
GUIDED BY GOD 
 
There is a musical play entitled "Fiddler on the Roof" that is about a 

group of Russian Jews that were persecuted by the government.  The main 
character is an older Jewish man who carries on a continuous conversation 
with God.  At one point he says something to the effect  "Yes. I know that we 
are the chosen people, but couldn't you have chosen someone else and given 
us a break?"  

 I would imagine that when young Joseph was down in the well or when 
he was sold in the slave markets of Egypt did not give a lot of thought to his 
being one of the chosen people.  God had appeared to Abraham.  Isaac had 
interceded with God on behalf of his barren wife and had his prayers answered. 
 Jacob had significant experiences at Bethel and Jabbok: but Joseph was just a 
kid. One thing that he knew for sure was that he was in a lot of trouble. Yet, 
from God=s perspective, everything was under control.  From God=s 
perspective, everything was right on schedule.  Joseph was indeed one of 
God=s chosen people and God had a special task for him to do.  Did Joseph 
know this?  I doubt that he had a clue as to what was doing in his life at that 
time.  Because of his upbringing he knew that he was to be faithful to the God 
of his fathers: the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

What about us?  Do we sense that we are God's chosen people?  We 
probably don't dwell on the subject a lot; however, we do know that we are to 
be faithful to God and we should know that we must depend on Him. Trust and 
obedience were all that Joseph had and these were enough for him B these will 
be enough for us, also.  

GENESIS 39:1 The thing that would happen to Joseph could be viewed 
as a series of tests that were to prove his character.  His being bought as a 
slave and becoming a part of the household of Potiphar was a significant test.  
He could have done only what he was forced to do and could have been surly 
and angry about his lot in life; however, he did not do that.  Instead, he took 
initiative and demonstrated to Potiphar and to himself that he was a person of 
character.   

GENESIS 39:2-6a His devotion to God was noticed by Potiphar and he 
saw that God had blessed Joseph. He passed this test and was rewarded for his 
efforts in a very short time.  He was made overseer of all of Potiphar's 
household.  If God had not been involved, then Joseph would have had it 
made as a slave. He would have had a good job and been very, well cared for.  
(He had job security with responsibility and did not lack for anything material.) 
 However, God had other plans for Joseph.    

The next test was in the form of a seductive woman.  Potiphar's wife 
tried to seduce Joseph; but, he recognized that to yield to such temptation 
would cause him to be disloyal not only to Potiphar but also to God.  Before 
when Joseph passed the test he was rewarded with a good job. This time, it 
seems that his goodness is penalized because he is thrown into prison.   

Being unjustly thrown into prison was another test.  Once again, Joseph 
passed the test of not complaining and shrinking into a shell but showed what 
kind of character he had. This time his passing the test would appear to result 
in a reward -- he was made a trustee in charge of all the other prisoners.  



The next tests came in the form of interpreting dreams for two 
prisoners.  Joseph passed these tests by giving a truthful answer to both 
men even though one was good news and the other was bad news.  
Sometimes the hardest thing for us to do is to tell a person something 
negative about himself. The mark of a good leader is being able to level with 
other people even when the message is not good news. The other part of this 
test was that Joseph acknowledged that his ability to tell the meaning of 
these dreams came from God. He did not attempt to claim credit for it. 
(Gen. 40:8)   Joseph did ask the cupbearer to put in a good word for him with 
the Pharaoh when the cupnbearer was released from prison.  What did the 
cupbearer do?  Forgot all about it!  Or so it seemed.  In this case the 
faithfulness of Joseph was rewarded only after a long delay of two years. 

You know the account of Pharaoh=s two dreams and the opportunity that 
was given to Joseph to come before Pharaoh.  Again, here was another test.  
Pharaoh was a pagan Emperor who had power of life or death over his subjects 
and Joseph stood before him and declared that his God was adequate to do 
what the Egyptian gods could not do (Gen. 41:16).  

The famine that the dreams of Pharaoh warned about would need to be 
prepared for.  Joseph recognized that fact whether anyone else did or not and 
he suggested the way to get ready would be to chose an astute person to be in 
charge of gathering and storing up food of the famine years. Pharaoh thought 
that this was a good idea.  It is what you do when you don=t have to that 
make the difference when it is too late. 

Can we apply this same reasoning to our lives?  We haven=t seen a 
famine in our country but we do have economic cycles of good times and poor 
times.  Notice how much Joseph told them to put aside during the good years 
B a double tithe.  

Genesis 41:38-44   Pharaoh was quite a politician. He looked around 
to all his ministers and asked for the names of candidates that had access to 
the same God that showed Joseph what these dreams meant. No one said 
anything, so Pharaoh made his choice known. It was obvious who should be 
placed in charge of the program.  In fact, Joseph was to be in charge of all of 
Egypt B everything except Pharaoh himself.  Was this a reward.  Each time 
Joseph was tested he had been faithful to God and in some instances it would 
appear that he was rewarded and at other times it would appear that he was 
penalized for doing what was right.  

These examples point out the danger of trying to figure out Acause and 
effect@ of things that happen an our lives. These things that happened to 
Joseph were neither reward nor penalty but were designed to put Joseph in 
place to save his family from the effects of famine, to preserve the chosen 
people of God. If Joseph had considered only his own personal situation and 
had judged things in light of his satisfaction and comfort, then he would he 
been confused about doing the right things in life, about being faithful to God. 



Whether the consequences of being faithful are seen as Agood,@ Abad@, or Aslow 
in coming@ faithfulness is always the best choice.  

Some ten to twelve years prior to this time, young Joseph had been a 
houseboy with little responsibility in life. His life was rather uncomplicated and 
would have been relatively easy.  But God wanted him involved in things that 
made a difference.  I don=t believe that God wants us to ever sit back and 
think that we have it made.  There is always something to do in the Kingdom 
of God.  But notice that Joseph did not Amake it happen@ but God was guiding 
where he was going. God was the initiator.  Joseph=s part was to trust and be 
obedient.  

GENESIS 41:46-52  The great yield of crops was not because of 
anything that Joseph did. His success was a matter of being in God=s will and 
being available to God.  He had passed the tests that had proven his character 
and more and more responsibility had been given to him. Joseph showed that 
Ahe that is faithful in the small things will also be faithful in much@. God is 
guiding our lives and wants to use us to bring about the objectives of the 
Kingdom of God; however, we so often do not pass the tests that come our 
way.  We complain and sulk and do not make the best of the situations and 
circumstances that we are in and, in effect, are not faithful in the small things. 
 We can start right now to do that.  We need to see ourselves as part of God=s 
chosen people and realize that God wants to use us to accomplish his 
purposes.  We need to see every experience that comes our way as an 
opportunity to fulfill God=s will and let God make something good out of it. 
 


