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RESPONDING TO GOD’S CALL

What is the most awesome thing you have experienced?  Maybe, when you were a child, you
saw something that was beyond explanation.  During the past several decades we have heard reports
of people seeing flying saucers or UFOs.  Recently, a program was aired on TV that interviewed people
who claimed to have seen flying saucers.  Some even had pictures.  I'm sure there was a combination
of fear and awe in the minds of those people.  Situations that evoke those kinds of emotions stay in
our memory vividly.  I would imagine that the emotional impact of seeing a flying saucer would be
mild compared to what Isaiah experienced in his call to be a prophet.

ISAIAH 6:1-2  King Uzziah was one of the better kings that Judah had.  He had reigned for
52 years.  You can imagine the impact on the nation when a strong leader dies.  The fact that he had
ruled for such along time greatly compounded the impact of his death.  Many people would be concerned
that another leader would not do as well.  Isaiah was one of the many that cared for and had a lot of
confidence in king Uzziah.  It is thought that Isaiah may have been a near relative of the king. The
death of Uzziah was doubly tragic for Isaiah in that he had lost a strong leader of the nation and a relative.
Uzziah was the only king that Isaiah had known.

In his time of concern, Isaiah sought consolation at the Temple.  It was at the temple that Isaiah
had his vision.  While Isaiah thought about the dead earthly king, he found himself in the presence of
the Living Heavenly King.  Earthly kings adorned themselves in such a way to appear great and majestic
to their subjects.  They have thrones and crowns and were usually physically elevated above their subjects.
The vision that Isaiah saw of God caused the pomp of the king of Judah to seem as nothing compared
to what he saw of God.  God was seated on  a throne that was high and lifted up.  It was elevated to
show that God's rule is over all the earth.  Earthly kings wore fine clothing that was majestic in its
appearance.  Isaiah had never seen anything like the attire God had.  The train of his royal garment
filled the temple.

Every earthly king had attendants and so did this Heavenly King.  God's attendants were seraphim.
This word literally means “burning ones.”  These angelic beings were awesome six-winged creatures.
They were located above the Temple in Isaiah's vision.  They displayed reverence for God by covering
their faces with two of their wings, they showed humility by covering their feet with two of their wings,
and they showed readiness for service and obedience by flying with their remaining two wings.  Reverence,
humility, obedience:  these are the characteristics of those who serve God, whether the servant is angelic
or human.

ISAIAH 6:3-4  The seraphim that Isaiah saw may have been the same “living creatures” that
John saw in the Revelation.  John saw four living creatures each with six wings that never stop saying
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."  Isaiah did not say how
many of these angels he saw, but John saw four. One had face like an ox, representing the domestic
animals; one had a face of a lion, representing wild animals; the third had a face of an eagle, representing
the birds, and the fourth had a face of a man, representing humanity.  Notice there is not a representative
of reptiles in this group.  Some think that the missing creature is the fallen angel, or Satan.

In both the Revelation of John and Isaiah's vision, the creatures were saying, "Holy, holy, holy."
The threefold pronouncement represents complete and total holiness as they describe God.  The term
"holy" carries the idea of separateness or specialness.  These are certainly descriptive of God.  The
Psalmist asks, "Who is like unto Thee, O God?"  We also think of purity when we hear the word "holy"
and this also fits with what we know of God.  God is described here as the "Lord of hosts" which could
be literally translated, "the Ruler of heaven's armies."  God is sovereign over all areas.  This sovereignty
and its extent are reflected in His glory being seen throughout the earth and certainly in the heavens.
Psalm 19:1 states this fact in a beautiful way:  "The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament
shows his handiwork."  When these angels spoke it rattled the Temple.  The door posts moved.  We
fail to realize that the spiritual can affect the physical.  When Moses encountered God on the mountain,



the whole mountain trembled.
ISAIAH 6:5  Isaiah's lament, "Woe is me" probably resulted from the fact that he expected

to die immediately.  The prevailing thought was that no one could look upon God and live.  Some
writers have concluded that this was the reason for the smoke in the temple, so that Isaiah could not
completely see God.  Isaiah likely realized that unholiness cannot exist in the presence of holiness.
The two are incompatible.  Isaiah's lack of holiness was epitomized in the phrase he used of his having
unclean lips.  The Bible tells us “out of the heart, the mouth speaketh.”  So unclean lips would represent
an unclean heart.  Isaiah noted that he lived among people that were also unclean.  When he was around
others, he felt comfortable in his lack of holiness.  However, when he was in the presence of the Holy
God he saw how awful was the sin and iniquity that he had.  We need to be careful about comparing
ourselves with other people and concluding that we are OK.  The standard is not another person.  We
are never told to be like others; however, we are urged to be as God is.  When we acknowledge we
are sinners and need help, then God responds to that humility.

ISAIAH 6:6-7  Hot coals symbolize the purifying effect of fire in refining metals.  Isaiah’s
concern was the cleanness of his lips and that is where the purifying agent was applied.  Application
of hot coals to his lips was also appropriate in that he was being called to be God's spokesman, a prophet.

ISAIAH 6:8  Once Isaiah had seen his condition in comparison to God's holiness, he realized
his need for salvation.  Having cried out in his despair, God responded and now the purpose of his
being saved is revealed.  Isaiah was saved to serve.  God had a job for Isaiah to do.  He needed to
send someone to speak to the nation of Judah.  The response of Isaiah to God's call shows that the
change in his life coming out of the experience of encountering God was real and meaningful.  Isaiah
was a willing and enthusiastic volunteer.  In a time when too few people accept responsibility for dealing
with society's ills, we need people whose lives have been touched by Jesus so they will respond as Isaiah
did:  "Here am I, send me."

As a prophet of God, Isaiah had a message from God to the people of his nation and to the
other nations in that region of the world.  The message to Judah and Jerusalem was an indictment of
waywardness.  They had ceased to recognize God as Sovereign Lord over all the earth.  God had
disciplined them and it was as if they were covered from head to toe with the wounds from that discipline
and they still did not repent of their evil.  They had fooled themselves in meaningless worship that did
not connect to real life.

ISAIAH 1:14-15  Much of the religious life of the nation was involved observation of special
days.  This practice is similar to people today whose only connection to religious things is observance
of Lent, Easter, and Christmas.  God despises such observations when they are not accompanied by
reverence, humility and obedience in daily living.  The other outward evidence of religion in the life
of the Jews was public prayer.  The posture for prayer was uplifted hands.  God was not impressed
with their prayers and when they held up their hands, God could see on their hands the blood of those
they had wronged.

ISAIAH 1:16-17 True repentance is the starting point in coming into a right relationship with
God.  All our religious observances cannot replace holiness in our lives.  God advised the people to
“wash and be clean.”  Today, He provides the media for washing in the blood of His Son Jesus.  We
are to continue to submit our lives to the cleansing power of the Word of God (Eph 5:26).  As God
advised Judah, we are to bring righteousness and justice to the world around us as we “Stop doing
wrong, learn to do right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed. Defend the cause of the fatherless,
plead the case of the widow.”


