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THE ABILITY TO BLESS

I guess all of us have know someone, perhaps as we were growing up, that had a profound
influence on our lives.  This person may have been a teacher, a friend of the family, or a grandparent
that gave to us a bit of wisdom, a technique to use in difficult situations, an appreciation for prayer,
or may have been the person who introduced us to Jesus.  Our confession of experiencing such a
person might be that he or she had really blessed our life.  People have the ability to be a blessing to
others and to bring enrichment to those around them by a friendly smile, an encouraging word, a
understanding touch in the time of difficulty, and even just being there when needed.  

In a Biblical sense, to bless someone was the act of declaring or wishing God's favor and
goodness upon others.  When we pray for someone we know (or even those we don't know but have
just heard about) we are blessing that person.  Our church has begun a prayer ministry in which every
person in the local body has someone who has agreed to pray for them every day.  Some of the
people on my list I barely know; however, I do know that every person needs a closer walk with
Jesus, I know that every person needs to come to a complete surrender of their life to Jesus, I know
that every person needs to reach out to someone else in love and compassion, and I know that every
person needs daily bread (spiritual as well as physical) from the hand of the Father.  I can pray as the
apostle John "that they prosper and be in health even as their soul prospers."  You and I have the
ability to bless.

During the time of the patriarchs, an official blessing was passed on to family members,
usually near the time of death of an elder family member.  We saw the case of Isaac blessing Jacob
and as Jacob approached the end of his life he was ready to pass on a blessing to his descendants.

GENESIS 48:9-11  As Jacob approached the end of his life he was ready to pass on the
blessing to his descendants.  Jacob was going to bless the two sons of Joseph.  This was a little
unusual in that he was blessing his grandchildren.  You recall that Joseph was the first born of his first
love, Rachael.  Of course, Joseph was Jacob's favorite son.  So in blessing the two sons of Joseph,
Jacob was, in effect, giving a double portion of the inheritance to Joseph.

Jacob's eyesight had failed to the point that he had trouble recognizing the two boys and
probably had little contact with them before,  but he loved them because they were the sons of
Joseph.  This is unconditional love based on who they were and not on what they had done.  This is
the kind of love that God gives to us, His children.  It is relationally based and not dependent on
performance.

As he looked back over his life, Jacob could recognize that he had been bless by God.  As
evidence of that blessing he had experienced being reunited with Joseph whom he thought was dead.
And not only that, but also, he had lived to see Joseph's offspring.  It is because God has blessed us
that we can bless others.

GENESIS 48:12-14  I would think that Joseph was sitting there talking with his dad and had
the two boys in his lap.  As the blessing ritual was about to begin, Joseph put the boys down and he
himself bowed before his father to show the deep respect and honor that was due to a father.  It also
was a way of his thanking his father for choosing him (his sons) to receive the double portion.  

Joseph then guided his sons toward the elder Jacob.  Since Manasseh was the older of the two
Joseph was going to have Jacob's right hand be on him and his left hand on Ephraim.  This was the
obvious thing to do since it was traditional.  However, Jacob deliberately reach out and put his right
hand on the younger child.  Just as God had chosen Jacob the younger son of Isaac rather than Esau,
Jacob exercised choice in the matter of which son of Joseph would receive the greater blessing.  

GENESIS 48:15-16  In blessing the two sons of Joseph, Jacob was in effect blessing Joseph.
After all, what could Joseph do with the blessing except to pass it on to his sons?  The sense of
responsibility for improving the future through ones descendants was very strong.  Such a sense of
responsibility was felt by your parents in that they worked to try to help you have a better life than
they had.  You felt the same responsibility in trying to pass on such a legacy to your children.  I fear
that many in our present generation have lost that sense of responsibility and are living just for the
moment.  As a consequence, children are neglected and abused and the future of our nation stands



in jeopardy because of this.
As Jacob pronounced the blessing on the sons of Joseph, he call upon God to bless them.

This is significant in that we need to realize that we are not the source of blessing, but it is God alone.
Our ability to bless is rooted in the fact that we can call upon the name of the Lord.  Jacob identified
God to Whom he referred as the One Who walked with Abraham and Isaac.  He was also the God
Who had provided "daily bread" for him all of his life.  Jacob also acknowledge God as the One Who
was responsible for the change in his life when he struggled with God at Peniel and became Israel
rather than Jacob.  Jacob recognized this transformation as being redeemed from all evil.  

The blessing that Jacob asked God to give the lads was to let the "name"  or nature of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob be with them and their descendants.  In Abraham we see the "Father"
nature of God.  In Isaac we see the "Son" nature of God.  In Jacob we see the impact of the
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit transforming a life of trickery and deceit into a person who had
power with God.  In other word, this blessing would be that the world could see and know God
through the descendants of these boys.  God wants us to be that way in our lives, that the world could
know Him because of His nature being revealed in us.  

GENESIS 48:17-19  Apparently, Joseph had closed his eyes (as we do in prayer) was the
elder Jacob pronounced the blessing on the two boys.  When he looked up, he saw that Jacob had
crossed his hands so that his right hand was on the head of Ephraim and his left hand was on the head
of Manasseh.  The influence of tradition was so strong that Joseph tried to physically switch Jacob's
hands, thinking that his father had just made a mistake.  But no mistake was made, it was a deliberate
choice.  In the same way, God chooses us, not based on any merit that we might have but based on
His grace and love.  It is not by status of birth or even by works of righteousness that we have done,
but according to His unmerited favor and His unconditional love that He saves us.


