacob were the designated leader.  In fact, she was already in control
of Jacob as indicated in the eighth verse where she instructed him to do all that she has told
(commanded) him to do.

While Esau was out stalking a deer so that he could carry out the wishes of Isaac, Rebekah
was home fixing  goat meat to fool Isaac.

GENESIS 27:15-17  One lie leads to another, it has been said and we could add to that
"deception begets deceptions."  Usually one bit of trickery is not enough.  First it was goat meat
disguised as venison, now it is wearing the clothes of someone else and covering up the bear spots
with goat skin.  So often in life we attempt to flavor up the common place to make it appear to be
something that it is not.  Many people put on the garb of Christianity (go to church, sing in the choir,
serve on the board) without ever having been born again.  There is plenty of deception still around.
Sometimes the tragedy of deception is that we are the ones being deceived.



It is one thing to appear to be something that we are not (image is everything or so the adage
goes); it is quite another thing to act the part of something you are not.  Jacob was all dressed up but
he still needed to play the role to pull off the deception.

GENESIS 27:18-20  Apparently, Esau and Jacob sounded enough alike that Isaac could not
be sure who was speaking to him when Jacob called to him.  When he responded to Isaac's question,
he had to lie about who he was to keep up the deception.  He then lied about what he had done, he
lied about the nature of the food that Isaac was to eat and finally he invoked the name to God to try
to give all of the deception some credibility.  

I think there are many nominal Christians who live in this kind of deception all the time.  They
have never been born again and yet when asked if they are saved will tell you a resounding "yes!"
They brag about all that they have done for the kingdom of God and if it were examined it would be
found to be work for the Boy Scouts and the Kawanis Club -- not that there is anything wrong with
these fine organizations, they are not the kingdom of God anymore than goat meat is deer meat.  A
lot of churches have sermon given in them Sunday after Sunday that are all very interesting, but the
source of the message and the philosophy behind it is humanism rather than the principles and
message  of the word of God.  All this goes on under the umbrella of the "church" and many fail to
see the deception that it there since the name of God is invoked about what is being done.  

GENESIS 27:21-23  Isaac was suspicious that something was amiss.  Even though he could
not see well he could tell that everything did not fit together really well.  He tried to check out his
concerns by getting closer to Jacob and because he could not see, he had to rely on feeling.  His
conclusion was that he sounded like Jacob but he felt like Esau.  Based on his feeling, he bless Jacob.

A precaution for us in the church is that we are being deceived by what has been called the
"feel good gospel."  We don't tell anyone about sin and the consequences of it.  We don't want to
mention anything that is negative, we just want everyone to feel good about themselves. Even though
it sound like humanism it make us feel good and we give our blessing to it by saying, "that was a
really good message."  

GENESIS 27:24-27  Even though Isaac could not see well and he had suspicions, the
deception was done so well that further checking was not able to prove anything.  Isaac was relying
on all the senses he had.  His hearing, his feeling, and not his sense of smell.  The three was giving
him mixed signals:  hearing said "no" and feeling and sense of smell said "yes."  So Isaac took a vote
and it was two to three in favor of the deception.  This may be a good lession for all of us to learn.
If what we are being told causes us serious question about its validity - it doesn't sound right, it
doesn't feel right, or it doesn't smell right, then we need to be reluctant to bless it.  

What Isaac was lacking was the ability to see.  If he could have seen clearly, then he would
have been able to tell the difference between Jacob and Esau and he could not have been deceived.
Our best protection is to have spiritual insight that is provided by the Holy Spirit (one of the Gifts of
the Spirit is discernment) in our lives.


