
So many times when churches emphasis the topic of stewardship the subject centers on
tithing. There are many references in the Bible to tithing and the fact that God considers it
important; however, tithing is not the only kind of giving that we should consider. 

One of the earliest mentions of tithing in the Scriptures is the incident of Abraham giving a
tithe to Melchizedek, the king of Salem, the priest of the most high God.  God had given him
victory over the bandits that had ransacked the area and kidnaped Lot.  There are other examples
where a person gave or promised to give a tenth to God in response to an encounter or blessing
from God.  You are all familiar with the story of Jacob and how he had to leave home because he
feared for his life after cheating his brother and deceiving his father.  On his way to go live with
his uncle, he had a dream and all of us have heard of Jacob's ladder.  In that dream, God repeated
the covenant promise to Jacob. 

GENESIS 28:12-19  Jacob went to sleep fearfully and full of anxiety, he awaked with a
sense of assurance and confidence. This was by no means a complete conversion of the schemer
that he was; however, he did realize the possibilities of being in God's camp. Now, instead of just
being full of fear, he was full of awe. He named the place Bethel, which means the House of God. 
The significance of the event is not realized without a response.  Jacob did respond. 

GENESIS 28:20-22  A first examination of this response of Jacob seems rather
self-serving and in Jacob's mind it may have been.  However, there is a truth here that speaks to
the fact that we have nothing that God does not provide.  We cannot give a tithe to Him until He
has first given to us. This reinforces the fact that God is the owner of everything and that we are
not the source of what we have.  A realization of this relationship is a statement of faith.  The
work of faith that should follow this realization is that we tithe.  This is what Jacob promised to
do. 


