
REBUKING DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOR 
Hosea 4:1-6, 12-14 

 

 In years past, a significant number of messages from our churches’ pulpits addressed the 

issue of behaviors that were harmful to people.  When was the last time you heard a sermon on 

the evils of alcohol or of tobacco use?  What about such things as pornography?  I can remember 

when I heard sermons and sometimes just casual comments about the dangers of going to 

movies.   

 You can probably think of many other things that people do that are destructive to not 

only the individual, but also to a family unit, to an organization, to a nation, or even to the world 

itself.  If you started making a list of such issues, you would begin to see that someone 

somewhere is probably trying to do things that would put an end to behaviors that are thought to 

harm people or the environment.  There are many politically hot topics today that are addressing 

concerns that some think are harmful.  Interestingly, alcohol, tobacco, pornography, and movies 

are not given much attention.  Instead we see things such as global warming, carbon emissions, 

genetically modified crops, misuse of inoculations for babies, abortion, overuse of antibiotics, 

unprotected sex acts, using growth hormones in animals used for our food supply, use of illegal 

drugs, over prescribed legal drugs, promiscuous behavior, cohabitation outside of marriage, same 

gender marriage, etc.  

 It would seem that humans have the ability to be very inventive to discover ways to 

destroy ourselves and the environment.  Destructive behavior was not God’s intent when He put 

Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  Jesus addressed this issue in John 10:10 when He said 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full.”  From this we learn that destructive behavior has as its ultimate origins with 

the devil and since he is the master of deception, we will find that many of the things that can 

harm us are initially put forth as something for our benefit.  For example, if we give people free 

food to keep them from starving, we run the risk of destroying their incentive to become 

productive persons who will work to improve their lives and the lives of those around them.  

 Bad behavior has been around for a long time.  In ancient Israel, God had His prophets 

address the real issues that were the root causes of behaviors that damaged people and the land.  

These issues were spiritual poverty, disregard for Godly principles, lack of leadership, and the 

adoption of wrong ideas and philosophies.   

 

Spiritual Decay – 4:1 
1 

Listen to the word of the LORD, O sons of Israel, For the LORD has a case against the inhabitants of the land, 

Because there is no faithfulness or kindness Or knowledge of God in the land.  Hosea 4:1 (NASB95) 
 God had Hosea address the nation of Israel as if He were a plaintiff who was taking the 

nation to a court of law to bring charges against them.  The problem was with the “sons of Israel” 

or the citizens of the Northern Kingdom.  These are also referred to as inhabitants of the land.  

These various descriptions were likely used to call attention to the fact that the people who were 

being charged had an obligation for responsible behavior.  The fact that they were descendants of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel) who had been chosen for special blessings from God meant 

that they had responsibility to keep the covenant relationship that God had initiated with 

Abraham and renewed with Israel.  They were also obligated to keep the covenant that God had 

established through Moses that was tied to their being given possession of the land that had been 

promised to Abraham and his descendants.  Being inhabitants of the Promised Land was a great 

blessing which called for responsible behavior.   



 The fact that they were not acting responsibly was evidenced by a lack of faithfulness, 

lack of kindness and a lack of knowledge of God.  The idea of the Hebrew word translated as 

“faithfulness” in the NAS embraces the concept of “truth” which is the term used in the KJV.  If 

the foundational beliefs of a nation are not based on absolute truth (read that as the Word of 

God), then whether the people were faithful or not doesn’t really matter.  It is vitally important to 

start with the truth and then to be faithful to the truth.  The source of truth is God Whom we can 

know through His word (written and living).  If we were to get back to basics, then we have to 

begin with knowing God.   

 The people of Israel had neglected this first step by being influenced by the pagan culture 

which they had allowed to creep into their society through trying to be tolerant and by laziness 

and neglect that resulted from apathy on their part.  This is exactly where we are today in our 

nation.  The majority of the people are Biblically ignorant.  They do not know God and they do 

not care.  It is not a concern with most people.   

 Without an intimate knowledge of God and being influenced by His character, then 

people are left with being driven by pride, arrogance, greed (or envy) and selfishness.  If these 

are the driving forces in our lives, then there is no room for mercy and kindness.  It is also not 

surprising that people would fail to act with good or Godly behavior since they do not know the 

truth.  The inevitable result is a culture that is characterized by lawlessness.   

 

Lawless Society – 4:2-3 
2 

There is swearing, deception, murder, stealing and adultery. They employ violence, so that bloodshed follows 

bloodshed. 
3 

Therefore the land mourns, And everyone who lives in it languishes Along with the beasts of the field 

and the birds of the sky, And also the fish of the sea disappear.  Hosea 4:2-3 (NASB95) 
 It is obvious from the first chapter of Hosea’s prophecy that Israel had turned to other 

gods and had likely participated in worshiping idols of pagan deities.  These acts were in direct 

violation of the first two of the Ten Commandments.  The results of this turning away from God 

had consequences such as Hosea listed in verse two.  Swearing usually involved using God’s 

name and if the issue was making oaths that were not kept, then this action would have been a 

violation of the third Commandment which was a prohibition against taking the name of the 

Lord in vain.  Deception would be closely associated with inappropriate or insincere oaths and 

would include what we would normally call lying.  This was a violation of the ninth 

commandment.  He also named murder (sixth commandment), stealing (eighth commandment) 

and adultery (seventh commandment).  That just leaves the Sabbath observance, honoring 

parents, and not envying that he did not include in the list of indictments against the people.  My 

guess is that the majority of the Israelites had violated those also.   

 God had already warned them through Moses that many curses would come upon the 

people and the land if they failed to obey Him.  For people living the Middle East, the most 

common problem for “the land” was drought.  In Deuteronomy 28:24 God said that the rain on 

the land would be like powder and dust if they did not follow His commands.  The immediate 

results of long periods of drought are that all living things weaken and die.  In an agricultural 

economy, there would be serious consequences that would affect everyone.   

 In our part of the world, we have a variety of potential problems that can and have caused 

our land to suffer.  The “dust bowl” of the 1930s was a significant problem that was overlaid on 

top of any already devastating financial collapse called the Great Depression.  Our nation had 

enjoyed some good times of the “roaring twenties” and the affluence brought on excesses of 

immoral behavior.  This was followed by economic ruin and agricultural disaster in the nation’s 

bread basket.  Add to this the world wide calamity of the Second World War and the great loss of 



life and wealth caused by the war, and our nation heeded the “wake-up” call with a return to 

focusing on spiritual and family values.   

 Coming out of these hard times was long and hard and we started experiencing success 

and boom times in the 1990s which resulted in excess in immorality and overt rejection of God 

as being the foundation for our society.  As a result we are seeing a series of events that cause 

“the land” to mourn or suffer.  Witness such things as earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes, and 

fires that affect vast regions of our nation.  Add to this the tragedy of 9-11 and the economic 

mess that we are in with the ever-expanding national debt and we can readily identify with what 

was happening in Israel in the eight century BC.   

 We may be further along the path to ruin than Israel was in Hosea’s time.  The problem 

he wrote about used verbs in the future tense.  He said “it shall happen” and when talk about our 

situation, we can truthfully say, “it is happening.”  Apparently, there was a disconnect in the 

minds of most of the people with regard to the problems they were having and their disregard of 

and rebellion against God.  We definitely have this problem in our nation.  The problem for them 

as well as for us can be found in the leadership of the nation.    

 

 Failed Leadership – 4:4-6 
4 
Yet let no one find fault, and let none offer reproof; For your people are like those who contend with the priest. 

5 
So 

you will stumble by day, And the prophet also will stumble with you by night; And I will destroy your mother. 
6 

My 

people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being 

My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.  Hosea 4:4-6 (NASB95) 
 Several different idea have been suggested as to what verses 4 and 5 really mean.  One 

idea is that God is telling the people who see that the nation was on the road to ruin to just be 

quiet since those who had gone away from and rebelled against God were not going to listen.  

The reference to them being like those who contend with (or strive against) the priest may be 

related to an incident recorded in Numbers regarding the sons of Korah who challenged the 

leadership of Aaron and were destroyed by the earth opening up in an apparent earthquake.  The 

idea is that you would be casting your pearls before swine.  It would seem that we have reached 

such a point in our culture.  Those who are in the camp of the secular humanists are not going to 

listen to anyone who believes in God or contends there is any absolute morality.   

 Another idea is that this message is addressed to the priests and they were being told to 

stop finding fault and stop upbraiding the people because the problem was not so much with the 

people as it was with the sorry leadership they were providing.  With regard to people who 

contend with the priest, this could mean that the people saw the error of those in leadership and 

they are protesting the bad decisions.  It is like the situation in our nation today in that the 

majority of the people think that abortion for any reason is wrong and yet the leadership in our 

nation have passed laws that declare such practices to be OK.  Another example would be the 

same-gender marriage issue.  The majority of the people do not agree with such perversion and 

yet the leadership insists on making it the law of the land.  The majority of people do not agree 

with federally-mandated government-run health care and now it is being forced on the people.  

The message to the leadership was to stop the blame game and provide responsible leadership.   

 In either case, those who are in error will fail (stumble in broad-open daylight) and those 

who are advising them behind the scenes will be proven to be false prophets (stumble at night).  

The bottom line is that the nation will be ruined (the “mother” will be destroyed) because of 

ignorance of the truth.  Those who govern by lies and false and faulty principles can succeed 

only to the point that they keep the people in the dark by obscuring the truth.  Today, such 

practices are happening by rewriting history to deny the basic Judeo-Christian principles upon 



which our nation was founded.  It is happening in our seminaries where liberal theologians deny 

the reality of the resurrection and the virgin birth.   

 God’s indictment on such leadership was that He would reject them because they had 

rejected the truth.  Truth gets rejected when people reject God as being the sovereign Lord of the 

Universe.  If you deny God and reject Him, then you automatically reject truth.  The rejection of 

the leadership for those who abandoned God’s laws would extend to the next generation.  In the 

case of the leadership in Israel, the sons of the priests would normally become the next 

generation of priests and the sons of king would become the next generation of civic leaders.  

This pattern was going to end by a cataclysmic disruption of the nation being defeated and the 

people dispersed.   

 What is it going to take in our nation for the succession of bad leadership to be 

interrupted so that we don’t keep sending sorry leadership back to the nation’s capital to enact 

more bad laws that are contrary to the principles of the Word of God?  Basically, it is not going 

to happen unless we (as a nation) turn back to God and work to heal the broken relationship we 

have with God.   

 

Sick Religion – 4:11-14 
11 

Harlotry, wine and new wine take away the understanding. 
12 

My people consult their wooden idol, and their 

diviner’s wand informs them; For a spirit of harlotry has led them astray, And they have played the harlot, departing 

from their God. 
13 

They offer sacrifices on the tops of the mountains And burn incense on the hills, Under oak, 

poplar and terebinth, Because their shade is pleasant. Therefore your daughters play the harlot And your brides 

commit adultery. 
14 

I will not punish your daughters when they play the harlot Or your brides when they commit 

adultery, For the men themselves go apart with harlots And  offer sacrifices with temple prostitutes; So the people 

without understanding are ruined.  Hosea 4:11-14 (NASB95) 
 It is very depressing to see segments on TV of people interviewing just ordinary people 

that you might encounter.  These are called “man on the street” interviews.  When these people 

are asked simple questions about what is happening in our nation, we see a level of ignorance 

that is mind-boggling.  Many of these can give you an informed opinion of what is the best beer 

or wine-cooler.  They can tell you about the feeling they got when they smoked marijuana for the 

first time.  They probably can tell you what their zodiac sign is.  You see ads for beer that 

suggest that if everyone holds their beer bottle at a certain angle that the place kicker will make 

the field goal.  Superstition is more readily accepted than the Word of God.  Many people would 

believe that it is more important to not make someone who is engaged in immoral and perverted 

behavior to feel good about themselves than to obey what God has said.   

 It is not difficult to believe how Israel could get caught up in behavior as a result of 

ignorance since they did not have ready access to the Scriptures and the priest and so-called 

prophets of that time were not doing their job.  For us to do this same sort of thing today carries 

more guilt since the information of what is right and good and moral is so readily available for 

anyone who would choose to do the right thing.   

 The great tragedy for our nation is that we have deliberately chosen to rebel against God 

and to engage in immoral behavior.  Many young people view sexual relations as a sport in 

which they engage.  The people of Israel engaged in idol worship (which was probably sex acts) 

whenever and where it was available.  We are repeating the same error they did and the results 

will be the same.  They were destroyed because of their choices and we will suffer the same 

consequences.   

 Notice that greater guilt was placed on the leadership of the nation starting with the 

priests but it also included the men of the nation who set a poor example for their daughters and 

their wives (brides).  There is a lack of leadership from men in our culture also.  As a result we 



allow emotions to rule what we do and the decisions we make.  We place more importance on 

touchy-feely things rather than on facts and truth.  This results in weakness and uncertainty in all 

aspects of our nation which leads to confusion and lack of progress.  What will it take to turn 

around such destructive behavior?  Only Godly leadership which can come only from Godly 

people is the answer.  We in the church need to step up to the tasks at hand and make sure that 

the truth is proclaimed in such a way that people will believe the truth and reject the lies of the 

enemy of men’s souls.    


