
GOD’S WILL, MY PRIORITY

How many of us have enough time to get everything done that we have to do?  Is this not the
way we do life? “I have to do this and I have to do that.  I would like to do this other thing, but I
have to do something else.”  We could substitute the word “must” or “need” for “have” and we get
the same idea.  There are many so-called demands on our lives for time and resources.  It almost
seems as if we move from one crisis situation to another.  We do what we (need, must, have) to and
feel as if we had a good day if another crisis did not come up.

How can we possibly deal with this kind of stress?  I can tell you objectively how to do it.
List everything that creates a demand on your time and other resources.  Divide your list into “have
to’s” and “want to’s” and maybe even “nice to do.”  Try it sometime.  I would image that you already
made such a list in your mind in the last few seconds -- it may not be very complete, but some things
came to mind.  How many things are on your “have to” list that are related to the work of God’s
Kingdom?  For a typical Christian who is not in vocational Christian work, the short list of items
related to the work of the Kingdom is very short, indeed.

If the question had been, “What is the most important, number one priority in your life?” most
Christians who are in the category of “committed or dedicated Christians” would know that the
correct answer is “Jesus.”  Knowing is a result of the process of being involved in Sunday School
lessons, hearing good sermons, listening to tapes, and reading religious literature.  Doing is a different
matter.  Why is there a disconnect between knowing and doing?  The answer to that question may
help us better appreciate the situation among the Jews during Haggai’s days.

In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came through the prophet
Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest:  This is what
the LORD Almighty says: "These people say,  'The time has not yet come for the Lord's house to be built.'"  Then the
word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai:  "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled
houses, while this house remains a ruin?"  Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: "Give careful thought to your
ways.  You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have
your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm.  You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it." Haggai
1:1-6

The message God sent was addressed to two leaders He had raised up.  Haggai was the
messenger.  The responsibility for action was with the leaders rather than with the messenger.
Zerubbabel and Joshua were the leaders for civil and religious matters for Judah.  Zerubbabel is a
descendant of David and is listed in the genealogy of Jesus.  Joshua had the title of high priest.  His
name is the same as that give to Jesus (the Hebrew equivalent is Joshua).  These two are
representatives of Jesus in His Lordship over the physical and the spiritual affairs of the world.  In
the world today, we (Christians) have the responsibility of being representatives (ambassadors) of
Jesus.  Any equivalent message today would be to us as the “Body of Christ.”

In Haggai’s time, the foundation of the Temple had been built some 17 years before.  The people had
begun with much enthusiasm but that enthusiasm cooled with some opposition from their enemies.
 Nothing was happening.  Apparently, they had a good foundation.

Do we find any parallel to our situation?  In our Christian walk, we talk about a foundation:
 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.’  (1 Cor.
3:11).  When we became a Christian, we obtained our foundation.  It is the right foundation.  Now
the word of the Lord comes to us to proceed with the building process.  We are to be growing and
building up the Temple of God on the foundation He has provided.  The growth and building process
is to occur in two areas.  The first is internal growth.  This speaks of our devotional life.  Jude



concluded his brief letter with a prayer that said, in part, “But ye, beloved, building up yourselves
on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.”  The second part is external growth.  This refers
to the expression of the church in the world.  These things include reaching out into the community,
ministering to needs of those around us, teaching, fellowshiping, and evangelizing.

We know we are not doing an adequate job of building the temple of God on the foundation
we already have.  Why?  Most often, the reason given is “I don’t have time.”  What was the excuse
of the Jews?   "These people say,  'The time has not yet come for the Lord's house to be built.'” Is this
not another way of saying, “We haven’t found time to work on the Temple?”  What was God’s reply
through Haggai?  "Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house
remains a ruin?"  It is as if God were saying, “Well, you had time to do other things, and you choose
to neglect My house.”  What is our Number 1 priority?  We say “Jesus Christ and His Church” but
we do “me and my house.”


