
REMEMBERING COMPASSION 
Hosea 1:1-11 

 

 We sing about love and write about love and talk about love.  You get the impression we 

are in love with love.  Sometimes we wonder, “How much do we really understand love?”  It is 

not so unusual to hear about people doing really terrible things in the name of love.  People will 

abandon their wives or husbands and their children and run off with someone else they claim to 

love.  Actually, what they love is their own self!  The irony of it all is that such self-directed love 

is also self-destructive.  The tragedy of it all is that others are hurt in the process. 

 We use the same word “love” when we talk about how God relates to us.  However, 

God’s love is outwardly directed, it is unchanging, and it is a love that does not depend on the 

response of the recipient.  It is a love that will not let us go. 

 Our concept of love is typically centered in compassion or tenderness.  We think of love 

in terms of letting a “loved one” choose an option or receive a gift.  Very seldom do we associate 

love with discipline.  Sometimes love must be tough, rather than tender.  We would find it 

extremely difficult to tell one of our children, “I’ve tried to help you, but you just won’t listen.  

You’re going to have to learn this lesson the hard way.  I’ll quit bothering you, now.  You call 

me when you are ready for help.” 

 We see evidence of this kind of love demonstrated in the way God dealt with Israel, the 

Northern Kingdom.  Even while He was warning them of the consequences of their sin, He was 

calling them to repentance.  Israel would not listen.  They had reached a level of perversity that 

would require a drastic cure.  How did this situation happen?  Was it a sudden change?  How 

does any society go sour?  We can gain insight to what is happening to our society during the last 

several decades by looking at what was going on in Israel before it collapsed under the attack of 

the Assyrians. 

 

Compassion Though Unrecognized – 11:1-4 
1 

When Israel was a youth I loved him, And out of Egypt I called My son. 
2 

The more they called them, The more 

they went from them; They kept sacrificing to the Baals And burning incense to idols. 
3 

Yet it is I who taught 

Ephraim to walk, I took them in My arms; But they did not know that I healed them. 
4 

I led them with cords of a 

man, with bonds of love, And I became to them as one who lifts the yoke from their jaws; And I bent down and fed 

them.   
Hosea 11:1-4 (NASB95) 
 The analogy of rearing a child is quite appropriate when we consider the way God dealt 

with Israel.  I’ve often thought of Egypt as the incubator or the womb for the nation of Israel.  In 

a way, we could think of the nation as being born when Moses brought them out of Egypt. 

 In the New Testament, Matthew saw the statement “I called my Son out of Egypt” as a 

Messianic prophecy.  He related it to Jesus going to Egypt with Mary and Joseph and then 

returning to Nazareth after Herod died.  We can also relate this verse to our own spiritual journey 

in that we have been called to come out of the world system (represented by Egypt) and to 

become the sons of God.  This is what salvation is about. 

 As the nation of Israel matured, problems developed.  They became more and more 

rebellious.  Matthew Henry described the problem as being “deaf and disobedient.”  The more 

God’s prophets called the people to repentance, the more they (the people) turned away from 

God.  Not only did they turn away from God, but they turned toward idols and graven images.  

This tendency was a continuing problem for the nation.  It would grow worse from time to time 

and finally became a way of life for the people.   



 Why would the people of Israel be drawn to idols and to have a devotion to pagan 

worship practices?  Part of the attraction or fondness for such practices could be related to the 

fact that people relate more easily to the physical world than they do to the spiritual world.  

Materialism is a good example of modern-day idolatry that we may find ourselves caught up in.  

In one of Aesop’s fables, the story is told of a man who had acquired enough wealth to buy a bar 

of gold.  He put it away into a place for safe keeping and every so often he would go and remove 

the gold from the hiding place and admire it.  Eventually, someone found and stole the gold bar 

and he was devastated by the loss.  Someone advised him to fashion a bar from stone and paint it 

the color of gold and return it to the hiding place.  He could then continue to go and admire the 

object of his affection and it would do him as much good as the gold bar was doing for him.  

Wealth that is not put to work for good results is as useless as a fake gold-colored stone that has 

no intrinsic value.  A belief system that does not make a difference in the way we live or behave 

is as useless as worshiping a man-made idol that has no intrinsic power.  

 Israel went the way of idol worship in spite of God’s loving care.  God provided for them 

and He gave them rules of conduct that have yet to be improved by which they would be 

protected.  They had true wealth but all they did with it was to admire it in the form of rites and 

rituals.  However, these principles of Godly living did not influence what they did and was not 

part of what they actually trusted for their well being.   

 As a parent teaches a child to walk by providing strength, God helped Israel get “on their 

feet” as a nation.  As a parent will nurse a sick child, God healed Israel’s hurts.  However, they 

did not consider all this care and love.  They, as so many modern-day children, had their loyalty 

to philosophies and to other groups to which they gave credit for the successes that had.  As 

Hosea stated, “they did not know that God had healed them.”  Matthew Henry observed that 

“ignorance is the basis for ingratitude.”  

 Many times a relationship between two people is harmed by ingratitude or the feeling that 

a person has that he or she is being “taken for granted.”  Children do this to their parents all the 

time.  Does a small child or even a teenager ever consider telling his mother “thank you” for 

cooking his meals or washing his clothes or nursing him back to health?  We can excuse a child 

for such a lack of awareness; however, we see such disregard carried over into the adult 

population who takes for granted all the blessings we enjoy as a nation.   

 God did not try to force Israel to do what was right but guided them.  They had it easy 

compared with many other nations and did not worry about survival.  In a similar way, most of 

us never have a moment’s concern about whether or not we can afford our next meal.  We do not 

usually concern ourselves with someone forcing us to do what we ought to do.  We have been 

blessed with provision and freedom and have adequate guidance.  If we abuse these freedoms, 

then we may lose them.  Because of Israel’s abuse of their privileged position, the nation was on 

the verge of losing its ability to decide what would happen to it. 

 

Compassion amid Judgment – 11:5-7 
5 

They will not return to the land of Egypt; But Assyria—he will be their king Because they refused to return to Me. 
6 

The sword will whirl against their cities, And will demolish their gate bars And consume them because of their 

counsels. 
7 

So My people are bent on turning from Me. Though they call them to the One on high, None at all exalts 

Him.  Hosea 11:5-7 (NASB95) 
 The option of “choose ye this day whom ye will serve” had run out.  The people had 

rejected God and refused to repent so often that God decided some things for them.  In our daily 

lives we find ourselves in a position of needing to choose among various alternatives.  Most of us 

have difficulty making choices because we either don’t like the consequences of the various 



choices or we are unsure of the unintended consequences.  The thing that can happen in such 

cases is that as we continue to postpone decisions, the fewer will be our alternatives and in the 

end, we are left with a conclusion rather than a decision because all the alternatives except one 

have disappeared.  This is what Israel was facing at this point in their history.   

 From the early days in the wilderness, they had wanted to go back into bondage in Egypt.  

Because of their refusal to repent, they were going to go into bondage.  Their bondage was not to 

be to Egypt, but to Assyria.  Sin has a way of entrapping and taking over our lives unless we 

exercise control.  Paul wrote to the Galatians to “stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 

set us free and be not entangled again in the yoke of bondage.”  Christians can be in bondage, 

though they do not have to be.  Deliverance and freedom are available by obedience to God’s 

word. However, just as with Israel, continued refusal to repent will result in discovering 

“judgment is a reality and sin has consequences.” 

 By changing the punctuation in verse five and considering the latter part of that verse to 

be associated with verse six we find another truth.  Because they had refused to repent and turn 

back to God, the sword would come against them and destroy the protection they had built for 

themselves.  They wound up being destroyed by following their own ideas (counsel) rather than 

hearing and following the commands and precepts of God.  This is what is happening to our 

nation today.  We have adopted secular humanists’ ideas and have rejected the teachings of 

God’s Holy Word and, as a consequence, we have weakened our defenses against ungodly 

principles and practices that destroy individuals and nations.   

 The nation of Israel was described as having a compulsion toward sin.  It was almost as if 

they could not help sinning.  God’s message through Hosea was that they had a “bent to 

backsliding.”(KJV)  The reason for this condition may have been associated with their practice 

of following their own counsels rather than accepting and following the word of God.  We 

should find it amazing that people think they are wiser than God in determining for themselves 

what is right and what is wrong.  This mistake was the very thing Adam and Eve desired to do.  

If we are enamored with our own theories about life and how to live it, then we are not likely to 

respond to a call to change by a prophet of God or by circumstances that we encounter in life.  In 

other words, we are not likely to worship God if we are worshiping our own selves. 

 Sometimes we find ourselves in a quandary of knowing what alternatives we have but not 

liking any of them.  I believe that God was in a quandary over the situation with Israel. 

 

Compassion over Anger – 11:8-9 
8 

How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I surrender you, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How 

can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart is turned over within Me, All My compassions are kindled. 
9 

I will not 

execute My fierce anger; I will not destroy Ephraim again. For I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst, 

And I will not come in wrath.   Hosea 11:8-9 (NASB95) 
 It seems as if God was faced with the option of giving up on Israel (destroying them as a 

nation) or delivering them.  If He were to destroy them, they would be as the two cities destroyed 

along with Sodom and Gomorrah.  Justice called for total annihilation, but mercy called for 

deliverance. 

 The decision was that God would use others to bring judgment on Israel.  God could not 

back away from dismantling the nation.   However, it was not to be in the fierceness of His 

anger.  He could not back away because He is a Holy God.  In His mercy, He would not come 

into the city to execute judgment because of the exceeding sinfulness of the people.  As darkness 

cannot exist in the presence of light, sin cannot survive in the presence of Holy God.  If God 

Himself were to “come into the city” for this judgment, His presence would annihilate the 



sinfulness and destroy the people.  Before God could come unto His people, there would have to 

be a purging of their sinfulness. 

Compassion with Purpose – 11:10-11 
10 

They will walk after the LORD, He will roar like a lion; Indeed He will roar And His sons will come trembling 

from the west. 
11 

They will come trembling like birds from Egypt And like doves from the land of Assyria; And I 

will settle them in their houses, declares the LORD.  Hosea 11:10-11 (NASB95) 
 The reference to God calling His people to Himself is likely related to the present age and 

probably refers to the “true Israel of God” rather than to those who physically went into captivity 

in Assyria.  Heaven is the great hope of many people.  There, we will be in the presence of God.   

Because of the incompatibility of “sin” and “God’s presence,” the fulfillment of that hope 

requires each person to submit himself to the cleansing power of the Blood of Jesus.  The same 

thing applies to the expectation of every Christian who would desire the abiding presence of God 

in our lives. 

 From these ancient people of Israel we should learn this lesson:  Rejecting God and His 

ways will lead to moral decay.  Moral decay will destroy a society.  Such destruction is the 

payment of those who persist in sin.  However, by the grace of God, we have an alternative.  We 

can repent and return to God and thereby experience His love and forgiveness. 


